
LUELLA HIGH SCHOOL 
Pride News #3: August 15 - 19 

 

Week #2 is complete; we have had 2 successful weeks. Once again, I want to thank our 

students, staff and our parents for your support as we work into the school year.  

We now have over 60 more students than we were projected to have. Class sizes vary 

with some being too large. Our counselors have worked very hard to balance class sizes as best 

as possible. It will take hiring additional teachers to allow us to finalize the balancing of classes. 

I am actively interviewing possible teaching candidates, but it will take until after the Labor Day 

holiday, I am sure, to fully staff our needs. I do appreciate your understanding and patience as 

we continue to work to finalize staffing positions, classes and class sizes. I will continue to keep 

you updated.  

We capped off week #2 with a big win over Union Grove High School on Friday evening by 

our football team and seeing our volleyball team defeat Strong Rock and Woodland on 

Thursday evening. Go Lions! 

Our softball team plays again on Monday at home versus Hampton, and volleyball is in action 

again at home on Thursday evening. We officially open the football season on Friday evening in 

The Lion’s Den at 7:30 PM against Manchester High School. It should be a great night for Friday 

night football. Please check our website calendar for full details about all games and teams. 

Please come out and support our Lions! 

You should have received the census verification form from your student this past 

week. Those were distributed in homeroom on Thursday. I ask that you review the instructions 

on the back of the sheet, complete the front side of the sheet and return those as soon as 

possible. This information is critical to us so that we have correct contact information.  

Beginning this week during English and math classes for 9th, 10th and 11th grade students, the 

students will be completing the MAP assessment. Last school year, our 9th and 10th 

graders took MAP. This is a nationally credited assessment of student skills that provides the 

student and teachers an objective summary of where the student’s skill level and achievement 

are. Analysis of the score will allow student and teacher to establish goals for the year. Students 

will take a mid-year MAP at the end of the first semester and then a final MAP in late March. At 

each point, student and teacher will be able to compare growth over the prior assessment. These 

informational data will be shared with you. If you would like to learn more about the MAP 

assessments, please visit the website: NWEA.org or contact me. 

9th grade parents, we’ll be hosting a 9th grade student/parent/teacher conference night 

on Tuesday, August 30 from 4PM to 7PM. I’ll provide details in next week’s Pride News on 

how to make appointments with your student’s teachers. It will be possible to make a 10 minute 

conference appointment with 2 different teachers.  

If you are interested in possibly serving on the Luella High School School Council, please 

email me so that I can provide you with further information as we begin to form our council.  



A reminder that I’ll be sharing each week 1 of our core beliefs that support our mission and 

vision, all of which are available on our website under the About Us tab with you each week.  

This week’s belief statement is: We believe that learning and becoming college/career 

ready are the key to a successful future in all areas of life. 

We appreciate your support of our work, our staff and certainly all of our students. Our mission 

remains: Luella High School will graduate each student college, career and life 

ready.  

Thank you, and as always, Go Lions! 

Jerry Smith  

 

 

 


