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Dear Locust Grove Middle School Parents and Guardians, 

As the new school year is upon us, we are excited for all that awaits your child inside our classrooms and the rich 

learning experience they will have to help achieve all they set their minds to.   

In recent years, these learning experiences and our teachers’ aim to positively impact our students seemed to be 

in a regular struggle to keep students’ attention away from cell phones and the distractions they create.  Our 

school and all other middle schools in the county are attempting to meet this issue with some sensible solutions 

by implementing guidelines and rules around the use and misuse of cell phones by our students. 

Students are not prohibited from bringing their cell phones to school, but they are prohibited from having them 

out at any point from the first bell to the dismissal bell.  Students should place their phones in their locker upon 

arrival to school and only retrieve them or use them at the conclusion of the school day. 

Students found to be in violation of the cell phone rule can receive the following consequences: 

1. Staff members will ask students to turn in their device. 

2. Staff members will take the device to the front office and secure it in the main office vault. 

3. Parents will have to come and pick up their students’ device in the front office. 

4. Pick up times are 7:30-4:30. 

5. Continued violation of the policy could result in a disciplinary consequence. 

To assist further with this new requirement this school year, here are a few FAQs to provide greater clarity to 

several of the questions we know will be asked. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Why is this new rule being implemented? 

We only have so long in the day to provide the greatest education for your child.  Competing with a cell 

phone is not the best use of time, and this is a simple solution for everyone. 

2. Are other middle schools following this rule change? 

Yes.  All middle schools are taking this approach to the use of cell phones in schools. 

3. What about the use of cell phones for technology in the classroom? 

With the introduction of the Chromebooks and 1:1 technology for all students in third grade and above, 

there is no longer a need to have cellular devices.  Additionally, the use of these devices can slow down 

the Wi-Fi network for all students in the school. 
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4. What if my child has an urgent need and must contact me? 

There is a phone provided in the front office for any student to use to contact their parents. 

5. What happens in the event of an emergency situation where I need to hear from my child? 

Our first commitment to our students is their safety and overall wellbeing.  In the event of an emergency, 

the use of a cellular device can be a dangerous distraction for students who should be focused on the 

training they have received and listening to the guidance from the teachers, staff, and administrators.  

The communication regarding emergency events will be shared in a timely manner with parents by school 

officials. 

 

Thank you, 

Kevin Van Tone 

Principal 

Locust Grove Middle School 


