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As we continue with another awesome school year, please be aware of the 
following. Our transportation system has greatly improved thanks to your 
cooperation. We are asking parents of children that stay after school for clubs, 
SIEP, or any other event, to secure a car tag. Parents that already have a car 
tag should have them displayed. We apologize for any inconvenience, but you 
will be asked for ID should your car tag not be visible. 

Field trips are a “go” for this school year. Teachers have been instructed to 
plan trips that are absolutely necessary and support the GPS. Please note that 
parental involvement is a crucial element in Austin Road Elementary 
remaining accredited. One of the best ways to provide evidence of strong 
parental involvement is active participation in the PTO and volunteering 
during the school day. If you are not able to make it on campus, you can 
volunteer from home by making calls, helping with decorations, attending 
Board of Education meetings, etc. Feel free to contact me for more 
information. 

We have an increasing number of students arriving tardy to school. Please be 
reminded that students must be inside their classroom before the 7:55 tardy 
bell. We have made allocations for extreme circumstances such as inclement 
weather. A parent will need to escort their child into the office and sign them 
in as “tardy”. A tardy will be excused for the same reasons as an absence. 
Transportation changes must be submitted in writing or by fax (with a picture 
ID). For security purposes, email and phone calls will not be accepted. 

PTO President, Erika Eichner 
Thank you for showing your support for the Austin Road PTO!! Memberships 
have gone up significantly and it is great to see so many people volunteering 
and offering their time and services to benefit the students. Please remember 
to keep checking the website for updates and information. Please note that 
there have been changes to the Skate Night dates. The new dates are: 
November 5, February 5, and April 1. These will be the only three skate 
nights. 

We will be implementing ‘Soaring with D.A.D.S.’ after the holiday break. This 
goal of this program is to increase male presence in the school and encourage 
all of the positive male role models in our community to get involved. Stay 
tuned for more information on this important and motivating initiative!! 
Thank you again for all of your support and please contact myself or one of 
the other board members with any questions, concerns, or suggestions. 
erika.eichner@gmail.com 
404‐593‐7400 

Principal, Dr. James McNealey 
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From our Media Specialist, Ms. Johnson 

STAR Reading Test  and AR Enterprise 
We are proud to have at our school the newly renormed STAR Reading Test, as well as AR Enterprise. 

Students now have available to them many more AR tests than ever before!  They can test on books from 
their classroom library, a home library, our school media center, the local public library, etc.  To determine if 
a particular title has an AR test available to them, they can access the Internet (with parental permission), 
log onto www.arbookfind.com; click on the Advanced Search tab; choose "Exact Match"; type in the exact 
title or the book; type in the author's last name; click on the Go button near the bottom of the page.  If the 
book does have an AR test available, up will pop more details about the book, including the reading level 
and possible points available.  If the book does not have an AR test available, the student will get a 
response similar to "no results found." 

These new programs are Webbased, so parents can choose to use the Home Connect feature, which allows 
students and parents to track the child's progress in reading from home.  Home Connect allows parents to 
receive emails when students complete activities such as taking an AR quiz.  Teachers now have access to 
generate the Home Connect Informational Letter.  This letter explains to parents how to access Home 
Connect.  The Web address for Home Connect is not the same Web address used by students to take 
quizzes and other tasks in the new programs. 

Once the teacher has sent home the Home Connect Informational Letter, parents can log in and choose to 
subscribe to notifications about their student's activities within the new programs by providing their email 
address.  Once a parent has registered, details of a student's activities within the new programs are sent to 
a server at Renaissance Learning through secure communications.  There, an email is generated and sent to 
the parent's email address provided.  When a student completes an action that will generate an email, that 
information is set instantly.  The Renaissance Learning email server processes queued messages 
approximately every 30 seconds. 

Many AR tests have a Voice Recorded feature, in which a professional reader of test questions reads the 
test question and possible answers to the child who has on earphones.  The child, of course, has the 
responsibility of picking the correct answer to the question.  If the child rolls his mouse over the question 
again, the reader will repeat his reading.  Teachers will determine which of their students, if any, would 
benefit from the Voice Recorded features of the new program and will inform me so that I can take the 
steps in the management part of the program to enable the Voice Recorded tests. 

These are only a few of the wonderful new features in the renormed STAR and AR Enterprise.  We are very 
proud to have these new programs at ARES! 

From Our Media Specialist, Ms. Johnson 
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Shadae Martin Ms. Boddie‛s 3 rd Grade 
Class 

My Scary Moment 

One Tuesday morning my mom took my sister and me to the dentist.   I was a little nervous 
because it was my first time. My mom was in a hurry because she had a lot to do that day. 

My sister and I had to hurry because our mom was almost ready and that‛s when my mom 
had to comb my hair. When my mom finished combing my hair my sister ShaDean was ready. 

When we got to the dentist it was a little cold. I looked at a fish tank and it had so many 
different colors and fish.  I even saw something that looked like an eel with spots. When 
the dentist called both of us we had to stand against the wall. When the dentist called my 
sister, they took and x-ray of her teeth. 

After she did that to both of us she wanted me to watch her show us how we should brush 
our teeth. She said to brush our teeth in little circles and to always floss. A lady gave both 
of us little bags that had a t-shirt, a toothbrush, a magnet, some floss, and something that 
you can wrap your floss around.  It also helped you get out things between your teeth. 
Since ShaDean had already been there she already had the shirt. 

When it was time for them to clean my teeth, she asked me if this was my first time.  I said 
yes.  When she put toothpaste into my teeth she also put something that felt like it was 
sucking up my mouth each time I closed it.  She also had to rinse out the toothpaste. When 
she was done doing that she said I could go play the games on the other side of the room. 

The other dentist called me in because she wanted to put a soft little piece into my mouth. 
After she put the little piece into my mouth it felt really bad and so did my sister‛s because 
her tooth felt like it was about to come out. One of the ladies escorted us out of the 
dentist‛s office.  I told my mom how badly my mouth was hurting.  She said it would stop 
hurting.  When we left it was all wet outside. My mom had to drive very slowly on the road. 
My sister and I fell asleep in the car and when I woke up my mouth wasn‛t hurting as badly 
any more. 

From Ms. Boddie’s Third Grade 
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My name is Mitchell. I live in Ellenwood, Georgia. I was born in 
Decatur, Georgia. I was born in Decatur, Georgia. I was born on September 
28, 2000. I have two brothers Michael and Maurice. I like to play golf. My 
favorite color is green. My favorite food is crab legs. That‛s all about some 
of my life. 

My dog‛s name is Rocky. He can jump high and he is very strong. Rocky 
can also run super fast. He can catch a Frisbee and he is very smart. That‛s 
why I‛m delighted to have Rocky. 

In my house, I have my mom, my bothers, and me. I have a WII, Game 
Cube, and a Playstation 2. My bed is a race bed and it is red. I have four 
bathrooms and five TV‛s in my house. I like my family and my life. 

By:  Mitchell Evans 

Tristan Carter 
Mr. Herman‛s Class 
Grade 3 

I want to be like Perry Riley Jr.  He is a good person.  He is smart, strong, and nice.  He 
plays linebacker for the L.S.U. Tigers.  I know all his information.  He is 6 feet 3 inches tall 
and weighs 203 pounds.  He played at Stephenson High School.  He played linebacker and 
running back.  He is a play maker!  He got the MVP award at the Chick-Fil-A Bowl against 
Georgia Tech. 
His mom is a bus driver at this school.  Her name is Ms. Fonda Riley.  He has a brother and 
sister.  Their names are Jordan and Jasmine.  His father is Perry Riley Sr. 
Perry Riley has a fantastic relationship with Coach Les Miles.  He has a spontaneous 
relationship with is teammates.  Kelvin Shepherd and he attended the same high school. 
They were best friends.  That is why I want to be like Perry Riley Jr. 

From Mr. Herman’s Third Grade 

From Mrs. Barney’s Third Grade 
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Autumn Bangura 
“My Summer Vacation” 
The best thing about my summer vacation was going to Myrtle beach. It was a long drive 
but when we got there, we took our stuffs to the room. Then we ate and swam inside the 
resort. It was fun! There was a lazy river. After we swam, we took a shower and went to 
bed. The next day, we got up, brushed our teeth, put on our clothes, and went to eat 
breakfast. We took a walk on the beach. Then, we went back to the resort to put on our 
bathing suits. We went to the lazy river. It was fun! We went to the swimming pool there, 
but it was too cold. The next day, we went to the lazy river next door where it has a big, 
curly slide and a bumpy slide. The next day, we went home. It was a long drive! 

Darnell Ducatel 
“How to Make a Paper Swan” 
First, you need a square piece of paper. Then, you get some crayons. Second you turn the 
paper so it looks like a shape of a diamond. Next, you fold it in half. Then, you unfold it. 
Then, you take the west and the east points and fold it to the north point. Next, you turn it 
over. Then you take the west and east point again and fold toward the middle. Next, you 
take the point and fold it upward, Take a little part of the tip and fold it downward. Then, 
you take the outer part and fold it backward; then full it from the neck. Finally, you can 
color and draw any designs on the swan! 
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From Ms. Truong’s Third Grade 
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