
 
 
 
 

Literacy News  
 

 
Unity Grove Elementary 

School 

      De c e mb er  2 0 11  

Vol u me  2 ,  Is s ue  4  

Fi f t h  Gra d e  

  

CURRICULUM 

T IMES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Vocabulary 

 Antonym-  a word opposite in meaning 

to another; Examples- Fast: Slow; Little: Big 

 

 

Synonym- a word having the same or 

nearly the same meaning as another;  

Examples- Fast: Quick; Little: Tiny 

 

 

Simile- a figure of speech comparing two 

UNLIKE things Like or As 

 

 

Metaphor-a comparison of two UNLIKE 

things. 

 

 

SIMPLE STRATEGIES FOR CREATING STRONG READERS 

 

Invite a child to read with you every day. 

Read a variety of books, including fairy tales, mysteries, historical fiction 

poems, tall tales, and information books. 

Read a child's favorite book over and over again. 

Give a magazine subscription for a gift-each month it will keep giving. 

Play games that involve reading and thinking about words. 

 

*Use this poem to answer the literacy questions on the back 
this page! 

 

   Snowman 
 

 „Twas the first day of the springtime, 

And the snowman stood alone 
As the winter snows were melting,  

And the pine trees seemed to groan, 

“Ah, you poor sad smiling snowman, 

You‟ll be melting by and by.” 

Said the snowman, “What a pity,  

For I‟d like to see July. 

Yes, I‟d like to see July, and please don‟t ask me why. 

But I‟d like to, yes I‟d like to, oh I‟d like to see July. 

Chirped a robin, just arriving, 

“Seasons come and seasons go, 

And the greatest ice must crumble 

When it‟s flowers‟ time to grow. 

And as one thing is beginning 

So another thing must die, 

And there‟s never been a snowman 

Who has ever seen July. 

No , they never see July, no matter how they try. 

No, they never ever, never ever, never see July” 

But the snowman sniffed his carrot nose 

And said, At least I‟ll try”, 

And he bravely smiled his frosty smile 

And blinked his coal-black eye. 

And there he stood and faced the sun 

A blazin‟ from the sky- 

And I really cannot tell you 

If he ever saw July. 

Did he ever see July? You can guess as well as I 

If he ever, if he never, if he ever saw July. 

--Shel Silverstein 

 

        Poem of the Month 


