
Inuit 

- Lived in harsh environment 

- Northwestern Alaska, northern Canada, and places 

that are part of the artic 

- Long, cold winters, and land was frozen most of the 

year 

- Hunted animals in their environment like whales,  

walruses, seals, salmon, caribou, polar bears, arctic foxes, 

squirrels, and birds 

- Did not waste any part 

- Ate the meat 

- Sewed the skin together to make tents, 

blankets, and clothing 

- Burned animal fat for fuel 

- Used bones for dogsleds and tent frames 

- Used bones for weapons 

- Shelter 

- Used material that they found around them 

- In summer, they stretched animal skins over driftwood and placed large rocks at the bottom to hold it 

down 

- In winter, they built houses called igloos 

 

- Clothing 

- Made snow goggles from bone/wood that had narrow openings 

- Wore fur/skin from animals for warmth 

  



Kwakiutl 

- Lived along the Pacific Coast from Alaska to California 

- Forests grew right up to the ocean’s shore 

- Could only settle on the flat, rocky beaches 

- Mild climate, but heavy rainfall all year 

- Wildlife 

- Plentiful 

- Fish, especially salmon, filled the streams 

- Fish traps were made from cedar bark.  

- Deer, elk, mountain goats, bears, and wolves lived 

in the forests 

- Shelter 

- Wood from the forest 

- CEDAR PLANK Houses were HUGE wooden 

structures where several families lived 

- Outside of the houses were totem poles that had 

carvings of important events and family history 

             

- Clothing 

- Made from cedar bark so it protected the Kwakiutl from the wet climate 

- Summers 

- Men usually did not wear clothing, though some wore a breech clout.  

- Women removed the bark’s inner core to make thread for short skirts. 

- Winters 

- Both wore knee length tunics, long cloaks, and moccasins  

   

 



Hopi 

- Southwest region that stretches from southwestern US to 

northern Mexico  

- Mountains, Flat-topped mesas (flat-topped hill area 

with steep sides), canyons, deserts 

- Little rainfall, extreme temperatures (days are hot, 

nights are cold) 

- Few trees or other plants 

- Shelters 

- Adobe (a type of clay that hardens like cement) and 

stone 

- Stone apartments called pueblos that were four to 

five stories high.  

   

- Clothing 

- Men did not wear much clothing.  

- Women wrapped cool cotton cloth around their bodies.  

- Used plants and minerals to dye fabric 

 

- Food 

- Stored water in clay pots 

- Raised crops like corn, beans, squash, and cotton 

 



Nez Perce 

- Plateau region between the cascade and Rocky Mountains  

- Included parts of the northwestern states (Idaho, 

Oregon, and parts of Washington) and British 

Columbia 

- Flatlands, rolling hills, and steep gorges (narrow, deep 

valley with steep sides) 

- Rainfall was light 

- Summers = hot, Winters = very cold 

- Plenty of water provided by the many rivers 

- Wildlife 

- Forests grew near mountains 

- Thick grasses that also had berries and camas (a type 

of lily) 

- Some deer and bear roamed the forests 

- To harvest camas, they developed a digging stick 

- Shelter 

- Earthen Houses 

- Built their homes partially underground to protect from the cold 

- Each house was a 3-foot-deep circular hole with a grass-mat roof 

- Roundhouse – 1 family, longhouses - multiple 

 

- Clothing 

- Women wove local grasses into distinctive clothing and used deerskin to make long dresses 

- Men wore breechcloths and leggings  

            

 



 

Pawnee 

- Great Plains region 

- Extended from Rocky Mountains to Mississippi 

River Valley. From note to south, it stretched from 

Canada to Texas 

- Treeless grassland with cold winters and hot 

summers 

- Wildlife 

- Buffalo, antelope, deer, and bears 

- Considered buffalo sacred and created 

many options from it 

- Shelter 

- Teepees from buffalo hide 

- Scenes from daily life were painted on the teepee 

- Blankets from buffalo hide 

       

- Clothing 

- Wore clothing from buffalo and deer.  

- Women wore deerskin skirts and poncho-like blouses.  

- Men wore breechcloths and leather leggings. 

- Native American headdresses 

 

 

 

 

        

- Weapons 

- Shields from buffalo skins 

- Painted shields with scenes from their dreams 



Seminole 

- Extended south from the Ohio Valley to the Gulf of Mexico, 

reached from Texas to the Atlantic Ocean 

- Included river valleys, mountains, coastal plains, and 

swamps 

- Both hot and dry areas, weather was usually hot 

- Wildlife 

- Giant ferns, cypress, and palmetto trees  

- Deer in the forest, fish, alligators, and snakes in the 

swamps 

- Shelters 

- Chickees (wooden platforms three feet above the 

ground) 

- To allow breezes to blow 

through, they had no walls.  

- Protected house from swampy ground 

 

 

 

 

 

- Clothing 

- Traditional Seminole clothing was fairly simple. Men generally wore breechcloths and women wore 

wraparound skirts made from palmetto. 

- Shirts were rarely worn by the tribe, but in cool weather poncho-style shirts were worn. 

- Both men and women wore moccasins on their feet. 

 


