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Rocketeer 

Welcome to the 2009 – 2010 school year at Austin Road Elementary. Our first issue of the 
monthly newsletter, The Rocketeer, will introduce you to our newest Rockets joining the staff 
this year. Each grade level has been assigned a month to submit student compositions to the 
Rocketeer for your enjoyment. Please visit the different pages of our website for information 
regarding events here at school. Remember that school will be closed for Labor Day on 
September 7 and Fall Break during the week of September 14 – 18. 

My name is Arthur Blevins, and I am happy to serve as Austin Road's Assistant Principal. I 
obtained a Bachelors of Science and a Masters degree in Elementary Education from Alabama 
State University, and an Education Specialist in Administration and Supervision from Lincoln 
Memorial University. I taught for seven years, three in Alabama and four in Georgia. Last year 
was my first year as an assistant principal. I am happy that I have an opportunity to serve 
Austin Road's students, parents, teachers, community members, and other stakeholders 
another year. I am an instructional leader who promotes a comfortable and welcoming 
environment. I foster an atmosphere of positive relationships with all stakeholders so that 
everyone feels valued and included in the decision making process. I realize that it is vital to 
develop collaborative partnerships with parents and the community in an effort to provide a 
school culture where compassion, communication, and student achievement thrive. I am 
dedicated to children and this profession and constantly seek opportunities to raise the 
achievement level of students throughout the school. I have a fundamental belief that all 
students can learn, and the drive to ensure they do. In closing, I believe it is our job as 
educators to teach children how to think and not what to think. I look forward to working with 
you throughout the 2009 - 2010 school year. 

Dear ARE Family: 
It is an honor to serve as this year‛s PTO president! I hope that everyone had a wonderful 
summer and is ready for another great school year! My priority during the 2009-2010 school 
year is to make sure that every member of the ARE family feels welcome, valued, and heard. I 
encourage you to take advantage of the many opportunities we have planned during the year to 
spend time at the school with the students and stay involved. We have events in the morning, 
in the afternoon, in the evening, and on weekends in an attempt to cater to the various busy 
schedules that we all have. On behalf of the entire board, we want to make sure that each of 
you knows that you do have a voice and are an important part of the Austin Road community. 
We encourage everyone to speak up and get involved in what ever way you can. 
If you have not signed up for PTO, it is not too late! You can still return your membership 
form, volunteer form, and yearly fees to your child‛s classroom teacher. We know we can reach 
our goal of 100% participation if each family takes just a moment to complete and return their 
membership form. 
Please remember that we are here to serve you and your children and can only be as successful 
as you help us to be! We aim to enrich the experience of every single student at Austin Road 
Elementary and raise funds to provide the school with needed enhancements, improvements, 
and equipment. We hope we can count on you for your support! 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 
Erika Eichner 
404-588-7731 
erika.eichner@gmail.com 

Principal, Dr. James McNealey 
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From our School Clerk, Ms. Queen 
Hello everyone, my name is Carol Queen, and I have been at ARE for 9 years.  I started out 
in the afterschool department, and then last year I was one of the fulltime subs.  Now, I 
work in the front office as the Clerk.  I am married, have a daughter who is 28, and I have 4 
dogs, 3 turtles, and 1 bird.  I know many of the children who are here, and for the ones that 
I don‛t know, I hope to know them by the end of the school year. 

From our Art Teacher, Ms. Andrea Johnson 
Let me start by saying it is a pleasure to serve the Austin Road Elementary community.  I have been teaching in the 
Henry School system for 7 years, starting at Red Oak Elementary.  I have been teaching at Dutchtown Elementary 
for the past 5 years.  I have been teaching art for the past 3 years.  I have by Bachelors Degree from Kent State 
University in family and child therapy, my Masters in Education from John Carroll University, and my Art degree 
from Virginia Marti College of Art and Design with an emphasis on Interior Design.  All three of my degrees I 
obtained while living in Ohio.  My daughter is a third grader at Dutchtown Elementary.  I have a passion for art and 
I believe there is an artist in every child. Every child has some type of art skill that manifests itself in different 
ways.  My goal is to teach each child how to connect with their inner artist.  Each student brings different 
abilities, ideas, experiences, and creativity which gives each class a uniqueness of its own.  I believe in connecting 
art experiences with real world experiences.  Areas that will be explored during this year will include but will not 
be limited to:  drafting, pencil sketching, clay work, painting, fashion design, interior design, color concepts, 
puppetry, and collage making.  I am a project based teacher which means that classes will have a specific focus 
each 6 weeks with an art show at the end of the year to display all of the wonderful work from each student! 
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From our Media Specialist, Ms. Johnson 

From our Guidance Counselor, Ms. Wright 
Welcome to the 20092010 school year!  As the school counselor, I work with all students in order to provide 
academic, emotional, and social support. I offer a variety of services including classroom guidance lessons 
(K-5), small group counseling, and individual counseling. I also sponsor school wide programs that promote 
leadership development, life skills, and character development. In an effort to foster student success, 
school counselors also consult and collaborate with parents, staff, administration, and various local 
community organizations. As always, feel free to contact me if you need my assistance. 

This summer, we weeded out older reference books from our collection. We now have new atlases, almanacs, 
dictionaries, thesauri, and encyclopedias, including World Book Encyclopedia for 2009. Our students will be 
using updated reference tools to learn new skills in print, as well as using reference tools online. 
Hispanic Heritage Month is the month of September 15 – October 15, 2009. Listed below are some books 

in our library collection that you might enjoy: Celia Cruz, Queen of Salsa; New Shoes for Silvia; Salsa 
Stories; The Rooster Who Went to His Uncle's Wedding: a Latin American Folktale; Grandma's Records; 
Cooking the South American Way; Senor Cat's Romance and Other Favorite Stories from Latin America; 
Tales Our Abuelitas Told: A Hispanic Folklore Collection; Hispanic Holidays; Ellen Ochoa: First Hispanic 
Woman Astronaut; Hispanic Scientists; Abuela; Speak English for Us, Marisol; Amigo Means Friend; Jaime 
Escalante: Inspiring Educator.



From our Special Education Teacher, Ms. Kentosha Cody 

Welcome to the 2009 – 2010 school year at Austin Road Elementary. Our first issue of the 
monthly newsletter, The Rocketeer, will introduce you to our newest Rockets joining the 
staff this year. Each grade level has been assigned a month to submit student compositions 
to the Rocketeer for your enjoyment. Please visit the different pages of our website for 
information regarding events here at school. Remember that school will be closed for Labor 
Day on September 7 and Fall Break during the week of September 14 – 18. Greetings all! I 
have the pleasure of teaching Special Education grades second through fifth. I hail from 
the rainy city of Seattle, Washington. I have been in the state of Georgia so long that I now 
consider my self a peach. As a University of Georgia Alumni I am a Bulldog fan. This fall you 
will see me in my Red and Black before game day. I am a life long learner and truly love 
teaching those interested in learning. I truly appreciate the warm welcome that I have been 
receiving from all Austin Road Staff. I don‛t want to bore everyone so I will conclude my 
introduction here. Have a wonderful year. 

From our Third Grade Teacher, Ms. Makisha Boddie 

Greetings, Austin Road Elementary Parents and Students. My name is Makisha Boddie 
(pronounced body). I am entering my eleventh year as an educator. I have taught 
kindergarten, first, second, third and fifth grades, with majority of my experience being in 
second grade and literacy. I am a proud Atlanta native, educated through Atlanta Public 
Schools. My undergraduate studies were completed at Georgia Southern University. I 
completed two graduate degrees at Central Michigan University and Lincoln Memorial 
University. This is my first year at Austin Road Elementary School and second year as a 
Henry County teacher. I am delighted to be a part of Austin Road Elementary School 
Family. 

From our Fourth Grade Teacher, Ms. Carletta Shade‐ 
Jackson 

Hello, my name is Carletta Shade-Jackson. I look forward to being your child's 4th grade 
teacher. I am originally from Birmingham Alabama. I moved to Georgia, July 1, 2000. Every 
since I was a little girl, I always wanted to be a teacher. I really enjoy watching children 
achieve new goals with an enjoyment for learning. I grew up around educators on both sides 
of my family. My mom is a retired Middle School Principal with over 33 years of experience. 
I graduated from Miles College in Fairfield, Alabama, with a B.S. in Education. The 

professors of Education believed in the foundation of a good teacher. The hand-on 
experiences really challenged us to become serious educators because we are the ones who 
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will shape the lives of our youth, who are our future. I truly thank all of them. Especially Ms. 
Vivian Howard. I am currently working on my Master's in Reading. I am the proud mother of 
four children, Kalona (20), JeMarco (16), Markaylah (14), and Jairius (12). They are very 
active in school, sports and in church. My oldest daughter attends The University of West 
Georgia, majoring in Biology. The other three attend Woodland High and Woodland Middle. I 
am also, an avid reader and football fan. My hobbies are collecting angels, books, and CD's. 
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