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Summary

Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut is one of the most highly 

acclaimed picture books in the history of children’s literature. Its 

large number of awards includes Newbery Honor Book, 

Caldecott Honor Book, and Coretta Scott King Award. The text, 

which started as a poem inspired by the author’s own childhood 

experiences, captures the feeling of boundless pride an African-

American boy feels after leaving the barbershop. Author Derrick 

Barnes describes his book as focusing on, “…the humanity, the 

beautiful, raw, smart, perceptive, assured humanity of black 

boys/sons/brothers/nephews/grandsons, and how they see 

themselves when they highly approve of their reflections in the 

mirror.” Combined with illustrator Gordon C. James’s smooth oil 

paintings, Derrick Barnes has created a much-needed addition to 

the world of picture books, in which black and brown boys can 

see themselves represented in a positive way.

Barnes, Derrick. (2017). Crown: An Ode to the 

Fresh Cut (Illus. Gordon C. James). Evanston, 

IL. Agate Bolden.

Lexile = 700L



Connections

▪ This book is about the feeling of pride you get when you do something to 

feel good about yourself.  Lead a conversation with children about 

something they have done that made them feel good. It could also be 

getting a haircut, or maybe something like getting good grades, finally 

finishing a project, or hearing someone say something nice about them. 

Maybe make a list of things they could do to make someone feel good, 

like give a high five or smile.

▪ Gordon C. James illustrated this book by drawing first, then painting on top 

of the drawings with oil. You could have students experiment with this 

same technique, or even just with using oil paint. He also paints a lot of 

people, some of which were based on photographs. You could have 

students try out painting or sketching people from photographs.

▪ Derrick Barnes wrote this book based on a place in the community and the 

special feelings associated with that place. Lead a conversation where 

children talk about places in their own community that are special to them. 

You might create a list of these places and have children write about their 

special place and illustrate their story. You could even bind those individual 

stories together to create a book of community places. 

Barnes, Derrick. (2017). Crown: An Ode to the 

Fresh Cut (Illus. Gordon C. James). Evanston, 

IL. Agate Bolden.

Lexile = 700L



Summary

We’ve all read of the wonderful things that 

Harriett Tubman did in her lifetime. The 

author captures the life of Harriett Tubman in 

a beautiful poem to articulate her many roles 

as General Tubman, Moses, Minty, and 

Araminta. Throughout this book, her beautiful 

spirit and determination shine through.

Cline-Ransome, Lesa. (2017). Before She 

Was Harriet (Illus. James E. Ransome). New 

York: NY: Holiday House. 

Lexile = NP



Connections

▪ Using the same idea of names associated with 

different times and roles, this book could be a 

great text for a social studies activity. Have 

students explore other historical figures and 

search for nicknames or assign their own 

nicknames to capture a time in their life.

▪ Students interview family members or caregivers 

and create their own “Before, ~~~ was ~~~.” 

What were names, nicknames, titles or work 

positions that identified who they were earlier 

and later in life? 

Cline-Ransome, Lesa. (2017). Before She 

Was Harriet (Illus. James E. Ransome). New 

York: NY: Holiday House. 

Lexile = NP



Summary

Love, an emotionally powerful book that 

shows the many ways in which love can be 

found around us.  Love begins at birth and 

stays for big and small moments.  The book 

Love doesn’t stick to the high notes, but 

rather takes a journey through the many ups 

and downs that life brings.  The book 

demonstrates that love is always there, if we 

know where to look.de la Peña, Matt. (2018). Love (Illus. Loren 

Long). New York, NY: G.P. Putnam’s Sons.

Lexile = AD830L



Connections

▪ Ask students to write or draw examples in 

which Love is found in seemingly mundane 

experiences such as making breakfast for a 

sibling or throwing a football.  

▪ Write a love letter thanking someone who 

showed kindness or love towards you. 

de la Peña, Matt. (2018). Love (Illus. Loren 

Long). New York, NY: G.P. Putnam’s Sons.

Lexile = AD830L



Summary

Her Right Foot teaches readers about the 

Statue of Liberty’s origins, initial 

construction, deconstruction, and finally 

shipment to New York City.  The author 

signals to readers that that her right heel is 

not planted but lifted and asked to reader 

to signify the meaning behind her raised 

foot.  That “…she is walking! This 150-foot 

woman is on the go!” while welcoming all 

that have come or will come.  

Eggers, Dave. (2017). Her Right Foot (Illus. 

Shawn Harris). San Francisco, CA: Chronicle.

Lexile = NC800L



Connections

▪ Search for online virtual tours of the 

Statue of Liberty. 

▪ Why do you think the Statue of Liberty is 

on the move?  Where is she going?  

Have students write or discuss their 

thoughts

Eggers, Dave. (2017). Her Right Foot (Illus. 

Shawn Harris). San Francisco, CA: Chronicle.

Lexile = NC800L



Summary

A birthday is a special day that children all 

around the world look forward to with happiness 

and excitement.  It is the day that you are 

celebrated for simply being you!  When is my 

birthday?  Where is my birthday?  How many 

days until my birthday?  So many special 

possibilities to make the day a happy, happy 

birthday!  In this book, enjoy all the wondrous 

wonderings and endless ponderings of 

possibilities of an upcoming birthday!
Fogliano, Julie (2017). When's My Birthday

(Illus. Christian Robinson). New York, NY: 

Neal Porter. 

Lexile (not available) 



Connections

▪ Have students share the month and day of their 

birthdays.  Help students figure out in which season 

their birthdays fall into.  Have students share some 

season/weather specific activities that they might do 

during their birthday.

▪ Using a calendar, have students count down or count 

the days until their birthday.

▪ Have students talk, write and/or draw about a favorite 

birthday celebration.

▪ Have students talk, write and/or draw about what 

presents or things that they would like for an upcoming 

birthday.

Fogliano, Julie (2017). When's My Birthday

(Illus. Christian Robinson). New York, NY: 

Neal Porter. 

Lexile (not available) 



Summary

Stephanie Graegin has created a delightfully 

whimsical adventure in her wordless picture 

book, Little Fox in the Forest. We follow a girl, 

whose stuffed animal fox is swiped by a real fox 

child, through a monochromatic forest as she 

chases the thief. As the colors unfold with the 

story, we find a magical place where small 

woodland animals reside. As charming as the 

illustrations are, the real beauty lies in the 

heartwarming decision the little girl makes, 

reminding us all that compassion is contagious.

Graegin, Stephanie. (2017). Little Fox in the Forest. 

New York, NY: Schwartz & Wade Books. 

Lexile = NP



Connections

▪ This book is about empathy and compassion. Explain to children what empathy 

is. Ask if they have any experience with trying to imagine themselves in 

someone else’s shoes. Lead a discussion about why this is an important thing to 

be able to do. You might also partner the reading of this book with other books 

that encourage this type of conversation, such as Each Kindness by Jacqueline 

Woodson, The Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Pena, or A Chair for My 

Mother by Vera B. Williams.

▪ This is a wordless book. There are many ways to read a wordless book to 

children. You can try out some of these options: Just hold up the book like you 

would any other picture book, not saying anything, allowing children time to 

formulate the story in their mind as you go. You can read it to them, talking 

through the pictures as a think aloud for what the words might be if there was 

text. You could have children take turns reading each page, formulating a 

shared text.

▪ Stephanie Graegin uses a format for her illustrations like a graphic novel, in that 

most of the pictures are contained in boxes. Let children experiment with 

creating their own artwork of this kind. You could have them come up with a 

simple story idea, one that could be told through 5-7 pictures. They could set 

up the boxes on their blank page, filling in their own illustrations. You could 

challenge them to create their own wordless book by making a few pages like 

this.

Graegin, Stephanie. (2017). Little Fox in the Forest. 

New York, NY: Schwartz & Wade Books. 

Lexile = NP



Summary

A young girl gets a turtle for her sixth 

birthday and names him Alfie. She loves her 

turtle but doesn’t feel like he really gets her. 

On her seventh birthday he disappears. The 

story then turns to the turtle’s perspective. It 

turns out that Alfie does get her, and he 

cares very deeply for the girl. He escapes so 

that he can find her the perfect birthday 

present. Heder, Thyra. (2017). Alfie: (The Turtle That 

Disappeared). New York, NY: Abrams Books 

for Young Readers. 

Lexile = AD490L



Connections

▪ This story does an excellent job of showing point 

of view as the story is told from both the girl’s and 

the turtle’s perspective. Educators can use this 

story to teach point of view. Have students write a 

story from a pet’s point of view. What does your 

pet think of you?

▪ Alfie is also told over a period and there are many 

clues about the passage of time including the 

changing of the seasons. Students can create 

drawings that show Alife (or another favorite 

animal) during all the different seasons.

Heder, Thyra. (2017). Alfie: (The Turtle That 

Disappeared). New York, NY: Abrams Books 

for Young Readers. 

Lexile = AD490L



Summary

In We Don’t Eat Our Classmates Penelope Rex 

is excited about starting the first day of 

school.   Making friends with her classmates 

proves challenging because she cannot stop 

eating her human friends!  Penelope tries to 

make friends with Walter, the class goldfish 

who then gives her a taste of her own 

medicine.  Penelope learns a valuable lesson 

on how to treat others the way you want to 

be treated. 

Higgins, Ryan T. (2018). We Don't Eat Our 

Classmates. New York, NY: Disney-

Hyperion. 

Lexile = AD500L



Connections

▪ Students can create a “How to Treat 

Classmates” class book.  Each student writes 

and illustrates one way to be a good classmate.  

HINT:  Do not eat them!

▪ Students can “talk back” to Penelope Rex and 

give her advice on how to be a good 

classmate.

▪ Students can draw or write how they are 

similar to Penelope Rex and how they are 

different.  

Higgins, Ryan T. (2018). We Don't Eat Our 

Classmates. New York, NY: Disney-

Hyperion. 

Lexile = AD500L



Summary

Two Ugandan sisters’ dreams are captured in 

the beautiful things of Uganda.  As they 

dream of the material things they’ve lost, 

their dreams change as they dream of the 

future. All the while, the author shares her 

love of Uganda through the items that are 

lost and found. However, the one thing the 

sisters never lose is their bond as sisters.
Isdahl, Nansubuga Nagadya. (2017). Sleep Well 

Siba and Saba (Illus. Sandra van Doorn). 

London, UK: Lantana. 

Lexile = AD570L



Connections

▪ The author highlights many beautiful 

features of Uganda. This book could be 

used as a model to students to choose a 

place and highlight all of the beautiful 

things associated with the location.

▪ A science connection could be made using 

this book as an introduction to the 

importance of sleep and how dreams are 

an important part of effective sleep.

Isdahl, Nansubuga Nagadya. (2017). Sleep Well 

Siba and Saba (Illus. Sandra van Doorn). 

London, UK: Lantana. 

Lexile = AD570L



Summary

What do you do when someone is new to your class or school?  

What can you do to make them feel welcomed?  What do you 

say to them to make them feel that they belong?  What do you 

do when you notice someone is being bullied?  What can you do 

to stop the bullying?  What do you say to make the person 

bullying stop?  What if you are the only one?  In this story, we get 

the simple answer to a sometimes very complicated choice: be a 

friend!  The courageous act of one small child in choosing to be a 

friend to and walking with someone who is being bullied sets a 

powerful example that makes it easier for others around them 

both to do the right thing.  Choose to extend your hand in 

friendship to someone who needs a friend or to someone that is 

being bullied; even if you are the only one!
Kerascoët. (2018). I Walk with Vanessa: A 

Story About a Simple Act of Kindness. New 

York, NY: Schwartz & Wade.

Lexile = NP

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/search/?q=Kerasco%C3%ABt;t=author


Connections

▪ Have students brainstorm and draw and/or 

write about what kindness means to them: 

Kindness is.../I can be kind by.../I can be 

kind when...

▪ Have students brainstorm and draw or write 

about some simple ways that they can be a 

friend: A friend is.../I can be a friend by.../I 

am a friend when…

▪ Have students make anti-bullying posters 

or a video PSA (public service 

announcement) against bullying.

Kerascoët. (2018). I Walk with Vanessa: A 

Story About a Simple Act of Kindness. New 

York, NY: Schwartz & Wade.

Lexile = NP

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/search/?q=Kerasco%C3%ABt;t=author


Summary

A Vietnamese American boy stays with his 

Vietnamese grandfather for the day. Their 

differences in food, language, and generation fade 

when they realize that they don’t need words to 

communicate. Without a word, worlds can be 

drawn together.

Lê, Minh. (2018). Drawn Together (Illus. Dan 

Santat). New York, NY: Disney-Hyperion.

Lexile (not available) 



Connections

▪ In some families, children have generational and language 

barriers with their grandparents. Pair with Dear Juno by 

Soyoung Pak and discuss how the characters build bridges 

of understanding.

▪ Both grandfather and grandson draw pictures of fighters. 

The grandfather chooses brush and black ink, the grandson 

uses colored markers. Challenge students to work together, 

using no words, to create a scene using different drawing 

tools (crayon, pencil, pen, marker). 

▪ In Vietnamese culture, a dragon is a supernatural creature 

closely associated with people’s lives. The dragon 

symbolizes luck, intelligence, nobility, and power. Have 

students research the significance of dragons in other 

cultures and time periods. 

Lê, Minh. (2018). Drawn Together (Illus. Dan 

Santat). New York, NY: Disney-Hyperion.

Lexile (not available) 



Summary

This is the book for that child who crumbles 

up another piece of paper because they 

made one mistake. It’s also the book for the 

art teacher using a mentor text to illustrate 

perspective or layering or creativity. It’s also 

the book for a perfectionist. Or a free spirit. 

Or a child. Or anyone. Corrina Luyken’s

debut picture book is just as stunning as it is 

inspiring. Her art is skillfully woven with 

encouraging text, reminding us all that 

success can come from our mistakes.

Luyken, Corinna. (2017). The Book of Mistakes.

New York, NY: Dial Books for Young Readers. 

Lexile = AD520L



Connections

▪ This book is about making mistakes and being okay with it. Lead a 

discussion with children about this topic. You may want to share a 

time that you made a mistake but kept going. Ask them to share a 

time that they made a mistake. How did they feel? What did they do? 

It can be helpful for children to hear from peers that it’s okay to let it 

go and move on.

▪ The art in this book is beautiful. Encourage the child you read it with 

to create art that is inspired by what they see in this book. They 

might want to sketch or paint mimicking the author’s style. Or they 

might choose to try to create art that builds to reveal a greater, 

larger scale picture, like what we see revealed close to the end of the 

book. Or they may want to just start drawing, understanding that 

they can be creative in changing mistakes into new ideas.

▪ The author does have a website you can visit for further inspiration. 

Corinnaluyken.com includes information about her, her book 

illustrations, and her inspiration, as well as art activity sheets you can 

share with children.

Luyken, Corinna. (2017). The Book of Mistakes.

New York, NY: Dial Books for Young Readers. 

Lexile = AD520L



Summary

A boy and his mother go for a ride in a boat on the 

pond. The boy asks his mother what is under the 

water. They discover many creatures living under and 

over the pond before heading home once it gets 

dark. The book teaches the reader about many 

animals that live in the water. The authors give details 

in the back of the book about the real animals in the 

story. 

Messner, Kate. (2017). Over and Under 

the Pond (Illus. Christopher Silas Neal). 

San Francisco, CA: Chronicle Books.

Lexile = AD660L



Connections

Over and Under the Pond describes a real-world ecosystem. 

Teachers can read this story when studying ecosystems. Have 

students research different ecosystems and write a story of 

their own with their ecosystem. 

The story has beautiful illustrations that often show us 

different perspectives of what we are looking at. Have 

students draw their own pictures with different types of 

perspective such as birds eye view or bug’s eye view. How do 

these animals see the world?

In this story we see animals in different stages of their life 

cycle. Students can research and create life cycle drawings for 

different animals in the story. 

Messner, Kate. (2017). Over and Under 

the Pond (Illus. Christopher Silas Neal). 

San Francisco, CA: Chronicle Books.

Lexile = AD660L



Summary

When a wolf is hungry, he heads into the city 

searching for a tasty bunny. What Edmund 

Bigsnout did not plan for was the bunny’s 

neighbors mistaking him for being kind and 

helpful. Maybe if Edmund sticks around, he may 

change his bad intentions for good.

Naumann-Villemin, Christine. (2017). 

When a Wolf is Hungry (Illus. Kris Di 

Giacomo). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdsman

Books for Young Readers. 

Lexile = AD550L



Connections

▪ This story is a twist on “the bad wolf”. Pair with a book 

about a “the sly fox”, That Is Not a Good Idea by Mo 

Willems. How do the two compare in their twist in 

plot? 

▪ Won’t you be my neighbor? For Edmund, every time 

the elevator “Dings” in the bunny’s apartment 

building he meets a new character who will one day 

be his neighbor too. Students can extend the story by 

creating one more neighbor that Edmund would 

meet. What tool or item would Edmund need to have 

for the neighbor to borrow and how would it be used 

in the plot.

Naumann-Villemin, Christine. (2017). 

When a Wolf is Hungry (Illus. Kris Di 

Giacomo). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdsman

Books for Young Readers. 

Lexile = AD550L



Summary

The beauty of family, its traditions, and love 

transcend any geographical location. The 

author shares the story of a Vietnamese dad 

and his son through the eyes of the son as he 

sees his dad as the understated superhero and 

his family as family regardless of physical 

location.  

Phi, Bao. (2017). A Different Pond (Illus. Thi

Bui). North Mankato, MN: Capstone Young 

Readers.  

Lexile = 620L



Connections

▪ Use this book to compare different family 

cultures with the goal of showing that a family is 

the same despite geographical location.

▪ A successful early morning of fishing means food 

for dinner. What are ways that communities 

could work together to help struggling families 

with food? Research community gardens.

Phi, Bao. (2017). A Different Pond (Illus. Thi

Bui). North Mankato, MN: Capstone Young 

Readers.  

Lexile = 620L



Summary

A clumsy, love struck Ox sends letters to his 

one true love, the graceful, yet conceited, 

Gazelle. This story is told through 

correspondences between the two. Ox is not 

shy in letting Gazelle know his true feelings 

for her. What will Gazelle’s response be?

Rex, Adam. (2017). XO, OX: A Love Story (Illus. 

Scott Campbell). New York, NY: Roaring 

Brook Press. 

Lexile = AD610L



Connections

▪ Meet Me! Have students research the habitats of 

the gazelle and the musk ox. Would these two 

ever meet in real life? How different are their 

habitats? 

▪ Author’s Purpose: What was the authors purpose 

in this story? How much do illustrations help the 

story? 

▪ Letter Writing: Choose someone you admire. 

Instead of telling their faults, like Gazelle did to 

Ox, point out all their attributes.

Rex, Adam. (2017). XO, OX: A Love Story (Illus. 

Scott Campbell). New York, NY: Roaring 

Brook Press. 

Lexile = AD610L



Summary

A bear and a wolf meet in the dead of winter 

in the snow while most other animals are 

hibernating. They enjoy a peaceful walk in the 

woods together. The pair come upon a big 

open area that is a pond in the warmer 

months. They push away the snow to discover 

fish sleeping beneath the ice. The bear and 

wolf part ways to continue their winter habits 

but meet again when the snow melts. 

Salmieri, Daniel. (2018). Bear and Wolf. New 

York, NY: Enchanted Lion Books.

Lexile = 550L



Connections

▪ Bear and Wolf takes place in the cold winter months but 

the story changes to spring. Students can research 

different seasons and how animals behave in those 

seasons. 

▪ There are many great examples of describing words in this 

story as well as onomatopoeia. Have students identify 

adjectives in this story and words that sound like the 

sounds that they make. They could even create their own 

describing words for the characters in the story. 

▪ The illustrations in this story are beautifully drawn and are 

very accessible to children. Ask children to create animals 

of their own following the sketching pattern and mixed 

colors that Dan Salmieri uses in his illustrations. 

Salmieri, Daniel. (2018). Bear and Wolf. New 

York, NY: Enchanted Lion Books.

Lexile = 550L



Summary

Dexter T. Rexter is the toughest, strongest, 

coolest dinosaur there has ever been!  He 

goes everywhere with his best friend Jack?  

But while at the doctor’s office, Dexter has 

lost his friend Jack.  Is anyone there?  Can you 

help me?  Maybe you’ve seen him?  What do 

you do when you have lost your very best 

friend?  In this story, we hear from Dexter, the 

stuffed animal, as he frantically searches for 

his beloved human friend Jack.Ward, Lindsay. (2018). Don't Forget Dexter. New 

York, NY: Two Lions. 

Lexile = AD300L



Connections

▪ Bring a Friend to School Day: Have students bring a favorite 

stuffed animal friend to school.

▪ Mystery Friend Game: Put on display a variety of stuffed animals 

that students have brought from home or ones from a 

classroom collection.  Have students draw a picture of or write a 

detailed description of a favorite stuffed animal friend from the 

collection.  Have other students try to guess which stuffed 

animal is being described based upon the picture drawn or the 

written description.

▪ Around Our Town: Have students take pictures of themselves 

and their favorite stuffed friend at different places in their 

neighborhood.  Have students talk or write about the outings.

▪ Lost and Found: Create a scavenger hunt game with clues for 

students to find a lost “Dexter”, “Jack” or a favorite stuffed 

animal friend.

Ward, Lindsay. (2018). Don't Forget Dexter. New 

York, NY: Two Lions. 

Lexile = AD300L



Winter, Jeanette. (2017). The World is Not a 

Rectangle: A Portrait of Architect Zaha Hadid. 

New York, NY: Beach Lane Books. 

Lexile = 760L

Summary

Young Zaha Hadid grew up in the beauty of 

Iraq. Dunes, rivers, and ancient ruins of her 

country inspired her as she grew up to 

become one of the most celebrated architects 

in the world.



Connections

▪ Zaha Hadid was inspired by nature around her. 

Use search engine to find images of Zaha Hadid 

Architecture. Select several and have students 

discuss what they think in nature inspired the 

design.

▪ Print pictures of things found in nature. Challenge 

students to create a building or piece of furniture 

using the shape of nature. Create a gallery wall of 

designs.

Winter, Jeanette. (2017). The World is Not a 

Rectangle: A Portrait of Architect Zaha Hadid. 

New York, NY: Beach Lane Books. 

Lexile = 760L



Summary

Jacqueline Woodson paints a picture of how 

we all feel different and alone sometimes in 

this beautiful story. A new girl arrives at school 

and feels different from all her classmates. She 

soon discovers that she is not the only one 

who feels different. This story reminds us that 

when we are open to others that they will 

become open to us too. 

Woodson, Jacqueline. (2018). The Day You Begin

(Illus. Rafael López). New York, NY: Nancy 

Paulsen Books. 

Lexile = AD980L



Connections

▪ The Day You Begin would be a wonderful first day of 

school book to help begin a classroom community 

where students feel open to share about their lives. 

Have students share something about themselves 

that they want others to know. 

▪ This story could be used as a story starter for 

children to write about the story of their own lives. 

Have students create a self-portrait to go with their 

story.

▪ The Day You Begin reminds us to be open and 

welcoming to others no matter their differences. This 

book would pair well with Wonder by R.J. Palacio.  

Woodson, Jacqueline. (2018). The Day You Begin

(Illus. Rafael López). New York, NY: Nancy 

Paulsen Books. 

Lexile = AD980L


