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Basic Training  
Before the Test: The Four R's 
1. REST--get enough sleep. 
2. RELAX--watch out for caffeine in coffee, tea, or sodas. 
3. READY--arrive ahead of test time. 
4. RESTROOM--use it. You will not be allowed to leave the test area during testing. 
 
Test Time 
1. Reduce your test anxiety. Try this! 

 Relax your face and feel yourself smiling on the inside. 
 Breathe deeply and slowly in through your nose, hold, slowly exhale through your mouth. Do this three times. 

2. Preview the test. 
 What types of questions are asked? 
 What do the written directions say? 
 What is the test administrator telling you about the test? 

3. Plan your time. 
 How many questions are there on the test? 
 How much time do I have? 
 How much time do I have for each question? 

4. Answer the easiest questions first. 
 Why? 

  A. You will answer all the questions you can answer correctly, in case time runs out before you answer all 
the questions. 

  B. You might think of answers to some of the difficult questions. 
  C. You might find answers to some of the difficult questions. 
  D.   You will improve your confidence instead of letting difficult problems frustrate you. 

 How? 
  A. Read each question twice and answer it or move on to the next question. 
  B. After you have answered all you can, repeat this process. 
  C. For any questions that you can't answer, make an educated guess. 
5. Answer all questions. Leave no blanks. Allow time for this at the end of the test period. 
6. Check your answers carefully to avoid careless errors. Do NOT change any answers unless you are positive your 

answer is wrong. 
 
Steps on how to read for standardized tests 
1.  Questions about a passage do not appear in order of difficulty; however, passages themselves are usually from 

least to most difficult. 
2.  Always skim the questions for a passage before you actually read the passage. 
3.  As you quickly read the passage, concentrate on the main idea and main points. 
4.  Next, note specific examples in fact filled areas. 
5.  Notice key words that indicate a shift in viewpoint. Some examples of these words are: but, however, although, 

nevertheless, atypically, moreover, and unless. What kinds of shifts do these words indicate? 
6.  Don’t grab at a likely looking answer. Eliminate those that are wrong so you choose the correct answer. 
7.  Lengthy quotes are seldom correct answer choices. Tests are to see if you understand what you read. 
8.  Use what you do know. Truth is truth. 
9.  Watch out for answer choices that express strong emotion. How often does something happen always or never? 
 
Types of questions you will see on the test 
1.  Main idea: What is the point that the writer is making? What should I remember about this paragraph? What is 

this essay about? 
2.  Supporting details: What in the essay holds up or supports the main idea? 
3.  Factual information: What pieces of specific information supports the main idea or is an example you should 

remember? 
4.  Inference: What information is implied, not directly stated, or said that is the opposite of what the author means? 
5.  Context clues: What do words mean when their definition is gained from the reading? 

 
 



3 

Sample Reading Passages 
Sample 1: 
 In the Southeastern United States, gardening does not have to end with the advent of cool, fall weather.  In fact, a fall 
garden can produce luscious vegetables and herbs until around Christmas.  The gardener must choose vegetables and 
herbs that grow in cool weather.  Some examples are beets, various greens, lettuce, certain types of squash, dill, and 
parsley.  Moreover, there are certain steps gardeners need to take to ensure the garden produces an abundant harvest. 
 Garden design is the first step in having a productive fall garden.  One design that works well is to mark off a ten by 
sixteen-foot rectangle.  Divide the rectangle into no more than five or six plots.  The plots should be small enough so 
gardeners can reach to the middle for easy weeding and picking.  A trench should be dug about three inches deep and 
wide around each plot to make sure rain will not drown the plants.  One tip to make gardening more pleasant is to use 
lawn timbers (eight feet in length) to form a border around the outside of the plot.  Using lawn timbers is an excellent idea 
because they help control weeds and are very inexpensive; seconds sell for about a dollar each. 
 Soil preparation is also an important step to having an abundant harvest.  If the garden space was used in the 
summer, it must be cleaned out to eliminate all the old plants, including all the roots.  A tiller will soften and aerate the soil; 
it will help loosen any roots missed.  After the first tilling, add fertilizer, top soil, mulch and vermiculite and then till the 
garden plot again to mix everything.  It is just like mixing a cake; it must be mixed thoroughly.  When tilling is complete, 
gardeners should take a rake and smooth the top of the soil. 
 Selecting and planting the seeds is the next step in the gardening process.  It is imperative to make sure seeds are 
selected for the area of the country where the garden is located.  Seeds that grow well in the mountains may not grow as 
well near the ocean.  One piece of advice is to subscribe to a gardening magazine or purchase a good gardening book.  
The information obtained from either source will help prevent the disappointment of no harvest.  Most seeds only need to 
be planted one fourth inch deep.  The seeds should be sprinkled on your garden and raked to get them below the soil.  
After planting the seeds, the entire garden needs a thorough watering; water every day for a week to speed up seed 
germination. 
 The last four tips can really make a difference in how large a harvest the gardener will have.  First, weeding every 
week is a must.  Weeds can take over and use up all the nutrition from the soil, and then garden plants will not flourish.  
Second, gardens need to be fed.  Fertilizer should be used but only once a month.  Whatever type of fertilizer is used, 
plants should be monitored to be sure they get neither too much nor too little nutrition.  Third, a garden must get enough 
water.  About one inch per week is the minimum to ensure proper growth and development of the plants.  Fourth, half the 
seeds can be planted, and then the second half of the seeds can be planted two weeks later.  This type of planting will 
provide a staggered harvest and prevent either an overabundance or lack of crops at one time. 
 What should be planted?  Some suggestions are turnips, butter lettuce, butter squash, collards, beets, spinach, dill, 
parsley, chives, basil, and fennel, among many others.  Check the back of the seed packets to discover where seed types 
will flourish.  Any type of vegetable a gardener grows in a fall garden can be a source of pleasure, pride and great eating. 

1. Which title best describes the main idea of paragraph four? 
 A. How to Prepare a Fall Garden 
 B. Gardening Is Like Baking a Cake 
 C. Selecting and Planting the Seeds 
 D. Designing a Summer Garden 
2. According to the passage, what is the meaning of the word "advent" in line 1? 
 A. end 
 B.  a religious ceremony 
 C.  onset 
 D. success 
3. What is the minimum amount of water a fall garden needs per week? 
 A. one half inch 
 B. one inch 
 C. two inches 
 D. three inches 
4. According to the passage, which inference can you make about why you till the garden plot at least two times? 
 A. old plant roots can make your harvest more abundant 
 B. loose, soft soil absorbs water less than tight, hard soil 
 C. plant roots can go down deeper into the soil 
 D. tilling to remove old debris and then tilling in fertilizer will not help your plants grow strong 
5. What helps speed up seed germination? 
 A. raking 
 B. warm temperatures 
 C. weeding 
 D. watering 
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6. From the passage, what does "germination" (line 27) most likely mean? 
 A. sprout 
 B. die 
 C. flower 
 D. harvest 
7. What is the main purpose of using lawn timbers when you plant a fall garden? 
 A. they make the garden more attractive 
 B. they work as a fertilizer 
 C. they help aerate the soil 
 D. they help control weeds 
8. Which of the following would NOT be a good choice for a fall garden? 
 A. fennel 
 B. corn 
 C. iceberg lettuce 
 D. beets 

Sample 2:  
 The fiscal year 1994-1995 has been profitable for Ivy’s Café. The 75% increase in sales is the result of radical 
changes from the previous years of our operation. Our three restaurants showed a profit of $1,500,000 on $3,000,000 in 
sales. 1996 should prove to be an even more profitable year for the owners when sales are expected to reach $5,000,000 
with an even higher profit margin. This increase is a big improvement over the $1,000,00 in sales during the 1992-1993 
fiscal year. 
 The most important factor in our success is the hiring of Claude Filino, our chef from Paris. Claude combines gourmet 
cooking with practical business sense. As food manager for the restaurants, he oversees each kitchen and monitors 
quality control. The quality and variety of food served has attracted a clientele that is willing to pay for high quality food. The 
lunch specials are affordable and delectable which attracts the people working in nearby businesses.  
 The general manger first decided to overhaul all of the restaurants to make them more attractive to customers. She 
decided upon a natural theme with colors that are relaxing yet stimulating. She began with the original Ivy’s Café and used 
natural burlap woven with beige, pink and green as wall covering. Margie then replaced the individual tables with large, 
roomy booths upholstered in a warm brown. Partitions were installed to section the dining area so booths could be used 
throughout. Margie replaced the carpet with terra cotta tile a shade darker than the pink in the wall covering. Flowering 
plants were placed throughout to improve air quality and provide visual stimulation. After she finished the original Ivy’s 
Café, Margie overhauled all the restaurants using the same theme. 
 The menu was then replaced with one that better reflects the tastes of today’s clientele. Meats were to be grilled or 
baked; vegetables were to be steamed, sautéed in olive oil or baked; and desserts were to be light and fluffy. A new soup 
and salad section of the menu also added variety. Gazpacho, bouillabaisse, she crab, and consommé soups replaced the 
faire of tomato and chicken noodle soups. The basic garden salad was replaced with Caesar, Greek, and Italian salads. 
Before these changes, Ivy’s Cafés were only known as a place to get a cheap, quick meal. All menu items were heavy with 
most entrees being fried or having thick gravy. 
 Finally, Margie advertised for a gourmet chef. She interviewed over one hundred candidates before choosing Claude 
Filino. His qualifications are impeccable, and his business acumen is astute. He graduated from the Culinary School of 
Paris and has worked for such enterprises as Saris and Clippano’s, the most successful restaurant in North America. 
While at Clippano’s, he used his extensive knowledge and shrewdness in restaurant management to increase sales over 
50 percent in six months. Our willingness to provide an amenable salary, excellent working conditions, and profit sharing 
were reasons that Claude accepted the position of overseeing the Ivy’s Café chain. 
 The new decor, the new menu, and the presence of Claude have resulted in our restaurants being written up in 
Today’s Gourmet, the most respected food publication in our region. Appetizer, salad and soup sales have increased 95 
percent over the fiscal year. Restaurant surveys show a marked improvement in customer satisfaction with a 85 percent 
approval rating. In addition, those who come in for lunch enjoy their meals so much that they return for dinner. Overall, the 
chain of Ivy’s Cafés has remarkable increases in sales, return business and new business; therefore, the next fiscal year 
should be the best year ever for our company. 

1. In the fifth paragraph, the word "acumen" is used to mean: 
 A. fulfillment 
 B. expresso 
 C. knowledge 
 D. salesmanship 
2. If profits for Ivy’s Cafés continue to increase as expected, sales will increase to how much for the  

           1996 fiscal year? 
 A. $1,000,000 
 B. $2,500,000 
 C. $4,000,000 
 D. $5,000,000 
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3. Before the fiscal year 1994-1995, Ivy’s Café was known for what? 
 A. a place to get a cheap, quick meal 
 B. a place to relax and meet friends 
 C. a place to eat only vegetarian food 
 D. a place to have excellent mixed drinks 
4. Which of the following is most likely to eat at Ivy’s Café? 
 A. teenagers 
 B. senior citizens 
 C. families with a lot of children 
 D. business men and women 
5. The main reason, according to the passage, for Ivy’s Cafés increased success is what? 
 A. remodeling 
 B. salads 
 C. decor 
 D. Claude Filino 
6. Which of the following was not available at the restaurants before 1995? 
 A. tomato soup 
 B. fried chicken 
 C. steamed vegetables 
 D. garden salad 
7. Of the following, which was not a factor in increased sales? 
 A. the chef 
 B. the general manager 
 C. the plants 
 D. the kitchen 
8. Sales for 1994-1995 increased by what percent? 
 A. 100% 
 B. 75% 
 C. 50% 
 D. 25% 

 
Sample 3: 
“Did you ever surf the Pipeline in Hawaii?” 
“No, but I surfed in the Bahamas.” 
“Was it great? Were the waves big?”  
“Oh yes. It was wonderful down there. The waves were awesome.” 
“How old were you when you went to the Bahamas?” 
“Well, let’s see. I must have been about twenty. No, it was after I met your mom. So, I guess I was about twenty-three.” 
“Gee, did Mom go with you?” 
“Heavens no! She was at college then. Besides, she never thought much about surfing.” 
“How did you get there? Did you save up your money to go?” 

 “First, I worked three jobs to save up enough money to go. When I mean go, I don’t mean for a few days mind you. I 
wanted to stay in the Bahamas for at least six months. When I had saved up enough money, I bought an airline ticket. 
Lord, what a plane! It was a World War II oldie, and I wasn’t sure I would get there alive. When we landed, I got down on 
my hands and knees and kissed the ground.” 
“What! You must be kidding. Where did you stay?” 

 “No, I’m not kidding. Well, since I wanted to stay for so long and all, I took a tent and camped out in the woods near the 
beach. As a matter of fact, my tent took a week to get to me. The airline put it on the wrong plane. I slept in a cave for a 
week. My best friend for that week was a bat. He slept all day while I was surfing. At night, he flew out over my head to 
hunt for food. That bat hunted from dusk to dawn.” 
“Did you like the people down there?” 

 “Oh yes. They were good to all the surfers. They liked Americans partly because we had money to spend. The Bahamians 
were easy going and seemed to be happy all the time. They introduced me to some new food like pigeon peas and fried 
bananas. Whenever one of the surfers got cut on the reef, they took him into their homes and looked after him until he was 
O.K.” 
“Did you ever get hurt?” 

 “Almost. My friend Darrell and I were diving off a cliff, and we ran into two huge manta rays. Darrell was so frantically trying 
to get away from them that he almost drowned me. When we got over our fright, we were intrigued by these two awesome 
animals. They were tremendous. I’ll bet if you measured across them, they were ten feet each.” 
“How come you don’t surf anymore?” 
“I guess coming back and seeing how small the surf is here spoiled surfing for me.” 
“Did you ever go back?” 
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“No. Other responsibilities took over.” 
“Like me?” 
“Like you.” 
“Do you want to go back?” 

 “Mmm. Yes. Your mom and I are going to take a vacation next Christmas, and we are thinking of going there.” 
“Can I go and go surfing?” 
“I don’t know. Can you?” 

 “You’re a silly man. Let’s start planning now. I don’t want to lose my luggage,” the girl says with a giggle. We turn away 
from the beach and get in the car. I think a trip to the surf shop is in order. 

1. In the context of the passage, the word "awesome" means what? 
 A. small 
 B. wide 
 C. large 
 D. level 
2. Who is the man in the passage? 
 A. an uncle 
 B. a neighbor 
 C. the brother 
 D. the father 
3. Which of the following was discussed least in the passage? 
 A. surfing the Pipeline 
 B. the bat 
 C. making the money for the trip 
 D. Mom 
4. Where does the conversation between the girl and the man take place? 
 A. the Pipeline 
 B. the Bahamas 
 C. at home 
 D. the beach 
5. In what decade was the airplane in the story built? 
 A. 1980s 
 B. 1960s 
 C. 1940s 
 D. 1920s 
6. What was the reason that the man slept in a cave? 
 A. he had no tent 
 B. he loved caves 
 C. that was the only place to sleep 
 D. there was a flood 
7. Why did the girl say that the man is silly? 
 A. he stayed in a tent 
 B. he went to the Bahamas 
 C. he ate fried bananas 
 D. he teased her about the upcoming vacation 
8. What did the man see when he went diving from the cliffs? 
 A. sharks 
 B. dolphins 
 C. mantas 
 D. whales 

Sample 4  
What Methods Do Andean Farmers Use? 

Public debate around climate change and its effects on agriculture tends to focus on the large-scale industrial farms of 
the North. Farmers who work on a small scale and use traditional methods have largely been ignored. However, as the 
world slowly comes to terms with the threat of climate change, Native farming traditions will warrant greater attention. 

In the industrial model of agriculture, one or two crop varieties are grown over vast areas. Instead of trying to use local 
resources of soil and water optimally and sustainably, the natural environment is all but ignored and uniform growing 
conditions are fabricated through large-scale irrigation and the intensive use of artificial fertilizers and pesticides. For 
example, a handful of basically similar potato varieties, all of which require nearly identical soil conditions, temperature, 
rainfall, and growing seasons, account for almost all global production. When these global crops are no longer suited to 
the environment in which they are grown, when their resistance to disease and pests begins to fail, or the climate itself 
changes, the best way to rejuvenate the breeding stock will be to introduce new genetic material from the vast diversity of 
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crop varieties still maintained by indigenous peoples. 
In contrast to the industrial model, Andean potatoes and other Andean crops such as squash and beans grown by 

Quechuan farmers exhibit extraordinary genetic diversity, driven by the need to adapt crops to the extraordinary climatic 
diversity of the region. 

Along the two axes of latitude and altitude, the Andes encompasses fully two-thirds of all possible combinations of 
climate and geography found on Earth. The Andean potato has been adapted to every environment except the depth of 
the rainforest or the frozen peaks of the mountains. Today, facing the likelihood of major disruptions to the climatic 
conditions for agriculture worldwide, indigenous farmers provide a dramatic example of crop adaptation in an increasingly 
extreme environment. More importantly, Native farmers have also safeguarded the crop diversity essential for the future 
adaptations. 
Adapted from Craig Benjamin, “The Machu Picchu Model: Climate Change and Agricultural Diversity.” © 1999 by Craig 
Benjamin. 

1.     What is the main idea of the first paragraph? 
A.   Attention to Native farming practices will lead to greater awareness of the threat of climate change. 
B.   Popularity of small-scale farming in the North will lead to greater attention to Native farming practices. 
C.   Global demand for food will lead to increasing efficiency of large-scale farming in the North. 

  D.   It will be worthwhile to include a greater focus on Native farming practices in public discussions    
              concerning the threat of climate change. 

E.   Despite potential climate change, public debate will have little effect on industrial farming practices. 
2.     In the second paragraph, the information about potato-growing practices in the industrial model of agriculture  
        serves to: 

A.   Give an example of a potential problem that Native farming practices could help to alleviate. 
B.   Show the likely global consequences of a possible food shortage caused by industrial farming practices. 
C.   show how pests and disease are less effectively resisted by crops grown in the industrial farming  
       model. 
D.   Give an example of how public debate has had little effect on the agricultural practices of the North. 

  E.   Give an example of how Native farming practices and industrial farming practices derive from different   
              climatic conditions. 

3.     The passage states that which of the following is true of the small number of potato varieties that account for most 
        of the potatoes produced on Earth currently? 

A.   They are grown in the Andean region. 
B.   They all require very similar soil and climate conditions. 
C.   They are no longer suited to their environment. 
D.   They are based on genetic material from crops developed by indigenous peoples. 
E.   They make optimal use of available soil and water resources. 

4.    As it is used in the passage, the underlined word fabricated most nearly means: 
A.   woven 
B.   falsely stated 
C.   fully clothed 
D.   manufactured 
E.   unwrapped 

 
Sample 5 
Fortune Tellers 
A young couple entered the restaurant in Andy’s view. They were holding hands. 
Andy sat back down in his chair. He felt sick. He turned and faced his father, who was eating xôi. 
“What’s the matter, son?” asked his father. “I thought you were going to the birthday party.” 
“It’s too late.” 
“Are you sure?” 
Andy nodded. He looked at the plate of xôi. He wanted to bury his face in it. “Hi, Andy.” A voice came from behind. 
Andy looked up. He recognized the beautiful face, and he refused to meet her eyes. “Hi, Jennifer,” muttered Andy, looking 
at the floor. 
“You didn’t miss much, Andy. The party was dead. I was looking for you, hoping you could give me a ride home. Then I 
met Tim, and he was bored like me. And he said he’d take me home…. Andy, do you want to eat with us? I’ll introduce you 
to Tim.” 
Andy said, “No, I’m eating xôi with my father.” 
“Well, I’ll see you in school then, okay?” “Yeah.” And Andy watched her socks move away from his view. 
Andy grabbed a chunk of xôi. The rice and beans stuck to his fingernails. He placed the chunk in his mouth and pulled it 
away from his fingers with his teeth. There was a dry bitter taste. But nothing could be as bitter as he was, so he chewed 
some more. 
The bitterness faded as the xôi became softer in his mouth, but it was still tasteless. He could hear the young couple talk 
and giggle. Their words and laughter and the sounds of his own chewing mixed into a sticky mess. The words were bitter 
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and the laughter was tasteless, and once he began to understand this, he tasted the sweetness of xôi. Andy enjoyed 
swallowing the sticky mess down. Andy swallowed everything down— sweetness and bitterness and nothingness and what 
he thought was love. 
Adapted from Nguyen Duc Minh, “Fortune Tellers.” in the collection American Eyes.©1994 by H. Holt 

1.     Who is telling this story? 
A.   Jennifer 
B.   Andy 
C.   Tim 
D.   Andy’s father 
E.   An unnamed narrator 

2.     What is the most reasonable conclusion to make from the statement in the first 
paragraph, “He felt sick.”? 
A.   Eating xoi with his father gave Andy a stomachache. 
B.   Andy was upset when he saw Jennifer holding hands with Tim. 
C.   Andy was unhappy about the restaurant his father had selected. 
D.   Andy was upset with Jennifer for making him miss the party. 
E.   Andy mistakenly thought that Tim was his best friend. 

3.     According to the passage, Tim would most likely describe the party as: 
A.   mysterious 
B.   lively 
C.   dull 
D.   upsetting 
E.   remarkable 

4.     Based on the last paragraph, it can be most reasonably inferred that Andy’s 
increasing enjoyment of eating xôi was related to: 
A.   hearing Tim and Jennifer laughing and talking 
B.   the fact that it stuck to his fingernails 
C.  sitting at a table with Tim and Jennifer while he ate. 
D.   the fact that his father made the xôi 
E.   seeing Tim and Jennifer eating xôi 

5.     This passage is mainly about the relationship between: 
A.   Andy and his father. 
B.   Andy and Tim. 
C.   Andy’s father and Tim. 
D.   Jennifer and Tim. 
E.   Jennifer and Andy. 

 
Sample 6 
In the 1930s, why did author Zora Neale Hurston cho ose Eatonville, Florida, to be the first source for  her 
collection of folklore? 

I was glad when somebody told me, “You may go and collect Negro folklore.” In a way, it would not be a new 
experience for me. When I pitched headforemost into the world I landed in the crib of Negroism. It was fitting me like a 
tight chemise. I couldn't see it for wearing it. It was only when I was off in college, away from my native surroundings, that I 
could stand off and look at my garment. Then I had to have the spy-glass of anthropology to look through. 

I was asked where I wanted to work and I said, “Florida. It’s a place that draws people—Negroes from every Southern 
state and some from the North and West.” So I knew that it was possible for me to get a cross section of the Negro South 
in one state. And then I realized that I felt new myself, so it looked sensible for me to choose familiar ground. I started in 
Eatonville, Florida, because I knew that the town was full of material and that I could get it without causing any hurt or 
harm. As early as I could remember, it was the habit of the men particularly to gather on the store porch in the evenings 
and swap stories. Even the women would stop and break a breath with them at times. As a child when I was sent down to 
the store, I'd drag out my leaving to hear more. 

Folklore is not as easy to collect as it sounds. The ideal source is where there are the fewest outside influences, but 
these people are reluctant at times to reveal that which the soul lives by. I knew that even I would have some hindrance 
among strangers. But here in Eatonville I knew everybody was going to help me. 
Adapted from Zora Neale Hurston, Mules and Men. ©1935 by J.B. Lippincott Company. 

1.     Which of the following does the author use as a metaphor for the culture in which she was born? 
A.   College 
B.   Garment 
C.   Southern state 
D.   Spy-glass 
E.   Story 

2.     Based on the first paragraph, it is most reasonable to conclude that while in college the author: 
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A.   decided to become a professor of anthropology. 
B.   decided that she did not want to live permanently in Eatonville, Florida. 
C.   felt that her teachers prevented her from studying what she wanted. 
D.   became disenchanted with anthropology. 
E.   understood her own culture in new and different ways. 

3.     As it is used in the passage, the highlighted word material most nearly means: 
A.   diversity 
B.   fabric 
C.   information 
D.   money 
E.   energy 

        4.     In the second paragraph, the author indicates that one reason she chose to work in Florida was that she wanted to 
        collect folklore: 

A.   from people of different geographical backgrounds 
B.   where her teachers suggested she do so 
C.   from a place she had never visited 
D.   in a state far from where she grew up 
E.   in a state with a large urban population 

5.     In the first paragraph, the author’s claim, “In a way, it would not be a new experience for me," refers to the fact    
        that: 

A.   she had already attended college in Florida. 
B.   she had already collected folklore in Florida for a college course. 
C.   she had already experienced new cultures by leaving home. 
D.   she was already familiar with the folklore she was to collect. 
E.   she had already received permission to conduct the study. 

6.     Based on information in the third paragraph, which of the following statements about the interactions on the porch 
        can be most reasonably inferred? 

A.   The adults encouraged the author (as a child) to stay and tell stories. 
B.   Men were more frequent participants than were women. 
C.   Most of the storytellers had not grown up in Eatonville. 
D.   The author's parents sent her to the porch to hear the stories. 
E.   One man in particular told most of the stories. 

7.     In the last paragraph, the author writes that folklore collecting: 
A.   is less difficult than it appears. 
B.   is easiest to accomplish in isolated places because people there freely reveal their innermost thoughts. 
C.   can be difficult in isolated places, even though the people there are the best sources. 
D.   is more difficult than publishing what has been collected. 
E.   is the best way to reveal what is important to people. 

8.     Which of the following is NOT among the reasons the author gives for her decision to collect folklore in Eatonville? 
A.   The people of Eatonville would be grateful that she published their stories. 
B.   The people of Eatonville would have many stories for her collection. 
C.   Eatonville and its people are familiar to her. 
D.   She believes that she can collect stories without doing harm. 
E.   She believes that the people of Eatonville will help her in her project. 

 
 
Reading Answers 
Sample 1 
1. C 
2. C 
3. B 
4. C 
5. D 
6. A 
7. D 
8. B 
Sample 2 
1. C 
2. D 
3. A 
4. D 

5. D 
6. C 
7. D 
8. B 
Sample 3 
1. C 
2. D 
3. A 
4. D 
5. C 
6. A 
7.   D 
8. C 

Sample 4 
1  D Recognizing the main idea of a paragraph 
2  A Showing how details are related to the 
main idea 
3  B Recognizing significant details 
4  D Vocabulary 
Sample 5 
1  E Recognizing several points of view 
2  B Drawing conclusions from facts given 
3  C Recognizing significant details 
4  A Inferring cause-effect relationships 
5  E Inferring the main idea of a passage with 
more than one paragraph 

Sample 6 
1  B Recognizing significant details 
2  E Drawing conclusions from facts given 
3  C Vocabulary 
4  A Drawing conclusions from facts given 
5  D Drawing conclusions from facts given 
6  B Drawing conclusions from facts given 
7  C Recognizing significant details 
8  A Recognizing significant details 
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General Review of Grammar 
The following sentences contain problems or mistakes in grammar, usage, diction (choice of words), and idiom. Some 
sentences are correct. No sentence contains more than one error. You will find that the error, if there is one, is underlined 
and lettered. Assume that elements of the sentence that are not underlined are correct and cannot be changed. In 
choosing answers, follow the requirements of standard written English. If there is an error, select the one underlined part 
that must be changed to make the sentence correct.  If there is no error, select answer "E." 

Usage Questions:  Basic Principles 
No Error" 
Choice E-"No error"-is correct almost exactly one-fifth of the time. Don't waste a lot of time searching for errors where 
none exist. 

What is Underlined 
Remember that a part of the sentence that is not underlined may make something that is underlined incorrect. So don't 
simply focus on the words that are underlined. 

Pronouns 
Among the most common errors tested in usage problems are ones involving pronouns. Before you do anything else, 
make certain that all pronouns are correct. Here's an example: 
 When her and her friends went to the movie, they had trouble finding a place to park.  No error 
                   A                B                                         C        D                                    E 
The correct answer is A. The "her" ought to be "she." You can always test pronouns by simplifying the sentence and 
seeing if it still sounds right. To simplify this sentence, leave out "and her friends."  This gives you the following:  "When 
her went to the movie." 

Number 
You should always determine whether the subject is singular or plural. Then check the verb. If the subject is plural, the 
verb must be plural as well. Here's an example: 
The members of the steering committee, though relatively inexperienced, is doing a good job with planning. No error          
                                                                       A         B                                 C                 D                                     E 
The correct answer is C. The subject of the sentence is members, not committee, which means that the "is" should be 
"are." 

Tense 
Similarly, you must make certain that every verb in the sentence is in the proper tense. Here's an example: 
When John plays tennis with his brother, he showed off by using his expensive new racket.     No error. 
                     A                                           B                         C                   D                                     E 
The correct answer is A. Even though the clause "When John plays tennis with his brother" is perfectly grammatical by 
itself, it doesn't agree with the rest of the sentence. "Plays" should be "played" to agree with "showed off." 

Adverbs 
Keep an eye out for adjectives used in place of adverbs, and vice versa. Here's an example: 
Lemonade, which had been a favorite of his, was forgotten with the rapid increasing number of Pepsi drinkers.  No Error   
                        A         B                                           C                           D                                                                      E 
The correct answer is D.  "Rapid" should be "rapidly." 

Ambiguity 
Ambiguity is lack of clarity. Most often ambiguous sentences contain pronouns that have no clear antecedents 
(antecedents are the nouns that pronouns represent). This isn't much of a problem in spoken English, because we can 
usually figure out what pronouns represent by paying attention to context or the speaker's tone of voice. Not so in written 
English. When checking for this sort of mistake, play dumb. Don't guess what the writer meant or make up a context in 
which the sentence would be correct as written. Antecedents in the sentences must be clear. Here's an example: 
 Football and baseball are both popular sports, but it has too much violence for many people.   No error. 
                                                  A                                   B             C                D                                     E 
The correct answer is B. The subject of the sentence is plural (football and baseball), but the pronoun is singular (it). You 
can't tell from the sentence whether "it" represents football or baseball. A corrected version of this sentence would read 
something like this:  "Football and baseball are both popular sports, but football has too much violence for many people." 

Diction, Usage, and Idiom 
Some sentences are easy enough to understand but contain slight errors in word choice or usage. You don't need a big 
vocabulary to answer these questions correctly, but you do need to read carefully. A sentence might contain a word that is 
almost right, but not quite. Here's an example: 
 When the battle was over, the victorious soldiers rose their flag over the fort.     No Error. 
          A                         B                                                C      D                                        E 
The correct answer is C. "Rose" should be "raised." Always pay close attention. 
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Writing Passages 
Read each passage and answer the questions below. 

Asset Sample 1: 
 Wearing contact lenses can be a wonderful experience if you follow the proper procedures. There are four steps you 

should follow to avoid problems with contacts. These steps include getting a complete eye exam, getting fitted for the 

lenses, take care of your lenses, and following up with the optometrist.  

 The first step is the eye exam. You should make an appointment with the optometrist, and to tell them that you want to 

be fitted for contact lenses. This is because an appointment that includes contact lens fitting takes longer than a regular 

eye exam. The contact lens exam includes checking your vision and to measure the curvature of your eyes. Also, the 

doctor will discuss what type of contact lenses, hard or soft, are best suited to your needs. 

 The second step is the lens fitting. If you choose hard lenses, the measurement of the curvature of your eyes is 

critical. The lenses have to fit snugly to your eyes so they will stay in place. Hard lenses must be ordered; therefore, you 

will have to wait for the lenses to be manufactured before you can be sure they fit properly and the prescription is correctly. 

If you choose soft lenses, you have choices. You can choose those that last indefinitely, those you dispose of every two 

weeks, or those you dispose of daily. You can also choose lenses that you do not take out except once a week to clean or 

lenses you take out every night. It is important to remember that you should follow the advice of your doctor and get the 

type of lenses recommended for your needs. 

 The third step is taking care of your lenses. You should have a case for storage and the proper solutions for cleaning 

and to soak the lenses and for wetting the lenses before you insert them into your eyes. Hard lenses last longer but they 

cost more to maintain. You have to have one solution for cleaning, one for soaking, and another for wetting the lenses. 

Soft lenses that you can wear indefinitely cost more to maintain, too. You may have to buy a device that uses heat with a 

special solution to disinfect the lenses. You can also get soft lenses that only require a disinfecting enzyme soak. Lenses 

that are replaced every two weeks require one solution that rinses, soaks, disinfects, and wets the lenses. In the long run, 

lenses that are replaced every two weeks are the most cost-effective type that you can buy. 

 The fourth step is to follow up with the optometrist. Your optometrist will expect you to return to have the lenses 

checked, after you have worn them for about two or three weeks. This is to make sure they fit properly, the prescription is 

completely correct, and your eyes have adjusted properly to the lenses. After this check-up, you’ll need to see the doctor 

every year for an exam. This check-up is to appraise your vision; and your prescription for contacts is only good for one 

year. 

 Contact lenses can give freedom and a new appearance to the wearer. Proper fitting and care can make the 

experience a good one and help prevent problems. Just remember, if you wear contacts and start having any kind of 

problem with  them, call your optometrist immediately. It’s your vision and it’s your responsibility to protect it. 

(1) 

(2) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

(7) 

(5) 

(10) 

(12) 

(13) (14) (15) 

(11) 

(9) (8) 
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1. A. no change 
 B. took 
 C. taking 
 D. taken 
2. A. no change 
 B. tell 
 C. taking 
 D. taken 
3. A. no change 
 B. measure 
 C. measured 
 D. measuring 
4. A. no change 
 B. lenses 
 C. lenses-- 
 D. lenses. 
5. A. no change 
 B. must 
 C. have 
 D. can 

6. A. no change 
 B. okay 
 C. correct 
 D. correctlingly 
7. A. no change 
 B. day 
 C. by day 

D. each day 
8. A. no change 
 B. soak 
 C. soaked 
 D. soaking 
9. A. no change 
 B. longer, but 
 C. longer; but 
 D. long but 
10. A. no change 
 B. checked. After 
 C. checked after 
 D. checked; after 

11. A. no change 
 B. youll 
 C. you’ll 
 D. you 
12. A. no change 
 B. vision and 
 C. vision. And 
 D. vision, and 
13. A. no change 
 B. them. Call 
 C. them; call 
 D. them call 
14. A. no change 
 B. vision, and it’s 
 C. vision. And it’s 
 D. vision; and it’s 
15. A. no change 

B. your eyes 
C. its 

 D. the doctor 

Asset Sample 2: 
 My grandmother was one of the most interesting persons that I have ever known. When she was a young woman in 

an age when few women worked outside the home she taught school. Later, after her children started school, she became 

the postmistress of a small North Carolina town. Not only was she a working woman, but she managed to have four 

children and one of the best cooks around. My earliest memories of my grandmother were when I was three years old. 

When I visited her, we went everywhere together. What an odd twosome we must have seemed to those who saw us 

together! She with her ramrod straight back and I grubby and freckled faced. 

 Grandmother Smith was never young to me. I remember her as being short and plump and having gray hair. She wore 

her hair short and got a perm every six months. One thing about her that was strange to me being that she always wore a 

corset. The thing was huge! It started just below her bust line and went down to the tops of her legs. It was an ugly, fleshy 

pink and had about a million stays that ran the whole length of it. She wore it summer and winter. It had garters for her 

hose, which she also wore every day. My grandma was always impeccably groomed. Never a stray hair for her. She even 

carried extra hose in her purse in case she got a run. 

 She worked from 7:00 A.M. until 11:00 A.M. Monday through Friday then came home to cook lunch for Granddad.  At 

1:00 P.M. she would go back and work until 5:00 P.M. then come home and prepare supper. Saturdays she had a part-

time person come in to run the Post Office. As postmistress of Atkinson, NC, she sorted all the mail, accepted mailings, 

sold stamps, and made sure the right people got their mail. Not that this was necessarily a hard job, but it was one that 

was critically important to the people of a small town. 

 I loved my grandmother with a passion. I went to visit at least one weekend a month and during the summer, I stayed 

with my grandparents for two solid weeks. My memories of her are still as vivid as the days the events actually happened.  

 One of the memories I have is her teaching me to make biscuits. I was too small to see over the table she used to 

(1) 

(4) 

(2) 

(3) 

(5) (6) 

(7) 

(9) 

(10) 

(8) 
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make biscuits, so she had a stool for me to stand on. She would have a separate ball of dough for me. Because my hands 

were not all that clean and my biscuit men were always slightly gray. I made biscuit men while she made the lightest, 

fluffiest biscuits I have ever put in my mouth. My mouth waters just thinking about eating one of those heavenly delights. 

Although she used lard to make her biscuits, they were never greasy. Grandma’s biscuits were small. She used a metal 

measuring cup with the bottom cut out for a biscuit cutter. She could whip up a batch of buttermilk biscuits in no time at all. 

In the kitchen, she was a whirling tornado of activity. Today, I’m known to my friends and relatives as the inheritor of 

Grandma’s wonderful biscuit recipe. Mine will melt in your mouth too.  

 The saddest thing for me is that I was away from North Carolina and at odds with her at the time of her death. You 

know how twenty years old, know it all’s are. I still miss her terribly, and tears come to my eyes because I never had that 

one last time to tell her how much I loved her. I guess all things happen for a reason, and I learned a valuable lesson. 

Never, never let anger keep you from telling loved ones how much they mean to you. Never leave without telling them you 

love them. You never know it may be the last time you see them. 

1. A. no change 
 B. folks 
 C. old ladies 
 D. women 
2. A. no change 
 B. home; she 
 C. home, she 
 D. home. She 
3. A. no change 
 B. and being one 
 C. and is one 
 D. and was one 
4. A. no change 

 B. She had a ramrod, straight back, and I had 
 a grubby, freckled face. 
 C. She had a ramrod, straight back and I a  
 grubby freckled face. 
 D. She had a ramrod, straight back, and I a  
 grubby freckled face. 

5. A. no change 
 B. it permed 
 C. had it permed 
 D. was permed 
6. A. no change 
 B. me--she 
 C. me was that she 
 D. me that she 
7. A. no change 
 B. ugly flesh 
 C. ugly-flesh 
 D. ugly; flesh 
8. A. no change 
 B. Never was a stray hair for her. 
 C. She never had a stray hair. 
 D. For her, never a stray hair. 
9. A. no change 
 B. At 1:00 P.M.. 

 C. At 1:00 P.M.; 
 D. At 1:00 P.M., 

10. A. no change 
 B. month, and during 
 C. month--and during 
 D. month; and during 
11. A. no change 

 B. Because my hands were not all that clean, 
  and my biscuit men were always gray. 
 C. Because my hands were not all that clean,  
  my biscuit men were always gray. 
 D. Because my hands were not all that clean;  
 and my biscuit men were always gray. 

12. A. no change 
 B. omit 
 C. You know twenty year old, know it all are. 
 D. Twenty years olds are know it alls. 
13. A. no change 
 B. terribly; and 
 C. terribly. And 
 D. terribly and 
14. A. no change 
 B. know, it 
 C. know; it 
 D. know—it 
15.   Suppose the writer wanted to add the following 

sentence to the passage: 
"As a child, it did not matter that we were 
different, because I loved my Grandmother very 
much." 
The writer would most logically place the 
sentence at the end of paragraph 
A. 1 
B. 2 
C. 3 
D. 4 

 

(12) (13) 

(14) 

(11) 
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Compass Sample 3  - Grameen Bank  
 
Bangladesh’s economy is based primarily on small-scale enterprises ran by self-employed men and women. 

These small-business owners, who make a living as shopkeepers or providers of services, face a problem common to 

proprietors everywhere: lack of access to credit, particularly among the early start-up phase of an enterprise. Credit, which 

allows people to obtain the resources and equipment he needs to make his business productive, is often, frequently 

unavailable to those who possess little collateral. Thus, many people which would benefit from credit are denied access to 

it. 

The Grameen Bank, founded in 1976 by economist Muhammad Yunis, who was a fine soccer player in his youth, 

provides the only unique alternative via loans to prospective business owners, whether they are given only to those who fall 

below a certain level of assets. Instead of putting up collateral, Grameen customers are accountable with one another, 

congregating in small groups that meet as a week. 

If one member will fail to repay a loan, the entire group is unable to obtain credit in the future thus, group members 

have a strong incentive to succeed and support others in the group. In the last twenty years, the Grameen Bank has lent 

two billion dollars, and his customers have repaid 97 percent of their loans. Such results have led to the creation of similar 

programs. 

1.  A.   Bangladesh's economy is based primarily on small-scale 
B.   Bangladesh's economy's is based primarily on small-scale 
C.   Bangladesh's economies' are based primarily on small-scale 
D.   Bangladesh's economys' is based primarily on small-scale 
E.   Bangladesh's economies' is based primarily on small-scale 

2.  A.   enterprises ran by self-employed men and women. 
B.   enterprises run by self-employed men and women. 
C.   enterprises have run by self-employed men and women. 
D.   enterprises was run by self-employed men and women. 
E.   enterprises had been run by self-employed men and women. 

3.  A.   These small-business owners, who make a living as shopkeepers or providers of services, 
B.   These small-business owners, who make a living, as shopkeepers or providers of services 
C.   These small-business owners, who make a living as shopkeepers, or providers of services 
D.   These small-business owners who make a living as shopkeepers or providers of services, 
E.   These small-business owners; who make a living as shopkeepers or providers of services, 

4.  A.   face a problem common to proprietors everywhere: lack of access to credit, 
B.   face a problem common to proprietors everywhere: lack of access credit, 
C.   face a problem common to proprietors everywhere: lack of access from credit, 
D.   face a problem common to proprietors everywhere: lack of access in credit, 
E.   face a problem common to proprietors everywhere: lack of access for credit, 

5.  A.   particularly among the early start-up phase of an enterprise. 
B.   particularly between the early start-up phase of an enterprise. 
C.   particularly below the early start-up phase of an enterprise. 
D.   particularly during the early start-up phase of an enterprise. 
E.   particularly now the early start-up phase of an enterprise. 

6.  A.   Credit, which allows people to obtain the resources and equipment he needs to make his business productive, 
B.   Credit, which allows people to obtain the resources and equipment they need to make their businesses  
       productive, 
C.   Credit, which allows people to obtain the resources and equipment we need to make our business productive, 
D.   Credit, which allows people to obtain the resources and equipment one needs to make our business productive, 
E.   Credit, which allows people to obtain the resources and equipment you need to make one's business productive, 
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7.  A.   is often, frequently unavailable to those who possess little collateral. 
B.   is often unavailable many times to those who possess little collateral. 
C.   is often unavailable to those who possess little collateral. 
D.   is often unavailable frequently to those who possess little collateral. 
E.   is often unavailable, all the time, to those who possess little collateral. 

8.  A.   Thus, many 
B.   Although, many 
C.   Nevertheless, many 
D.   Since, many 
E.   Anyway, many 

9.  A.   people which would benefit from credit 
B.   people whom would benefit from credit 
C.   people whose would benefit from credit 
D.   people who’s would benefit from credit 
E.   people who would benefit from credit 

10.   A.   are denied access to it. 
B.   are denying access to it. 
C.   deny access to it. 
D.   denied access to it. 
E.   there is access denied to it. 

11.   A.   The Grameen Bank, founded in 1976 by economist Muhammad Yunis, who was a fine soccer player in his  
          youth, provides 

B.   The Grameen Bank, founded in 1976 by economist Muhammad Yunis, who visited the University of Michigan,  
       provides 
C.   The Grameen Bank, founded in 1976 by economist Muhammad Yunis, who studied economics at a highly  
       regarded university, provides 
D.   The Grameen Bank, founded in 1976 by economist Muhammad Yunis, who is married and has three children,  
       provides 
E.   The Grameen Bank, founded in 1976 by economist Muhammad Yunis, who returned to Bangladesh in 1972,  
       provides 

12.   A.   the only unique alternative 
B.   the sole unique alternative 
C.   the lone unique alternative 
D.   a unique alternative 
E.   the exclusive unique alternative 

13.   A.   via loans to prospective business owners, whether they are given only to those who fall below a certain level of  
            assets. 

B.  via loans to prospective business owners, which are given only to those who fall below a certain level of assets. 
C.  via loans to prospective business owners are given only to those who fall below a certain level of assets. 
D.  via loans to prospective business owners. Which are given only to those who fall below a certain level of  
      assets. 
E.   via loans to prospective business owners, when given only to those who fall below a certain level of assets. 

14.   A.   Instead of putting up collateral, Grameen customers are accountable with one another, 
B.   Instead of putting up collateral, Grameen customers are accountable in one another, 
C.   Instead of putting up collateral, Grameen customers are accountable one another, 
D.   Instead of putting up collateral, Grameen customers are accountable at one another, 
E.   Instead of putting up collateral, Grameen customers are accountable to one another, 

15.   A.   congregating in 
B.   and congregation in 
C.   congregate in 
D.   so congregating in 
E.   congregating between 

16.   A.   small groups that meet as a week. 
B.   small groups that meet every weekly. 
C.   small weekly groups that meet. 
D.   small groups that meet weekly. 
E.   small groups weekly each meet. 

17.   A.   If one member will fail to repay a loan, the entire group is unable to obtain credit 
B.   If one member fails to repay a loan, the entire group is unable to obtain credit 
C.   If one member do fail to repay a loan, the entire group is unable to obtain credit 
D.   If one member is fail to repay a loan, the entire group is unable to obtain credit 
E.   If one member failing to repay a loan, the entire group is unable to obtain credit 
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18.   A.   in the future thus, group members have a strong incentive to succeed and support 
B.   in the future and thus, group members have a strong incentive to succeed and support 
C.   in the future, thus, group members have a strong incentive to succeed and support 
D.   in the future, and, thus, group members have a strong incentive to succeed and support 
E.   in the future; thus, group members have a strong incentive to succeed and support 

19.   A.   others in the group. In the last twenty years, the Grameen Bank has lent two billion dollars, 
B.   others in the group. In the last twenty years, the Grameen Bank has lended two billion dollars, 
C.   others in the group. In the last twenty years, the Grameen Bank lend two billion dollars, 
D.   others in the group. In the last twenty years, the Grameen Bank did lent two billion dollars, 
E.   others in the group. In the last twenty years, the Grameen Bank lends two billion dollars, 

20.   A.   and his customers have repaid 97 percent of their loans. 
B.   and their customers have repaid 97 percent of their loans. 
C.   and its customers have repaid 97 percent of their loans. 
D.   and itself’s customers have repaid 97 percent of their loans. 
E.   and our customers have repaid 97 percent of their loans. 

21.   A.   Such results have led to the creation of similar programs. 
B.   Such results: have led to the creation of similar programs. 
C.   Such results have led, to the creation of similar programs. 
D.   Such results, have led to the creation of similar programs. 
E.   Such results; have led to the creation of similar programs. 

22.   Suppose the writer wants to show that lending programs similar to the one administered by the 
Grameen Bank have been widely accepted. Which of the following phrases, if added to the last 
sentence of the essay, would best achieve that goal? 
A.   to make credit available 
B.   over the years 
C.   around the world 
D.   to encourage development 
E.   with some variations 

23.   Suppose the writer had been asked to write an essay explaining the influence of the credit system developed by  
        Muhammad Yunis on the economy of the United States. Does this article fulfill that assignment? 

A.   Yes, because the article explains the work of Yunis and his success since 1976. 
B.   Yes, because the article says that there are similar credit programs in the United States. 
C.   Yes, because the economic influence of the Grameen Bank is felt throughout the world. 
D.   No, because the article says that similar credit systems have been established but does not specifically  
       mention the United States. 
E.   No, because the article is concerned with the reputation of Yunis as an economist, rather than the credit  
       system he developed. 

24.   Which of the following sentences, if added at the end of the first paragraph, would best make the point that there  
        was a need for the Grameen Bank? 

A.   This led to a stagnant economy in Bangladesh. 
B.   Other people, however, are able to overcome a lack of credit. 
C.   Collateral, therefore, is essential for a healthy economy. 
D.   Of course, there are some start-up businesses that do not need loans at all. 
E.   The banks, however, are able to lend their money in other countries. 

 
Compass Sample 4 - Léopold Sédar Senghor 

 
Léopold Sédar Senghor, the Senegalese poet and statesman, leading a life of mythic proportions. Born in a small 

West African village in 1906, Senghor had directed a movement against French colonial rule that bringed Senegal 

independence in 1959. 

Senghor served as Senegal’s first elected president from 1960 to 1980. Because of Senghor’s political influence, 

therefore, Senegal is today one of Africa’s most stable and affluent nations. 

After World War II, Senghor has entered politics and held a number of elected positions in France and Senegal 

between 1946 and 1959. During this time, working ceaselessly in African independence movements, all the while it 
(10) 

(1) 

(3) 

(11) 

(4) 

(2) 

(9) (8) 

(6) 

(7) 

(5) 



17 

emphasizes the importance of African cultural identity. Senghor’s efforts contributed to Charles de Gaulle’s grant of 

national sovereignty to Senegal and other West African countries in 1959. 

One legend about Senghor claim that at the moment of his birth, a tree on the ground fell and split, releasing a 

great spirit that entered the newborn's body. 

Senghor himself did not believe this story, true or not, the tale, on the other hand, gives an appropriately mythic 

dimension to the life of a man honored for his courageous and progressively work for the freedom of African peoples. 

1.    A.   Léopold Sédar Senghor, the Senegalese poet and statesman, leading a life of mythic proportions. 
B.   Léopold Sédar Senghor, the Senegalese poet and statesman, led a life of mythic proportions. 
C.   Léopold Sédar Senghor, the Senegalese poet and statesman, having led a life of mythic proportions. 
D.   Léopold Sédar Senghor, the Senegalese poet and statesman, while leading a life of mythic proportions. 
E.   Léopold Sédar Senghor, the Senegalese poet and statesman, in order to lead a life of mythic proportions. 

2.    A.   Born in a small West African village in 1906, 
B.   Born, in a small West African village in 1906, 
C.   Born in a small, West African village in 1906, 
D.   Born, in a small West African village, in 1906, 
E.   Born in a small, West, African village in 1906, 

3.    A.   Senghor had directed a movement against French colonial 
B.   Senghor directed a movement against French colonial 
C.   Senghor directing a movement against French colonial 
D.   Senghor to direct a movement against French colonial 
E.   Senghor by directing a movement against French colonial 

4.    A.   rule that bringed Senegal independence in 1959. 
B.   rule that had bringed Senegal independence in 1959. 
C.   rule that did bringed Senegal independence in 1959. 
D.   rule that would of brought Senegal independence in 1959. 
E.   rule that brought Senegal independence in 1959. 

5.    A.   Senghor served as Senegal’s first elected president from 1960 to 1980. 
B.   Senghor served as, and was officially, Senegal’s first elected president from 1960 to 1980. 
C.   Senghor won the election and served as Senegal’s first elected president from 1960 to 1980. 
D.   Senghor was voted in and served as Senegal’s first elected president from 1960 to 1980. 
E.   Senghor campaigned and served as Senegal’s first elected president from 1960 to 1980. 

6.    A.   Because of Senghor’s political influence, therefore, Senegal 
B.   Thus, because of Senghor’s political influence, therefore, Senegal 
C.   Consequently, due to Senghor’s political influence, therefore, Senegal 
D.   Because of Senghor’s political influence, Senegal 
E.   On account of Senghor’s political influence, therefore, Senegal consequently 

7.    A.   is today one of Africa’s most stable and affluent nations. 
B.   is today one of Africa’s most rock steady and rich nations. 
C.   is today one of Africa’s most stubborn and moneyed nations. 
D.   is today one of Africa’s most unflappable and loaded nations. 
E.   is today one of Africa’s most imperturbable and wealth-enhanced nations. 

8.    A.   After World War II, Senghor has entered politics 
B.   After World War II, Senghor entered politics 
C.   After World War II, Senghor having entered politics 
D.   After World War II, Senghor was going to enter politics 
E.   After World War II, Senghor had been going to enter politics 

9.    A.   and held a number of elected positions in France and Senegal between 1946 and 1959. 
B.   and held a number of positions in France and Senegal between 1946 and 1959. 
C.   and held some important jobs in France and Senegal between 1946 and 1959. 
D.   and held a number of different positions in France and Senegal between 1946 and 1959. 
E.   and held a number (two or three) of elected positions in France and Senegal between 1946 and 1959. 

10.  A.   During this time, working ceaselessly 
B.   During this time, having worked ceaselessly 
C.   During this time, he, working ceaselessly 
D.   During this time, he worked ceaselessly 
E.   During this time, to work ceaselessly 

(13) 

(18) (17) 

(16) 

(14) (15) 

(12) 

(19) (20) 
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11.  A.   in African independence movements, all the while it emphasizes the importance of African cultural identity. 
B.   in African independence movements, all the while it emphatic of the importance of African cultural identity. 
C.   in African independence movements, all the while had it emphasized the importance of African cultural identity. 
D.   in African independence movements, all the while emphasis was placed on the importance of African cultural  
       identity. 
E.   in African independence movements, all the while emphasizing the importance of African cultural identity. 

12.  A.  Senghor's efforts contributed to Charles de Gaulle’s 
B.   Senghors efforts contributed to Charles de Gaulle’s 
C.   Senghors’ efforts contributed to Charles de Gaulle’s 
D.   Senghors efforts’ contributed to Charles de Gaulle’s 
E.   Senghors effort’s contributed to Charles de Gaulle’s 

13.  A.   grant of national sovereignty to Senegal and other West African countries in 1959. 
B.   grant of national sovereignty, to Senegal and other West African countries in 1959. 
C.   grant, of national sovereignty to Senegal and other West African countries in 1959. 
D.   grant of, national sovereignty to Senegal and other West African countries, in 1959. 
E.   grant of national sovereignty, to Senegal and other West African countries, in 1959. 

14.  A.   One legend about Senghor claim 
B.   One legend about Senghor have claimed 
C.   One legend about Senghor had claims 
D.   One legend about Senghor has claims 
E.   One legend about Senghor claims 

15.  A.   that at the moment of his birth, a tree on the ground fell and split, 
B.   that at the moment of his birth, a tree on the ground split and fell, 
C.   that at the moment of his birth, a tree split and fell to the ground, 
D.   that at the moment of his birth, the falling ground split a tree, 
E.   that a tree at the moment of his birth split the earth and fell to the ground, 

16.  A.   releasing a great spirit that entered the newborn’s body. 
B.   releasing a great spirit that plundered the newborn’s body. 
C.   releasing a great spirit that violated the newborn’s body. 
D.   releasing a great spirit that charmed the newborn’s body. 
E.   releasing a great spirit that invaded the newborn’s body. 

17.  A.   Senghor himself did not believe this story, true or not, 
B.   Senghor himself did not believe this story. True or not, 
C.   Senghor himself did not believe this story, true, or not, 
D.   Senghor himself did not believe this story true, or not, 
E.   Senghor himself did not believe this story true or not, 

18.  A.   the tale, on the other hand, gives an appropriately 
B.   the tale, consequently, gives an appropriately 
C.   the tale, nevertheless, gives an appropriately 
D.   the tale, otherwise, gives an appropriately 
E.   the tale objectively gives an appropriately 

19.  A.   mythic dimension to the life of a man honored 
B.   mythic dimension to the life for a man honored 
C.   mythic dimension to the life whom a man honored 
D.   mythic dimension to the life by a man honored 
E.   mythic dimension to the life with a man honored 

20.  A.   for his courageous and progressively work for the freedom of African peoples. 
B.   for his courageous and progress work for the freedom of African peoples. 
C.   for his courageous and progressed work for the freedom of African peoples. 
D.   for his courageous and progression work for the freedom of African peoples. 
E.   for his courageous and progressive work for the freedom of African peoples. 

21. The writer wants to add a sentence that would introduce the second paragraph’s discussion of Senghor's activities 
      prior to becoming president of Senegal. Which of the following sentences would best achieve this effect? 

A.   Educated in Dakar and Paris, Senghor began his career as a teacher in France. 
B.   Senghor goes on to head Senegal’s independent government for twenty years. 
C.   Senghor was never a very superstitious man. 
D.   Senghor's father was a prosperous merchant in the small village of Joal. 
E.   Senghor was the first president of the independent Senegal. 
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22.  If the writer were to eliminate the information in paragraph 3 that Senghor himself did not believe the story about  
       the tree, the essay would primarily lose: 

A.   a sense of Senghor’s skeptical nature. 
B.   insight into African politicians’ beliefs. 
C.   an illustration of one way a spirit can be released. 
D.   a suggestion of the admiration Senghor inspired. 
E.   the implication that all African myths involve nature. 

 
Compass Sample 5 - Zebra Mussel 

 
An increasing number of lakes and rivers in the northern United States invaded are being by a species no larger than 

a fingernail. 

The zebra mussel probably steamed aboard a transatlantic ship sometime in the mid-1980s from the Caspian Sea 

into U.S. waterways. Despite its growth was explosive, partly because the species was preyed upon by very few native 

predators in its new environment. As a consequence, the zebra mussels did find a plentiful food supply. They eat huge 

amounts of phytoplankton, which tiny free-floating sea organisms that dwell in water. Scientists are concerned when the 

mussels may compete aggressively with other species that depend on the same food supply. 

Being invasive, the species concerns industry, public utilities, and boat owners. Zebra mussels cluster in huge 

colonies, being anchored themselves to any hard surface. These colonies can clog your water intake pipes of electric and 

water treatment plants. Fishery specialists are currently casting about and baiting their hooks to gun down control methods 

that will cause the least amount of damage to water supplies and other aquatic species. Two of the alternatives exploring 

are interrupting the species reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to zebra mussels. 

1. A.   An increasing number of lakes and rivers 
 B.   An increasingly number of lakes and rivers 
 C.   A number increasing of lakes and rivers 
 D.   A number increasingly of lakes and rivers 
 E.   An increasing of lakes and rivers 
2. A.   in the northern United States invaded are being 
 B.   in the northern United States invaded have been 
 C.   in the northern United States are being invaded 
 D.   in the northern United States are been invaded 
 E.   in the northern United States being invaded are 
3. A.   by a species no larger than a fingernail. 
 B.   by a species no larger than, a fingernail. 
 C.   by a species, no larger than a fingernail. 
 D.   by a species no larger, than a fingernail. 
 E.   by a species, no, larger than a fingernail. 
4. A.   The zebra mussel probably steamed aboard a transatlantic ship sometime in the mid-1980s from the Caspian  

        Sea into U.S. waterways. 
B.   The zebra mussel probably steamed into U.S. waterways sometime in the mid-1980s aboard a transatlantic 
       ship from the Caspian Sea. 
C.   The zebra mussel probably steamed, sometime in the mid-1980s, aboard a transatlantic ship into U.S.  
       waterways from the Caspian Sea. 
D.   The zebra mussel probably steamed sometime from the Caspian Sea in the mid-1980s into U.S. waterways  
       aboard a transatlantic ship. 
E.   The zebra mussel probably steamed from the Caspian Sea aboard a transatlantic ship sometime in the mid- 
      1980s into U.S. waterways. 

 
 
 

(1) (2) 

(4) 

(3) 

(5) (6) 

(7) (8) 

(9) (10) 

(11) (12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(16) 

(15) 

(19) 

(18) 

(20) 

(17) 
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5. A.   Despite its growth was explosive, partly because the species 
B.   Growth of it, explosive, partly because the species 
C.   It’s growth was explosive and partly because the species 
D.   Where its explosive growth was partly because the species 
E.   Once here, its growth was explosive, partly because the species 

6. A.   was preyed upon by very few native predators in its new environment. 
B.   found very few predators in its new environment. 
C.   found very few native predators and was seldom eaten in its new environment. 
D.   was preyed on by very few native predator species in its new environment. 
E.   was seldom eaten or preyed on by native predator species in its new environment. 

7. A.   As a consequence, the zebra mussels did find 
B.   Consequently, the zebra mussels could find 
C.   In contrast, the zebra mussels could find 
D.   In addition, the zebra mussels found 
E.   For example, the zebra mussels found 

8. A.   a plentiful food supply. 
B.   an adequate supply of plentiful food. 
C.   a sufficient supply of enough food. 
D.   sufficient plenty of adequate food. 
E.   plentiful food in adequate supply. 

9.     A.   They eat huge amounts of phytoplankton, which tiny free-floating sea organisms that dwell in water. 
B.   They eat huge amounts of phytoplankton, free-floating sea organisms that are waterdwelling and tiny. 
C.   They eat huge amounts of phytoplankton, sea-dwelling organisms which free-floating in water. 
D.   They eat huge amounts of phytoplankton, tiny sea organisms that free-float in water. 
E.   They eat huge amounts of phytoplankton, tiny free-floating sea organisms. 

10.   A.   Scientists are concerned when the mussels 
B.   Scientists are concerned that if the mussels 
C.   Scientists are concerned wherein the mussels 
D.   Scientists are concerned that the mussels 
E.   Scientists are concerned as if the mussels 

11.   A.   may compete aggressively with other 
B.   may compete aggressively with others’ 
C.   may compete aggressively with others 
D.   may compete aggressively with another’s 
E.   may compete aggressively with one another’s 

12.   A.   species that depend on the same food supply. 
B.   species that depend on other food supply. 
C.   species that depend on in common food supply. 
D.   species that depend on simultaneous food supply. 
E.   species that depend on equal food supply. 

13.   A.   Being invasive, the species concerns industry, public utilities, and boat owners. 
B.   The invading species concerns industry, public utilities, and boat owners. 
C.   The species, by its invading, concerns industry, public utilities, and boat owners. 
D.   The species, by its invasion, is concerning industry, public utilities, and boat owners. 
E.   The invasive species is being of concern to industry, public utilities, and boat owners. 

14.   A.   Zebra mussels cluster in huge colonies, being anchored themselves to any hard surface. 
B.   Zebra mussels cluster in huge colonies, which can anchor themselves to any hard surface. 
C.   Zebra mussels cluster in huge colonies, which can anchor itself to any hard surface. 
D.   Zebra mussels cluster in huge colonies, which can anchor them to any hard surface. 
E.   Zebra mussels cluster in huge colonies, being anchored itself to any hard surface. 

15.   A.   These colonies can clog your water intake pipes 
B.   These colonies can clog its water intake pipes 
C.   These colonies can clog their water intake pipes 
D.   These colonies can clog the water intake pipes 
E.   These colonies can clog our water intake pipes 

16.   A.   of electric and water treatment plants. Fishery specialists 
B.   of electric and water treatment plants fishery. Specialists 
C.   of electric and water treatment plants, fishery specialists 
D.   of electric and water treatment plants fishery, specialists 
E.   of electric and water treatment plants fishery specialists 
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17.   A.   are currently casting about and baiting their hooks to gun down 
B.   are currently hatching plans for 
C.   are currently searching for 
D.   are currently trolling the depths of 
E.   are currently skimming the surface of 

18.   A.   control methods that will cause the least amount of damage to water supplies and other aquatic species. 
B.   control methods that will cause the least amount of damage, most of which is difficult to repair. 
C.   control methods that will cause the least amount of damage to water supplies and other aquatic species  
       (some of which are sources of food). 
D.   control methods, which must be approved, that will cause the least amount of damage to water supplies and  
       other aquatic species. 
E.   control methods that will cause the least amount of damage (if they work) to water supplies and other aquatic  
       species. 

19.   A.   Two of the alternatives exploring are 
B.   Exploring, two alternatives are 
C.   Two being explored are alternatives 
D.   Two are explored alternatives, being 
E.   Two alternatives being explored are 

20. A.   interrupting the species reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to zebra mussels. 
B. interrupting the specie's reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to zebra mussels. 
C. interrupting the specie reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to zebra mussels. 
D. interrupting the species' reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to zebra mussels. 
E. interrupting the species's reproductive cycle and finding a bacterium harmful only to zebra mussels. 

21.   Suppose the writer wishes to add a sentence after paragraph 1 that will both serve as a transition to the rest of the  
        essay and explain the importance of the information in the paragraphs that follow. Which of the following  
        sentences most effectively fulfills that purpose? 

A.   The zebra mussel will provide a difficult challenge for public utility managers. 
B.   The zebra mussel is only the latest in a series of immigrant species to thrive in the U.S. 
C.   No one knows how far south and west the zebra mussel is likely to spread, but scientists think they may be on  
       the trail of important clues. 
D.   Although small in size, the zebra mussel may become a huge problem for pleasure boat owners in North  
       American waterways. 
E.   Despite its size, however, the zebra mussel may have a dramatic effect on North American waterways. 

22. If the writer wished to add at the end of the essay a paragraph expanding the discussion of these two alternatives,  
        which of the following sentences would provide the most appropriate introduction? 

A.   Many strains of bacteria populate the sea. 
B.   The zebra mussel’s method of reproduction is similar to that of the oyster. 
C.   Ideally, these two methods could be used in combination to control the mussel. 
D.   Some scientists hope there is a bacteria that can damage the reproductive cycle of the species. 
E.   Fishery specialists are not working alone to resolve this problem; laboratories are involved. 

 
Writing Answers 
Sample 1 
1. C 
2. B 
3. D 
4. A 
5. B 
6. C 
7. D 
8. D 
9. B 
10. C 
11. C 
12. D 
13. A 
14. B 
15. B 
Sample 2 
1. D 

2. C 
3. D 
4. B 
5. C 
6. C 
7. A 
8. C 
9. D 
10. B 
11. C 
12. B 
13. A 
14. C 
15. A 
Sample 3 
1 A 
2 B 

3 A 
4 A 
5 D 
6 B 
7 C 
8 A 
9 E 
10 A 
11 C 
12 D 
13 B 
14 E 
15 A 
16 D 
17 B 
18 E 
19 A 
20 C 

21 A 
22 C 
23 D 
24 A 
Sample 4 
1 B 
2 A 
3 B 
4 E 
5 A 
6 D 
7 A 
8 B 
9 A 
10 D 
11 E 
12 A 

13 A 
14 E 
15 C 
16 A 
17 B 
18 C 
19 A 
20 E 
21 A 
22 D 
Sample 5 
1 A 
2 C 
3 A 
4 B 
5 E 
6 B 

7 D 
8 A 
9 E 
10 D 
11 A 
12 A 
13 B 
14 B 
15 D 
16 A 
17 C 
18 A 
19 E 
20 D 
21 E 
22 C
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Tests of Mathematical Skills 
Questions in the Prealgebra Placement Test include basic arithmetic concepts through skills considered prerequisites for a 
first algebra course. The test includes items from more than a dozen content areas; however, a majority of the questions 
come from the following categories: Operations with Integers, Operations with Fractions, Operations with Decimals, 
Positive Integer Exponents, Square Roots, and Scientific Notation, Ratios and Proportions, Percentages, and Averages 
(Means, Medians, and Modes). You are being tested to see if you know how to solve various problems, not to see if you 
can solve difficult problems. Use this three-step method: 
Step 1:  Go through and mark answers to the problems you can do in your head. 
Step 2:  Go through and compute the problems you know how to do in your head. 
Step 3:  Compute the problems that take the longest amount of time to do, and those that you are not sure of your ability to 

       solve. Check your answer choices for hints on how to solve.  
 
Test of PreAlgebra/Numerical Skills 
1. 15 x 11 = ? 
 A. 150 
 B. 165 
 C. 155  
 D. 151 
 E. none of the above 
2. 784 ÷ = ?  
 A. 9  
 B. 10  
 C. 13  
 D. 11  
 E. none of the above 
3. 3/5 + 1/2 = ?   
 A. 4/7 
 B. 3/10 
 C. 1 1/5  
 D. 1 1/10  
 E. none of the above 
4. 8 - 5/8 = ?  
 A. 26/8  
 B. 7 5/8  
 C. 8 5/8 
 D. 6 3/8 
 E. none of the above 
5. 1 3/4 x 3 1/7 = ?  
 A. 154/28  
 B. 5 1/2 
 C. 4 2/7 
 D. 5 14/28 
 E. none of the above 

6. 4
39 ÷ = ?  

 A. 12 
 B. 27/4 
 C. 6 3/4 

C. 14 
D. none of the above 

7. 21.34 + 3.769 = ? 
  A. 5.903 
  B. 25.109 
  C. 59.03 
  D. 24.109 
  E. none of the above 
8. 0.96 - 0.0043 = ?  
  A. 0.53  
 B. 0.9566 
  C. 0.9557 
  D. 0.917 

  E. none of the above 
9. 4 x 3.25 = ? 
 A. 12.25  
 B. 14     
 C. 1.3 
 D. 13.25 
 E. none of the above 
10. 002.032 ÷  = ?  
 A. 16,000  
 B. 1,600  
 C. 160    
 D. 16  
 E. none of the above 
11. 5% of 75 = ? 
 A. 3.75  
 B. 37.5  
 C. 0.375 
 D. 375 
 E. none of the above 
12. ?% of 25 = 50 
 A. 2%  
 B. 20%  
 C. 0.2%  
 D. 30% 
 E. none of the above 
13. 25% of ? = 6  
 A. 2.4  
 B. 24  
 C. 240 
 D. 25  
 E. none of the above 
14. A two by ten piece of board is 3 yards 2 feet 
      and 8 inches in length. What is its length in feet? 
 A. 9 1/3 
 B. 11 1/3  
 C. 9 2/3 
 D. 11 2/3 
 E. none of the above 
15. The total amount of fence needed to go around  
       a yard is 1200 feet. The length is twice the    
       width. Find the length and width. 
 A. l = 300, w = 150 
 B. l = 200, w = 300  
 C. l = 400, w = 200 
 D. l = 300, w = 400 
 E. none of the above 
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16. On five tests, Jill made the following scores:  
      She scored 75 on two tests, 80 on one test, 85 
      on one test, and 60 on one test. What is her  
      average test grade? 
 A. 65       
 B. 70       
 C. 77  
 D. 80  
 E. none of the above 
17. A twenty foot tree casts a forty foot shadow. At 
      the same time, a house casts an eighty foot      
      shadow. How high is the house? (Note: the   
      ground is level and both the tree and the house       
are perpendicular to the ground.) 
 A. 40 feet 
 B. 45 feet  
 C. 50 feet  
 D. 55 feet  
 E. none of the above 
18. A farm valued at $200,000 is assessed for ¾ 
      of its value. If the property tax levy is $2.50 per  
      $100 of assessed value per year, what is the  
      yearly property tax bill? 
 A. $3750    
 B. $375     
 C. $300     
 D. $37.50   
 E. none of the above 
19. A dressmaker has a piece of fabric 2 yards 
      1 1/2 feet long. She needs 1 yard 2 1/4 feet to   
      make a dress. How much fabric will be left after  
      she cuts off the material for the dress? 
 A. 2 yd                 
 B. 2 1/2 yd                           
 C. 1 yd      
 D. 1 3/4 yd 
 E. none of the above 
20. If the price of a $45 dress is reduced by 25%, 
      how much sales tax must be paid on the dress 
      in a state having a 6% sales tax? 
 A. $203 
 B. $20.30  
 C. $2.02   
 D. $2.03  
 E. none of the above 
21. A driver is traveling to a city 30 miles away. 
      If she covers 1.25 miles in one minute, what is  
      the average rate of speed in miles per hour? 
 A. 45 mph 
 B. 55 mph    
 C. 65 mph 
 D. 75 mph    
 E. none of the above 
22. What is the prime factorization of 120? 
 A. (2)(60)  
 B. (2)(2)(33)  
 C. (2)(2)(2)(3)(5)  
 D. (3)(3)(5)(5)    
 E. none of the above  
 
 
 

23. If the 3-digit number 39b, in which b is the  
      one's digit, is evenly divisible by both 4 and 7,  
      what is the value of b? 
 A. 0    
 B. 2    
 C. 4    
 D. 6    

E. 8  
24. Which of the following is false? 
 A. |36 - 12| = |12 - 36| 
 B. If a = -9, then |a| = -a 
 C. 0 - |5| = 0 - 5 
 D. If a = 3, then |a| > -a 

 E. 22 −=−  

25. If c = 232 732 ••  and d = 117532 ••• , 
      what is the largest integer that is a divisor 
      of both c and d? 
 A. 732 ••  
 B. 32 
 C. 53 •  

 D. 732 •   

 E. 117532 232 ••••  
26. 7645 = ? 
 A. 764.5 x 104 

 B. 76.45 x 105 

 C. 7.645 x 103 

 D. 0.7645 x 10-3 

 E. none of the above 

27. 
1

4

107.4

104382.1
−×

×
 =? 

 A. 3.06 
 B. 3.06 x 102 
 C. 3.06 x 104 
 D. 3.06 x 10-2 
 E. none of the above 

28.  Which of the following does NOT equal  
4

3

−
? 

A. 
4

3−  

B.  
4

3−  

C.  
4

3−−  

D.  
4

3

−
−−  

E. none of the above 
29.   The lowest temperature on a winter morning  
        was –8°F. Later that same day the  
        temperature reached a high of 24°F. By how  
        many degrees Fahrenheit did the temperature  
        increase? 

A. 3° 
B. 8° 
C. 16° 
D. 24° 
E. 32° 
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30.   Mr. Brown went grocery shopping to buy meat for 
his annual office picnic. He bought 7 ¾ pounds of 
hamburger, 17.85 pounds of chicken, and 6 ½ 
pounds of steak. How many pounds of meat did Mr. 
Brown buy? 
A. 32.10 
B. 31.31 
C. 26.25 
D. 22.10 
E. 21.10 

31.   Four students about to purchase concert tickets for 
$18.50 for each ticket discover that they may 
purchase a block of 5 tickets for $80.00. How much 
would each of the 4 save if they can get a fifth 
person to join them and the 5 people equally divide 
the price of the 5-ticket block? 
A. $ 1.50 
B. $ 2.50 
C. $ 3.13 
D. $10.00 
E. $12.50 

32. In scientific notation, 20,000 + 3,400,000 = ? 
A. 3.42 x 106 
B. 3.60 x 106 
C. 3.42 x 107 
D. 3.60 x 107 
E. 3.60 x 1012 

33.   What value of x solves the following 
        proportion?     96= 8x 

A. 5 1/3 
B. 6 3/4 
C. 738 
D. 11 
E. 12 

34.   On a math test, 12 students earned an A. This 
number is 25% of the total number of students in 
the class. How many students are in the class? 
A. 15 
B. 16 
C. 21 
D. 30 
E. 48 

35.   This year, 75% of the graduating class of Harriet 
Tubman High School had taken at least 8 math 
courses. Of the remaining class members, 60% had 
taken 6 or 7 math courses. What percent of the 
graduating class had taken fewer than 6 math 
courses? 
A. 0% 
B. 10% 
C. 15% 
D. 30% 
E. 45% 

36.   Adam tried to compute the average of his 7 test 
scores. He mistakenly divided the correct sum of all 
of his test scores by 6, which yielded 84. What is 
Adam’s correct average test score? 
A. 70 
B. 72 
C. 84 
D. 96 
E. 98 

37.   A total of 50 juniors and seniors were given a  
        mathematics test. The 35 juniors attained an 

average score of 80 while the 15 seniors attained 
an average of 70. What was the average score for 
all 50 students who took the test? 
A. 73 
B. 75 
C. 76 
D. 77 
E. 78 

38.   What is the average of 8, 7, 7, 5, 3, 2, and 2? 

A.  3  

B.  4  

C.  4  

D.  5  

E.  6  
39.   Ben is making wooden toys for the next arts and 

crafts sale. Each toy costs Ben $1.80 to make. If he 
sells the toys for $3.00 each, how many will he have 
to sell to make a profit of exactly $36.00 ? 
A.  12 
B.  20 
C.  30 
D.  60 
E.  108 

40.    How many yards of material from a 24-yard length 

of cloth remain after 3 pieces, each 3  yards long, 

and 5 pieces, each 2  yards long, are removed?  

A.  2  

B.  4  

C.  4  

D.  10  

E.  10  
41.    Phillip charged $400 worth of goods on his credit 

card. On his first bill, he was not charged any 
interest, and he made a payment of $20. He then 
charged another $18 worth of goods. On his second 
bill a month later, he was charged 2% interest on 
his entire unpaid balance. How much interest was 
Phillip charged on his second bill? 
A.  $8.76 
B.  $7.96 
C.  $7.60 
D.  $7.24 
E.  $6.63 

42.   What will be the eighth element of the series 
        beginning 1, -1/2, 2, -1/4, 4, -1/8? 

A. ¼ 
B. 6 
C. -1/16 
D. 16 
E. 8 
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43.  John works for four hours at $15/hour. He then buys 
two CDs at $13.25 each. How much money does he 
have left? 
A. $33.50 
B. $1.75 
C. $26.50 
D. $15 
E. $30 

44.    A cell phone company offers two plans. Plan A 
customers pay $3 for every hour of phone usage. 
Plan B customers pay a flat fee of $35 per month. If 
Melanie signs up for plan B and uses her phone for 
16 hours the first month, how much does she save 
compared to if she had selected plan A? 
A. $8 
B. $48 
C. $35 
D. $13 
E. $17 

45.   Yossi gets a 20% discount at the bicycle store  
         because he works there. How much will he have to  
         pay for gear that normally sells for $150? 

A. $140 
B. $130 
C. $120 
D. $110 
E. $100 

46.   Martine gets an auto service bill charging her $350  
        for labor and $150 for parts. What percentage of the  
        total bill is for parts? 

A. 30% 
B. 15% 
C. 150% 
D. 75% 
E. 45% 

47.   Bartholomew buys 12 gallons of gasoline for his car  
        at a price of $2.40 per gallon. He hands the  
        attendant two $20 bills. How much change should  
        he receive? 

A. $16 
B. $12.20 
C. $11.40 
D. $11.20 
E. $10.80 

48.   If 25 pounds of potatoes costs $30, how much will  
        30 pounds cost? 

A. $25 
B. $32 
C. $36 
D. $38 
E. $42 

49.   Half the students taking a math test receive an  
         average grade of 66%. The other half receives an  
         average grade of 86%. What is the average grade  
         overall? 

A. 70% 
B. 74% 
C. 76% 
D. 78% 
E. 82% 

50.   A man drives 350 miles in 7 hours. If he continues  
        at the same average speed, how long will it take  
        him to complete a 400 mile trip? 

A. 8 hours 
B. 9 hours 
C. 8.5 hours 
D. 9.5 hours 
E. 7.5 hours 

51.   Calculate the mean of the number set (26, 12, 26, 
        8, 26, 26, 23). 

A. 26 
B. 24 
C. 23 
D. 21 
E. 20 

52.    A company selling televisions instituted a price  
         increase at the end of the year. One unit’s selling  
         price of $720 was increased to $900. By what  
         percentage was the price increased? 

A. 20% 
B. 15% 
C. 25% 
D. 18% 
E. 22% 
 
 
 

 
Mathematics PreAlgebra Skills Answers  

1. B. 15   2. E. 
12
847     3.   D.  3/5 + 1/2 = 6/10 + 5/10 = 11/10 =1 1/10 

X 11         -7   
     15       14 
  +15               -14  
            165                                  

4. E. 
8

3
7

8

5

8

8
7

8

5
8 =−=−           5.   B.  =×

7

1
3

4

3
1  2

152/11
1

11

7

22

4

7
2

1

==×  

     

6.   A. 
1

3

3

4

1

9

4

3

1

9

4

3
9

/
×/=÷=÷ = 3 x 4 = 12 



26 

 7. B. 21.340  8. C.  0.9600  9. E. 3.25     10. A. 00.32002.0  = 
16000
320002  

  + 3.769   -0.0043           x   4   
  25.109   0.9557         13.00 
 

11. A.  75         12. E. %200
00.2
00.5025 =        13. B.   =00.625.   

24
25 600  

    X .05                     -50 
      3.75                100 
                                                    -100      
                                                                       
14. D. 3 yd = 9 ft.   15. C.  P = 2l + 2w   16. E. 75 + 75 + 80 + 85 + 60 = 375 

  2 ft = 2 ft            P = 1200 
  8 in = 2/3 ft           1200 = 2(2x) + 2x    

    Total ft = 11 2/3 ft.          1200 = 4x + 2x 
         1200 = 6x 
          200 = x 

    L = 400; W = 200 

17. A.  
8040

20
2

1 h=     1 x 80 = h x 2    80 = 2h    h=40 
             

18. A. 3/4 of $200,000 = 150,000   
 $150,000 ÷ 100 = $1,500  
 $1,500 x 2.50 = $3,750 
 

19. E. 2 yd 1 1/2 ft = 2 yd 1 2/4 ft = 1 yd 4 2/4 ft 
     - 1 yd 2 1/4 ft = 1 yd 2 1/4 ft =    1 yd 2 1/4 ft 
                 2 1/4 ft 
 
20. D.  45   $33.75 

   x .75           x .06 
   2 .25             2.0250 = $2.03 

    + 31 50 
     $33.75 
 
 
 
21.  D. 1.24 mi =  a mi           a = 1.25 

      1 min    60 min      x 60 
       75.00 

22. C.  120 ÷ 2 = 60 
        60 ÷  2 = 30 
        30 ÷ 2 = 15 
        15 ÷ 3 = 5 
          5 ÷ 5 = 1 
(2)(2)(2)(3)(5) = 120 

 
23. B. 4 x 7 = 28  

14
3928 b  b must be 2 for the number 39b 

 -28  to be divisible by both 4 and 7 
        112 (b) 
         112 
 

24. A. 2424 −=      24 = 24 

    B.  9− = - (-9)  9 = 9 

    C.   0 - (5) = 0 - 5   - 5 = - 5 

    D.  3  > - (3)  3 > 3 

    E.   2 = - (2)   2 = -2 ?  No, 2 is not equal to -2. 
 
25. D. (2)(2)(3)(3)(3)   (7)(7) 
           (3)(3)   (5)(7)  (11) 
Cross out all factors that are not common to  
both numbers and multiply (3)(3)(7) to get the answer. 
26. C. 7645 = 764.5 x 10 = 76.45 x 100 = 7.645 x 1000 = 
7.645 x (10)(10)(10) or 7.645 x 103 

27. C.  . 1438247  = 41006.3
30600

143820047 ×=  

28. C. C is correct because it has an even number  
of negative signs making the value positive. If there  
are an odd number of negative signs the value is 
negative. 
29.     E   Integers 
30.     A   Decimals 
31.     B   Decimals 
32.     A   Exponents 
33.     E   Exponents 
34.     E   Percentages 
35.     B   Percentages 
36.     B   Averages 
38.     D   Averages 
39.  C   Mean, Median, Mode 
40.  A   Fractions 
41.     B   Percentages 
42.     C   Fractions 
43.     A   Decimals 
44.     D   Integers 
45.     C   Percentages 
46.     A   Percentages 
47.     D   Decimals 
48.     C   Ratios and proportions 
49.     C   Averages 
50.     A   Ratios and proportions 
51.     D   Averages 
52.     C   Percentages 

75
3755

24 
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Test of Elementary Algebra 
1. (2.2 x 10-3)(3 x 10-5) = ?   
 A. 4.67 x 10-2         
 B. 6.6 x 10-15         
 C. 6.6 x 10-8          
 D. 6.6 x 10-2          
 E. 6.6 x 1015          
2. If n = 3, what is the value of the expression  
      4 - 5n - 6? 
 A. 17          
 B. 25          
 C. -17         
 D. -25         

E. 14 
3. The product of 2 numbers is 3 less than the   
      difference  between the first number and the  
      second number. If the first  number is 10 and  
      the other is n, which of the following  equations  
      could be used to find n? 
 A. 10n = (10 + n) - 3 
 B. 10n = (n + 10) + 3         
 C. 10n = (10 - n) - 3          
 D. 10n = (n - 10) - 3          
 E. 10n = (n - 10) + 3          
4. What is the value of the expression 
      2x2 - 4xy + y2  when x = 2 and y = -2? 
 A. 24 
 B. -24 
 C. 28   
 D. 16   
 E. -16 
5. If 3n - 5 = 4, then n = ? 
 A. n = -9 
 B. n = -3  
 C. n = + 9  
 D. n = + 1  
 E. n = + 3 
6. If 24 + 3x - 36 - x = -20, then x = ? 
 A. 16   
 B. -16 
 C. -6  
 D. 4  
 E. -4 
7. For which of the following products is 3 a  
      factor? 
 I. 24 x 27            
 II. 25 x 25           
 III. 4 x 36          
 A. I only              
 B. I and II only 
 C. I and III only 
 D. II and III only 
 E. I, II and III 
8. Which of the following equals the set of all  

      solutions for the inequality x
5

3
24 − >21 = ? 

 A. {x < 5} 
 B. {x > 5}  
 C. {x < -3} 
 D. {x > -3} 
 E. {x < 7} 
 

9. For all b and d, (4b - d)(b + 3d) = ? 
 A. 4b2 + 3d2           
 B. 4b2 - 3d2  
 C. 4b2 + 13 bd - 3d2  
 D. 4b2 - 11bd - 3d2  
 E. 4b2 + 11bd - 3d2  

10. For all integers m, n, x, and y, which of the  
      following is a factored form of  
      mx + my + nx + ny? 
 A. (m + n)(x + y)          
 B. (mx + my) + (nx + ny)   
 C. (m + x)(n + y)          
 D. (mx)(ny) 
 E. (nx)(my) 
11. For all x and y, (3x - 2y)(x + 3y) = ? 
 A. 3x2 - 6y2  
 B. 3x2 - 2xy - 6y2 
 C. 3x2 + 9xy + 6y2  
 D. 3x2 + 7xy - 6y2  
 E. 3x2 + 7x2y2 - 6y2   
12. If a and b are any positive real numbers,  

      then ( 4316 ba )( ba 218 ) = ? 

 A. 3326 baba  

 B. abba 212 22  

 C. 564 abab  
13. Which of the following is one of the factors 
      of the polynomial 3x2 + 3x - 6? 
 A. x - 2 
 B. 3x + 3  

C. 2       
 D. 3x + 2  
 E. x + 2   
14. For all b 3≠ , (b4 - 81) ÷ (b - 3) = ? 
 A. b - 3 
 B. (b2 - 2) 
 C. (b - 2)2 
 D. b2 + 12b + 27 
 E. b3 + 3b2 + 9b + 27 
15. Simplify 4c3 - 10c2 - 14c 
                            4c3 - 49c 
 A.  2c - 2  
             2c + 7 
 B.   7c + 2  
             7   - 2c     
 C.   2c + 2  
             2c + 7          
 D.   4c - 2  
            2c + 7 
 E.   2c + 2  
             7 - 2c 
16. From 5 times a certain number (N), 3 times the  
      number is subtracted, and the resulting integer 
      is 6 units less than the original number. Which  
      of the following equations can be used to find N? 
 A. -3N + 5N = -6 + N 
 B. 3N - 5N = N + 6 
 C. -5N + 3N = -N + 6 
 D. 5N + 3N = N - 6 
 E. 5N - 3N = N + 6 
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17.  Simplify the expressions using correct order of  
       operations.  

A.  Simplify : -52  

B.  Simplify : (5 x 10-12)(7 x 1010)  
C.  Simplify : (5 x 10-2)+(7 x 102)  
D.  Simplify : -6(32 - 4) / 5*(2)  
E.  Simplify : 2(7 - 4) + 8  
F.  Simplify : 7 + [8(2 - 32) - 5]  
G.  Evaluate : 2x2 - 7x + 2 when x = -3  
H.  If b = -3 then what is the value of 5b2 - 2b +1  

18.   Perform the operations indicated. Express  
        answers in simplified form with no negative 
        exponents. Assume no variable equals zero.  

A.  Simplify : 7x-3  

B.  Multiply : (3x3)(7x5)  
C.  Multiply : (5x2)(3x-7)  
D.  Multiply : (12x3)(4x-3)  

E.  Divide :  

F. Divide :  

G. Simplify :  
H. Simplify : (5)-3  
I. What is the value of 3x2y + 2xy - 5y if x = -2 
     and y = 3 

19.   Find the sum, difference, product, and  
        quotient of the following polynomials.  

A. Combine : (8x - 2) + (7 - 3x)  
B. Combine : (4 - 5x) - (3 - 2x)  
C. Combine : (3x2 - 5 + 2x) - [(7x2 + 5) - (4x2 - 5x)]  
D. Subtract : (x2 - 5x + 4) from (3x2 - 2x + 7)  
E. Multiply : -5x (3x2 - 5x + 2)  
F. Multiply : (3x - 2) (5x + 7)  
G. Multiply : (2xy - 3x2) (5xy - x3 + 4y2)  
H. Divide : (16x3y2 - 10x2y2 + 12xy3) / (2xy2)  
I. Divide : (20x2 + 7x - 6) / (5x - 2)  

20.  Factor each of the following:  
A. 25x2 - 15x + 35x3  

B. 25x2 - 16  
C. x2 + 9  
D. xy - y +x - 1  
E. 12x2 + 5x - 2  
F. 4x2y - 12xy + 9y  
G. 12x3y2 + 5x2y - 3xy2  

H. 4x2 - 12x + 9  
I. 3x2 - 9x - yx + 3y  
J. x3 - 5x2 + 4x  
K. 4x2 - 16 

21.  Reduce each of the following. Assume no  
       denominator equals zero.  

A.  B.  

 
  

22.  Perform the operations indicated below.  
       Assume no denominator equals zero.  

A. Multiply:   

B. Add:   

C. Subtract:   

D. Divide:   

E. Subtract:   

23.   Simplify each of the following. Assume all  
        variables are non-negative.  

A.  C.  

B.  D.  
24.   The student will be able to demonstrate the  
        ability to find the product and quotient of  
        radical expression. Assume all variables are  
        non-negative and no denominator equals zero.  

A. Multiply:  
:  
 

B. Multiply:   

C. Divide:   

D. Multiply:   

E. Divide:  
 

F. Multiply    

G. Divide:   

H. Multiply:   

I. Divide:   

25.   Solve the following equations.  
A. 7 + 3x = -5  
B. 3(x + 1) = 7(x - 2) - 3  
C. 2x2 - 3 = 5x  

D.  

E.  
F. 2(3x + 5) = 10  
G. 2x2 = 6x  
H. (3x - 1)(x - 2) = 8 

I.   

J.  
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Elementary Algebra Answers 
1.   C. (2.2)(3)(10-3)(10-5) = (6.6)(10-3-5) = 6.6 x 10-8   
2.   C. 4 - 5(3) - 6 = 4 - 15 -6 = 4 - 21 = -17 
3.   C. Product = difference -3 

 1st number = 10 
 2nd number = n 
 Product = 10 x n 
 Difference = 10 - n 
 Equation must be 10n = (10 - n) -3 

4.   C. 2(2)2 - 4(2)(-2) + (-2)2 = 
    2(4) - 4(-4) +(4)= 

    8 + 16 + 4 = 28 
5.   E. 3n - 5 =   4 

    + 5 = + 5  

                
3

9

3

3 =n
       n = 3 

6.   E. 24 -36 + 3x - x = - 20 
    - 12 + 2x = - 20 

     + 12      = + 12 
     2x = - 8-4  

   2      2 
 x = - 4 

7.   C. I. (2 x 2 x 2 x 3) x (3 x 3 x 3) 
II. (5 x 5) x (5 x 5) 
III.  (2 x 2) x (2 x 2 x 3 x 3) 
I & III only 

8.   A.   24 - 3x >   21 
         5 

       - 24      = - 24  
        - 3x > - 3  
          5 

            (5/-3)*(-3/5)X > (-3/1)*(5/-3)      X < 5 
9.   E.           4b  -  d   

          x  b +  3d        
               12bd - 3d2     

           + 4b2   - bd       
         4b2 + 11bd - 3d2  

10.   A. (mx + my) + (nx + ny) 
       m(x + y) + n(x + y) 
       (m + n)(x + y) 

11.   D.       3x - 2y   
     x + 3y           

         9xy - 6y2  
       + 3x2 - 2xy       
           3x2 + 7xy - 6y2  

12.   B.  bbaa ••••• 4231816  

             5523344 ba ••••••        

  2 24 3 2a b ab• • •  

  12 a2b2 ab2  
13.   E.  3x2 + 3x - 6 = 3(x - 1)(x + 2) 
14.   E.  (b4 - 81) ÷ (b - 3) 

[(b2 + 9)(b2 - 9)] ÷ (b - 3) = 
[(b2 + 9)(b + 3)(b-3)] ÷ (b-3) = 
(b2 + 9)(b + 3)= b3 + 3b2 + 9b + 27 

15.   C.  
cc

ccc

494

14104
3

23

−
−−

 = 

     
)494(

)14104(
2

2

−
−−

cc

ccc
 = 

   c(2c - 7)(2c + 2)   = 
      c(2c - 7)(2c + 7) 

2c + 2    
2c + 7 

16.   A.    5N - 3N = N - 6 
  - 3N + 5N = - 6 + N 

17.   A.  -25  
B.  
C. 700.05  
D. -12  
E. 14  
F. -54  
G. 41  
H. 52  

 
18. 

A.   E.   

B.   
F.  

C.  G.   

D. 48 H.   
 

I. 9 
19.  

A. 5x + 5  
B. 1 - 3x  
C. -3x - 10  
D. 2x2 + 3x + 3  
E. -15x3 + 25x2 - 10x  
F. 15x2 + 11x - 14  
G. -2x2y2 - 2x4y + 8xy3 - 15x3y + 3x5  

H. 8x2 - 5x + 6y  
I. 4x + 3  

20. 
A. 5x(7x2 + 5x -3)  
B. (5x + 4) (5x - 4)  
C. Prime (not factorable over Reals)  
D. (y + 1)(x - 1)  
E. (4x - 1)(3x + 2)  
F. y(2x - 3)2  
G. xy(12x2y + 5x -3y)  
H. (2x - 3)2  

I. (x - 3)(3x - y)  
J. x (x - 4)(x - 1)  
K. 4(x + 2)(x - 2) 
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21. 

A.  B.  

22. 

A. 9 

      B.   

C.  

D.  

E.  
 
23.  

A. 3  
B.  
C.  
D.  

 
24. 

A.  
B. 30 
C. 2 

D.  

 E.  
F. 18 

G.  

H.  

I.  
25.  

A. x = - 4  
B. x = 5  

C.  
D. x = - 12  
E. x = 27  
F. x = 0  
G. x = 0 or x = 3  

H.  
I. x = 7  
J. No solution  


