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Long ago, Georgia was home to many 

American Indians.  Some lived in the mountains.  

Others lived in the river valleys.  They all lived 

in groups called tribes.  In their tribes, people 

spoke the same language.  They had the same 

beliefs.  

There were two big tribes in Georgia.  

One was the Creek.  The other was the 

Cherokee (CHER‑uh‑kee).  These tribes do 

not live in Georgia anymore.  But they left 

their mark on the state.

The tribes in Georgia built complex cities.  Some of their 
buildings sat on top of large mounds.  A few of these 
mounds are still there.  They are now museums where 
you can experience early American Indian culture.

Mound Builders

Two Tribes
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Ocmulgee 
(ohk‑MUHL‑gee) 

National Monument 
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Mound
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Mound
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Mound
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About 500 years ago, the Creek lived on land that 

would later be known as Georgia.  The Creek were not just 

one tribe.  They were a union of many tribes.  

The Creek had their own way of life.  They lived off 

the land.  Creek men hunted and fished.  They were also 

warriors.  Some were even chiefs.  Creek women farmed 

and cooked.  They also took care of the children.

This is a model village at the Etowah 
Indian Mounds Historic Site.

The Creek Way of Life

Creek
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The Creek call themselves the Muscogee (muhs‑KOH‑gee) 
people.  It means that they live on land that floods.

Another Name
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Creek warriors often painted their faces.  
Each color had a different meaning.  
 • Red was the color of war. 
 • White was the color of peace.
 • Black was the color of life. 
 • Green was the color of night vision. 
 • Yellow was the color of death. 

What Do the Colors Mean?

Food
The Creek women were in charge of the 

farming.  They were also in charge of the cooking.  

They grew beans, corn, and squash.  They made 

stews and corn bread.

Creek men used bows and arrows to hunt 

animals.  They hunted deer and turkeys.  

They also fished in the rivers and creeks 

using spears and nets. 
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An American Indian hunter shows 
how to use a bow and arrow. 
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This is a re‑created home at 
the Etowah Indian Mounds 
Historic Site in Georgia. 
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Home
The Creek lived in towns that had wooden fences 

around them.  In each town there was a public square.  

People met there.  There, they could do business and talk 

with one another.  

There were homes where families lived around the 

public squares.  The homes were rectangular.  They 

were made of clay daub.  They were also made of 

river cane.  They had grass‑thatched roofs.  

This re‑created village helps visitors 
learn about the Creek Indians.
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Culture
The Creek have many dances.  One is the Feather 

Dance.  Boys who have shown they are ready are given 

war names.  Then, the Feather Dance is performed. 

They also have ceremonies (SER‑uh‑mow‑neez).  

The Green Corn Ceremony is special.  It is held when 

the Creek give thanks for a good harvest.

The Creek also tell stories.  These folktales 

teach people about their culture.

These Creek Indians play a stickball 
game, a cultural pastime.
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The Stomp Dance is performed by 
many American Indian tribes at 
Green Corn Ceremonies.
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The Cherokee lived in North Georgia.  They lived in the Blue 

Ridge Mountains.  They were a large tribe.

Cherokee people lived in villages.  The men were hunters. 

They were also warriors.  The women were farmers.  They were 

also heads of their homes.

The Cherokee Way of Life

Cherokee
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The Cherokee Way of Life
Cherokee men and women had 
equal power in the tribe.  Women 
were important in the family 
and had a voice in government 
(GUHV‑uhrn‑muhnt).  Some women 
even fought in wars next to the men.

Equal

Cherokee women take part in events at the 
annual Chehaw National Indian Festival.
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Food
The Cherokee men mainly hunted deer and turkeys.  

They only hunted for food.  They did not hunt for sport.  

They also fished in rivers.

The women grew corn and beans.  They also grew 

squash and pumpkins.  Berries were gathered for food, too.

16



The Cherokee and other tribes call beans, 
corn, and squash the Three Sisters because 
they help each other grow.  Corn stalks let 
the beans climb.  Squash leaves shade the 
ground.  And beans make the soil fertile.

Three Sisters
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Home
The Cherokee lived in towns.  These towns were 

often near rivers.  Each town had about 50 homes.  

Families lived in their own homes.  

They had two types of homes.   Their winter 

homes were made of river cane and clay daub.  Their 

summer homes were bigger and had more windows.

This re‑created Cherokee 
winter house is called an osi.
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This is a re‑created Cherokee summer house.
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Culture
The Cherokee had six main festivals 

each year .  These were special celebrations 

(sel‑uh‑BRAY‑shuhnz) .  There was a lot of food .  

And there were many dances .  

One dance was the Booger Dance .  Four 

or more men would dance in masks and 

costumes like “monsters .”  People mocked 

and defeated these monsters .

Booger masks
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Cherokee Indians dance at the Chehaw National Indian Festival.

Written language is an important 
part of culture.  A Cherokee man 
named Sequoyah (sih‑KWOY‑uh) 
made a written language for his 
tribe in 1821.  They were the only 
tribe to have one!  It helped them 
communicate in new ways.

Written Language
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Over time, more white settlers moved to places where the 

tribes lived.  They took more and more land away from the 

Creek and the Cherokee.  The tribes gave up many of their 

old ways.  They hoped this would help them survive.

For a time, they were able to keep an uneasy peace.  

But it did not last.  In 1830, the U.S. government passed a 

new law.  All the tribes now had to move west.

Uneasy Peace

James Oglethorpe (OH‑guhl‑thawrp) meets with 
Yamacraw (YA‑muh‑Kraw) Indians in the 1700s.
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the Georgia Gold BeltCherokee

Creek

In 1829, people found gold in Georgia.  
This is one reason white settlers wanted 
to take American Indian land.

Gold!
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Some tribal members left Georgia after the law passed.  

But most Cherokee stayed.  In 1838, the government sent 

troops.  They forced the rest of the tribes out.

The tribes had to walk to Oklahoma.  It was about 

800 miles!  It took months to walk that far.  There was 

little shelter.  There was little food.  Many became 

sick and died.  This experience came to be 

known as the Trail of Tears.

Forced Out
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Long ago, Oklahoma was called 
Indian Territory.  The government 
sent many tribes there.  This 
document tells which land was 
named Indian Territory.

Moving West
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The Cherokee Nation’s headquarters 
is in Oklahoma.

Cherokee Days is a three‑day festival 
celebrating Cherokee culture.
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Modern Times

Today, tribal members live in different places .  

Many Creek and Cherokee are in Oklahoma .  Many 

live in modern homes .  They wear modern clothes .  

But they keep their culture alive .  

Some still speak their own languages .  They 

dance .  They tell stories .  They have a rich 

culture .  And it is one they are happy to share 

with others . 

 

In 1985, the Cherokee chose a woman to 
be their chief.  They chose Wilma Mankiller.  
She was a great leader.  She worked hard to 
improve Cherokee healthcare and education.

Wilma Mankiller
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Learn It!

Long ago, there were many American Indian tribes that 

lived in Georgia .  Find a third tribe that lived there .  Read 

about the tribe .  What food did the people eat?  What were 

their homes like?  What was special about their culture?  

Write your answers in a table like the one below .  

I learned about the ______________________ tribe.

Food Home Culture
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Glossary Index

celebrations—special events for an important occasion

ceremonies—events held because of a tradition or custom

chiefs—people who are the leaders of a group of people

clay daub—a sticky, heavy clay that is mixed with water 

and grass

festivals—special events where people celebrate

folktales—traditional stories

harvest—the amount of crops that are gathered

river cane—bamboo‑like plant that grows in moist areas 

like swamps and river banks

settlers—people who go to live in a new place where there 

are few other people

stickball—a game similar to baseball that is played with a 

ball and a stick

tribes—groups of people that have the same language, 

customs, and beliefs

union—an organized group of people that have the same 

purpose and interest
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Your Turn!

Your Home

The homes of the Creek and the Cherokee Indians 

look much different from homes of today.  But some 

parts are the same.  How is this home different from your 

home?  How is it the same as your home?  Draw a picture 

and label the similarities and differences.
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 1. What did the Creek women do to help the tribe?

 2. How did the arrival of settlers affect the Creek 

and the Cherokee? 

 3. Compare and contrast the Creek and the 

Cherokee cultures. 

 4. What events led up to the Trail of Tears?

 5. How would you feel if you were forced to move 

from your home?

 6. Imagine you are living in the 1800s.  Write a 

plan that will help the settlers and the American 

Indians live together peacefully. 

Read and Respond
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Long ago, the Creek and the Cherokee 
people lived on the land that became 
Georgia.  They had unique ways of 
life.  The histories of these tribes are 
part of the history of the state.




