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Grades 4-5



Summary

Meet Ophelia Delphinium Fidgets, a fairy-in-training 

who is working to become a Granter.   Granters are 

the special fairies who listen carefully to our wishes 

each day, selecting which ones to fulfill.  The story 

begins on Ophelia’s very first day as she works to 

grant her very first wish.  Wish granting can be 

adventurous and challenging work, especially as 

Granters navigate the dangers of the human world.  

Along her journey, Ophelia is joined by Charlie, a 

fellow wish granting fairy, and Sam, a homeless dog 

whose perspective and voice are a sheer delight.  This 

book guides us to consider what it is we wish for, what 

it is that truly matters, and how we persist when 

presented with the unexpected. 
Anderson, John David. (2018) Granted. 

New York: NY: Walden Pond Press. 



Connections

▪ Be a Granter for a day.  Work with friends, family and 

members of your community to do good for others 

and to grant wishes that are important, compelling 

and needed.  

▪ Ophelia is intentional in packing specific items that 

she will need on her journey.  Research groups in 

your community who are collecting items for others 

in need.  Choose one to help.   

▪ Granted breaks some of the rules and stereotypes 

that fairy tales typically follow.  Try your hand at 

writing your own fairy tale that plays with or disrupts 

expectations, rules or stereotypes. 

Anderson, John David. (2018) Granted. 

New York: NY: Walden Pond Press. 



Summary

Wishtree is about a 216-year-old Oak Tree named Red that 

people visit on May 1st of each year to hang their wishes 

on her branches. Red believes she has seen it all until a 

Muslim refugee named Samar and her family move into 

the neighborhood.  The family soon finds that their new 

neighbors do not want them to be part of their 

community.  Red, along with the inhabitants of her trunk 

and branches, are determined to help Samar and her 

family connect with their new community.  This book is a 

wonderful story about friendship, acceptance, tolerance, 

kindness, family, community, and so much more.         

Applegate, Katherine. (2017) Wishtree (Illus. 

Charles Santoso). New York, NY: Feiwel and 

Friends. 



Connections

▪ Create a wish tree by placing a tree in a central place in your 

school such as the Media Center or outside the front office.  

Invite students and staff to write their wishes on strips of 

cloth and hang them on the tree branches throughout the 

year.

▪ Research about wish trees.  What are they?  How long have 

they been around?  Are they specific to one culture?  Create 

a book on WriteReader (https://www.writereader.com/en/) to 

share your findings with others.

▪ Research what it means to be a Muslim refugee then take on 

the role of a News Reporter.  Write an interview between the 

news reporter and Samar.  What questions could you ask 

Samar that would help others understand her point of view?  

What questions would help others be accepting of Samar 

and her family despite their differences?

Applegate, Katherine. (2017) Wishtree (Illus. 

Charles Santoso). New York, NY: Feiwel and 

Friends. 

https://www.writereader.com/en/


Summary

Alice is not happy about moving to Rainbow, Georgia to 

help take care of her grandmother who has grown 

forgetful.  After eavesdropping on a party line call, her 

punishment for her newfound gossip is walking her elderly 

neighbor’s dog named Clarence.  He won’t budge without 

his owner Miss Millie.  Walking with Miss Millie brings 

knowledge about the town’s past, segregation, and racism 

giving Alice a new perspective and wisdom to move past 

her own anger of her father leaving and also helps her to 

laugh again.

Bundy, Tamara. (2017). Walking with 

Miss Millie. New York, NY: Nancy 

Paulsen Books.



Connections

▪ Go on a walk or visit with an elderly relative or 

neighbor and ask him or her about their childhood or 

places you encounter.

▪ Capture and record the oral histories of members of 

your community.  Compile and share them through a 

podcast or a blog.

▪ Research your town’s history using the Georgia 

Historic Newspapers Database in Galileo 

(https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/).

Bundy, Tamara. (2017). Walking with 

Miss Millie. New York, NY: Nancy 

Paulsen Books.

https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/


Summary

Mason Buttle is an unforgettably kind, genuine and 

optimistic seventh grader.  His large size, his sweatiness, 

and his inability to read and write makes him the target of 

teasing and bullying.  Mason persists.  The book begins as 

Mason deals with death of his friend Benny and the 

questions the town lieutenant continues to ask as he picks 

apart Mason’s story of what happened.  He makes a new 

friend in Calvin Chumsky, a much smaller kiddo who is 

equally targeted by local bullies.  Just as things begin to 

turn, Calvin goes missing.  It’s up to Mason to figure out 

what happened and to convince others that he is worth 

hearing.  This is a book marked by hope, suspense and 

possibility.Connor, Leslie. (2018). The Truth as 

Told by Mason Buttle. New York, NY: 

Katherine Tegen Books.



Connections

▪ Ms. Blinny is an adult who sees and values Mason.  Her 

taking notice and care dramatically impacted his journey.  

Think of an adult or teacher or coach who has had an 

impact on you. Write them a letter of thanks.

▪ Mason discovers his voice as a writer in building his 

“Story of You” using a digital tool that prevents dyslexia 

from impeding his writing.  Write your own “Story of 

You.”  Use digital tools like iMovie or Instagram or 

Anchor.fm to share your writing across modes and to 

open new possibilities.

▪ Ms. Blinny disapproves of Mason’s t-shirt and uses duct 

tape and a Sharpie to re-message it to celebrate 

something about how he is special.  Create your own 

tshirt that captures and celebrates something unique 

and important about you.

Connor, Leslie. (2018). The Truth as 

Told by Mason Buttle. New York, NY: 

Katherine Tegen Books.



Summary

The Vanderbeekers, a family with five children, live in a 

brownstone in Harlem, New York. The week before 

Christmas they find out that their lease will not be 

renewed and that they have to find somewhere else to 

live…by New Year’s. The children each work secretly and 

independently to change their grouchy, hermit-like, 

landlord’s mind. Readers will be able to identify with at 

least one of the characters and thanks to the detailed 

illustrations by the author, will be able to visualize the 

floorplan of the brownstone and layout of the 

neighborhood.

Glaser, Karina Yan. (2017). The 

Vanderbeekers of 141st Street. New 

York, NY: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 



Connections

▪ The Vanderbeekers were not the first ones to live in their home. If your 

family was not the first to live in your home, do you know anything 

about who lived there before you? Do you wonder if other kids 

climbed the trees in your yard or how the former occupant decorated 

your bedroom? Can you find out anything about the previous 

owners? Do they have memories of living there? If your family is the 

first family to live in your home, what memories or secrets would you 

like to share with future occupants?

▪ Draw a floorplan of your home like the one found in The 

Vanderbeekers of 141stStreet. Draw a map of your neighborhood like 

the ones the author included in the book. You may wish to refer to 

pages 5, 17, 54, and the inside covers.

▪ Identify a positive characteristic of one of the Vanderbeeker children 

that you would like to see in yourself (speaking to others, cooking for 

the family, etc.), set a goal to develop that skill in yourself, remember to 

break the goal down into steps.Glaser, Karina Yan. (2017). The 

Vanderbeekers of 141st Street. New 

York, NY: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 



Summary

Candice is not happy about leaving Atlanta for the 

summer, but meeting Brandon next door does make it 

better. Brandon has issues of his own, but after finding a 

lost letter, they work together to tackle a big mystery 

that started years ago. Solving this mystery could 

restore credibility to Candice's grandmother's 

reputation and earn them both a fortune. Tackling social 

issues from bullying to divorce, and past racial injustices, 

readers will be rooted in the present adventure of 

Candice and Brandon, but also be drawn into the 

decades old injustice that they are attempting to reveal.

Johnson, Varian. (2018). The Parker 

Inheritance. New York, NY: Arthur A. 

Levine Books. 



Connections

▪ In the book, we learn about the Briggs v. Elliot lawsuit to 

challenge segregation. What else can you learn about the 

people involved in this case, and about the four other 

lawsuits that combined to create Brown v. Board of 

Education?

▪ At the end of the novel, Candice talks about the 

importance of telling the Washington family’s story when 

she is older.  Write or create a podcast that captures a 

story from your life or your history that you believe is 

worth carrying and sharing forward.

▪ The book does a lot of work in identifying the difference 

between justice and vengeance.  Explore how these 

themes work in other stories, movies, television shows, as 

well as news and world events.  

Johnson, Varian. (2018). The Parker 

Inheritance. New York, NY: Arthur A. 

Levine Books. 



Summary

Ben and Charlotte become friends through an online 

Scrabble game.  Both are figuring out what it means to be 

a middle schooler, though they are separated by the long 

physical distance between Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and 

Lanester, Louisiana.  Both are bullied, highly academically 

gifted and working through family challenges.  Most 

importantly, they have one another. The story unfolds over 

the course of a week and rotates between each character’s 

voice and point of view. This is a story about friendship, 

growing up, and finding what connects us to others.

Kelly, Erin Entrada. (2018). You Go 

First. New York, NY: Greenwillow 

Books



Connections

▪ Word games are at the center of this story.  Take some 

time to play and discover what they enjoy in anagrams, 

Scrabble, crossword puzzles, or other wordplay games.

▪ Ben spends time researching the levels of pollution in 

our oceans and waterways.  Research the “ocean of 

garbage” he talks about.  Start a local campaign that 

helps your community become more knowledgeable 

about plastic consumption, recycling and other related 

issues.

Kelly, Erin Entrada. (2018). You Go 

First. New York, NY: Greenwillow 

Books



Summary

Amal is young Pakistani girl who dreams of becoming a 

teacher. Her dreams are temporarily interrupted when, as 

the eldest daughter, she must stay home from school to 

care for her siblings. We catch a glimpse of the character's 

strength as Amal finds creative ways to continue to learn. 

Then one day in the market, Amal meets the village's 

corrupt landlord and member of the ruling Khan family. 

After he perceives Amal's actions to be offensive, he takes 

her as an indentured servant to repay the family's debt. 

Amal must find a way to hold on to hope and face her 

deepest fears.

Saeed, Aisha. (2018). Amal Unbound. New 

York, NY: Nancy Paulsen Books.



Connections

▪ Find out more about Pakistan. Research Pakistan's culture. 

Compare your findings to your own cultural heritage or 

another culture of your choice Report your findings in a 

creative way (podcast, Google Slides, imovie, trifold board).

▪ Amal says, "If everyone decided nothing could change, 

nothing ever would." Do you agree? Does this statement 

only apply to her situation? What other current event could 

this way of thinking be applied to? Think of a situation you'd 

like to see change in your local or global community, decide 

how you can make a change. Write a letter to these 

communities encouraging them to join you in your 

endeavor.

▪ The reader is left with questions at the end of the story, write 

a follow-up chapter that tells what Amal is doing now.

Saeed, Aisha. (2018). Amal Unbound. New 

York, NY: Nancy Paulsen Books.



Summary

Clayton Byrd is a New York tween boy coping with loss.  

After his grandfather’s death, he decides to run away and 

join the Blues band that his grandfather played with at 

the park. In this brief narrative, Clayton also deals with 

estranged parents and other unresolved issues in his 

family.  Is Clayton ready to leave home and play the blues 

or does he need to confront the turmoil that resides 

within his family? 

Williams-Garcia, Rita. (2017). Clayton 

Byrd Goes Underground. New York, NY: 

Amistad. 



Connections

▪ Learn more about the history of the Blues.  How has this 

genre of music developed and changed through the 

years? 

▪ Clayton plays the Harmonica.  Research the history the 

harmonica.  Learn to play the harmonica.  Create a song 

that expresses the journey of Clayton Byrd.  

▪ To deal with his grief, Clayton Byrd felt he needed to 

skip school and run away.  Create a small group that 

meets in school that focuses on loss and grief.  Use the 

text as a way to discuss how to deal with death of a 

family member.   Williams-Garcia, Rita. (2017). Clayton 

Byrd Goes Underground. New York, NY: 

Amistad. 



Summary

Front Desk is about a ten-year-old girl, Mia, and her family 

who are immigrants from China that move to California in 

search of a better life.  Mia’s parents are not able to get 

the same type of professional jobs like they had in China, 

so they are forced to take a job running a motel.  It 

doesn’t take long before they realize their boss is an awful 

man. Through many difficult situations her family and 

friends face, Mia is quickly forced to grow up.  The book 

confronts topics such as poverty, immigration, racism, and 

perseverance that is full of tough lessons about the world.  

This story is based on the author’s childhood as an 

immigrant.            
Yang, Kelly. (2018). Front Desk. New 

York, NY: Arthur A. Levine Books.  



Connections

▪ Research the life of Chinese immigrants during the 

1980s to early 1990s .  What did these people have to 

deal with?  Would you put your family through these 

things in hopes to have freedom?  Why or why not?  

▪ Create a presentation (poster, digital, brochure) 

depicting struggles immigrants (children and adults) 

face coming to America.

▪ Interview someone who has immigrated to America. 

Ask your interviewee why he/she immigrated, what 

changed for the better or worse , did he/she learn a 

new language? and other questions about their 

experience as an immigrant.   With their permission, 

create a book, Powerpoint, or Flipgrid to share their 

experience with others.

Yang, Kelly. (2018). Front Desk. New 

York, NY: Arthur A. Levine Books.  



Grades 6-8



Summary

What matters most is not how far you have fallen, 

but how well you bounce back! Rebound is story 

about resilience.  A rebound is a second chance or 

opportunity to be successful. While visiting his 

grandparents in the summer of 1988, Charlie Bell 

works through his grief by finding the healing power 

of Basketball. This is a special story of family, 

recovery, and growing into manhood.

Alexander, Kwame. (2018). Rebound (Illus. 

Dawud Anyabwile). New York, NY: Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt.



Connections

▪ Create a free verse poem about a topic of your 

choice and then make a comic strip as a visual 

representation of your poem. 

▪ Research the history of the Boys and Girls Clubs 

in America. Create a presentation about the 

impact of these organizations on the 

communities they serve. Locate similar 

organizations in your community and find a way 

to support their programming in your 

community.

▪ Music was an essential part of the narrative. 

Create a playlist (soundtrack) for the book.  

Write an explanation about how each song 

connects to the text.   

Alexander, Kwame. (2018). Rebound (Illus. 

Dawud Anyabwile). New York, NY: Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt.



Summary

Sometimes it is hard to decide what is 

right. Sometimes what you were supposed to do is 

not what is right. Little Charlie finds this out in 1858 

after his sharecropping father dies and he takes on an 

assignment from the meanest overseer around…collect 

on another debt that is owed to him. The debt 

happens to involve slaves that have ran away to a free 

state. At first, Little Charlie is content just to do his job, 

but then he becomes bent on doing the right 

thing. Little Charlie is one of Christopher Paul Curtis’ 

many relatable strong characters.

Curtis, Christopher Paul. (2018). 

The Journey of Little Charlie. New 

York, NY: Scholastic Press. 



Connections

▪ Readers who liked Patricia Polacco’s January’s Sparrow, Christopher 

Paul Curtis’ other books, especially Elijah of Buxton,  antebellum 

America, and well-crafted characters will enjoy Little Charlie’s 

Journey. Readers who wonder what they would do in a character-

defining moment, like in Cordelia Jensen’s Every Shiny Thing, will 

really enjoy Little Charlie’s Journey(and, of course, visualize 

themselves doing the right thing).

▪ Research sharecropping. Little Charlie’s family farmed, but they 

were not plantation owners. What was that kind of life 

like? Research Little Charlie’s trip, map it out.

▪ Recognizing that changing the world begins where you are, think of 

how you can improve someone else’s world by sharing your 

talents. You can read at a pre-school or nursing home, help clean 

up a park or river, volunteer at an animal shelter, play the piano at a 

retirement home, help someone learn to speak English, or whatever 

the need is for someone to do the right thing in your area.Curtis, Christopher Paul. (2018). 

The Journey of Little Charlie. New 

York, NY: Scholastic Press. 



Summary

On the midnight between August 14 and 15, 1947 India 

was divided into two separate countries, India for Hindus 

and Pakistan for the Muslims. The novel is told in daily 

entries written by Nisha, addressed to her deceased 

mother, detail the daily life of her family’s emotional 

journey to their new home in India, across the border 

from the only home she has ever known.  Background 

knowledge of the separation of India and Pakistan is not 

needed; Hiranandani does an exceptional job filling in the 

information, to include the violence and loss of life of 

many of the refugees as they find their new home. The 

story is loosely based on the author’s father and his 

journey to a new home when he was 9 years old. 
Hiranandani, Veera. (2018). Night Diary. 

New York, NY: Dial Books for Young 

Readers. 



Connections

▪ Have students explore the differences and 

similarities of religions:  Hinduism, Islam, Judaism 

and Christianity.  

▪ As we learn about Nisha’s families move from 

Pakistan to India explore the plight of refugees in 

both historical and in modern times.  

▪ Learn about the history of India and Pakistan, from 

English rule to the separation in 1947.

▪ Volunteer with a local refugee organization like the 

Red Cross, or a local church to learn about what 

refugees in the United States are experiencing. Hiranandani, Veera. (2018). Night Diary. 

New York, NY: Dial Books for Young 

Readers. 



Summary

Lauren and Sierra are brought together by difficult 

life circumstances. Lauren has always taken 

protective care of her Autistic brother. Then, he is 

sent away to a special school for students with 

Autism. Sierra has tried to help her drug addicted 

mother. But, her mother has gone away, and Sierra 

moves to Lauren's wealthy neighborhood because 

she is being fostered by Lauren's neighbors. Through 

these difficulties, the girls form a close bond. Lauren 

develops a plan to help raise money for kids with 

Autism but getting caught could hurt Sierra's future. 

The girls will realize that the end doesn't always 

justify the means.
Jenson, Cordelia and Morrison, Laurie. 

(2018). Every Shiny Thing (Illus. Kimberly 

Glyder). New York, NY: Amulet Books. 



Connections

▪ In the novel, both Lauren's and Sierra's points of view are 

shared. Are there other characters' perspectives you'd like to 

see? Rewrite a chapter or write your own chapter from the 

perspective of another character in the novel. Write your own 

short story that alternates between two different characters' 

points of view.

▪ Make a kaleidoscope. There are many directions online for 

making your own kaleidoscope. After creating your own, 

reflect on the symbolism of the kaleidoscope in the story. 

Why is it important to Sierra, and what does it represent to 

her?

▪ Consider your own learning strengths and academic 

challenges. Design an activity or project you wish could be 

assigned in school that would let you showcase your 

strengths while also pushing you to address one of your 

difficulties.

Jenson, Cordelia and Morrison, Laurie. 

(2018). Every Shiny Thing (Illus. Kimberly 

Glyder). New York, NY: Amulet Books. 



Summary

A tale that weaves fantasy into the everyday life of 

a middle-schooler named Charlie. As Charlie 

struggles with typical middle school issues from 

boys, changing friendships, science projects, and 

dance recitals, she realizes these all lack 

importance in the wake of a family emergency. 

While a talking fish may seem out of place in this 

scenario, Messner makes it work by creating 

humor and light-heartedness to an otherwise 

difficult topic. Readers will be cheering for Charlie 

and her family to overcome their troubles.

Messner, Kate. (2016). Seventh Wish. 

New York, NY: Bloomsbury. 



Connections

▪ Research ice fishing.  Where is it done?  What 

equipment is used?  What kinds of fish are caught?

▪ There are a lot of promises made in the story, 

especially between Abby and Charlie and their families.  

Make a promise to yourself and your friends or your 

family.  Write a letter to your future self (maybe at 18?) 

reminding your future self what you believe about 

substance abuse and why you want to make this 

promise.

▪ Tinker with coding.  Find out if your school has a club 

or class for coding – or whether you participate in the 

Hour of Code project.  If there isn’t an opportunity for 

this, create one.

Messner, Kate. (2016). Seventh Wish. 

New York, NY: Bloomsbury. 



Summary

Nora Tucker’s summer break is turned on its head when 

two inmates escape from a local maximum security 

prison.  Her small town goes on lockdown and suspicion 

and fear bring out new sides of the people she has 

known her whole life.  Examined from multiple 

characters’ points of view and offering a collection of 

artifacts (i.e., poems, newspaper articles, recorded 

conversations, text messages, school announcements, 

petitions), this novel offers a subtle and impactful 

examination of race, forgiveness, opportunity, community 

and justice

Messner, Kate. (2018). Breakout. New 

York, NY: Bloomsbury Children's 

Book. 



Connections

▪ In the start of the novel, students are writing letters to 

place in a time capsule for future citizens of Wolf Creek.  

Put together your own time capsule that collects artifacts 

of this time along with your written letter to a future 

reader. 

▪ Messner starts this story by telling us that “sometimes you 

need to hear lots of points of view to get the whole story.” 

(1)  Research a current story or event in your community –

and examine it from as many different points of view as 

possible.  How does that impact your understanding of 

what happened?

▪ Elidee’s poetry runs throughout the novel, inspired by 

poets and even Lin-Manuel Miranda’s lyrics to “Cabinet 

Battle #1.”  Choose one of her influences and try your 

hand at writing a model text.

Messner, Kate. (2018). Breakout. New 

York, NY: Bloomsbury Children's 

Book. 



Summary

Chaya Lindor is Jewish and lives in Nazi occupied 

Poland.  Chaya’s family is torn apart, her sister is taken 

away, her brother disappears, and her parents are 

crestfallen.  Chaya is determined to make a difference 

and becomes a courier with forged papers moving back 

and forth between the Jewish ghetto, smuggling food, 

medicine, forging papers and even people to freedom .  

But after a mission goes awry, Chaya soon joins the 

resistance movement attacking Nazi supply lines 

ultimately leading her to support the Warsaw ghetto 

uprising.  Full of tension and suspense, Resistance will 

have reader’s cheering for Chaya to make a difference 

and serves as a reminder that whoever saves one life, 

saves the world.  Some of the best books about the 

Holocaust for young readers emphasize the resistance 

movement, the courage to fight back against 

overwhelming odds. 

Nielsen, Jennifer A.. (2018). Resistance. 

New York, NY: Scholastic Press. 



Connections

▪ Learn about the Jewish Resistance during World War II in 

Poland and throughout Europe

▪ Explore the history of the Warsaw Ghetto during the Nazi 

occupation of Poland

▪ Antisemitism is a subject matter explored in the novel, 

investigate antisemitism in Europe from 1933-1945 and explore 

more modern examples of anti-semitism.  

▪ Websites of note: 

▪ Georgia Commission on the Holocaust: 

https://holocaust.georgia.gov

▪ United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: 

https://www.ushmm.org

▪ USC Shoah Foundationhttps://sfi.usc.edu
Nielsen, Jennifer A.. (2018). Resistance. 

New York, NY: Scholastic Press. 

https://holocaust.georgia.gov/
https://www.ushmm.org/
https://sfi.usc.edu/


Summary

A couple of years after Fidel Castro takes over Cuba, 

he amasses an army of teachers for the national 

literacy campaign. In this lesser-known positive 

chapter of Cuban history, readers follow thirteen-

year-old Lora as she volunteers to go into the rural 

areas of her country and teach fellow citizens to 

read. When one is raised to help those in need, one 

must do the right thing. After she convinces her 

family that serving is the right thing for her to do, she 

is received warmly in her host home, but the rural 

culture poses challenges to the urban setting from 

which she came. There is always a threat from the 

counter-revolutionaries as well.
Paterson, Katherine. (2017). My Brigadista

Year. Somerville, Massachusetts: Candlewick 

Press. 



Connections

▪ Readers who like historical fiction set in the twentieth 

century or Katherine Patterson’s detailed writing will like this 

book.

▪ Research Fidel Castro’s leadership in Cuba and Cuba’s 

relationship with the United States (then and now), or the 

literacy rates in the United States and other countries, even 

the literacy rates in various regions or states in America 

compared to each other and other parts of the world. What 

conclusions do you draw about literacy?

▪ Reading is a great way to improve literacy. Find a younger 

reader and help them read or read better by reading to 

them or buddy regularly reading for a few months. Create 

an audiobook for children learning English as a second 

language. Participate in a book drive for a library or a 

doctor’s office or a charity that provides books to children.
Paterson, Katherine. (2017). My Brigadista

Year. Somerville, Massachusetts: Candlewick 

Press. 



Summary

Morrigan Crow was born on Eventide, the unluckiest 

day to be born.  Being born on Eventide means she is 

blamed for everything from bad weather to illnesses.  

Worst of all, she is destined to die at midnight on her 

eleventh birthday.  Jupiter North intervenes with her 

dreadful fate by whisking her away to the safety of a 

magical city called Nevermoor as he has chosen to 

complete four trials or tests to become a member of 

the Wundrous Society.  To successfully complete the 

trials, she must discover her extraordinary talent or be 

forced to leave this newfound haven and face her 

curse.

Townsend, Jessica. (2017). Nevermoor: The 

Trials of Morrigan Crow (Illus.Jim Madsen). 

New York, NY: Little, Brown and Company.



Connections

▪ Being born on Eventide was unlucky.  Research 

superstitions across different cultures.

▪ When Jupiter, North, and Morrigan arrive in Nevermoor, 

they have to get through border control.  Research 

different countries’ border control and immigration laws.

▪ Other Resources:

▪ https://www.hachette.com.au/content/resources/9

780734418074-teachers-notes.pdf

▪ https://www.hachetteschools.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/02/Nevermoor-Teachers-

Notes.pdf

▪ https://www.hachetteschools.co.uk/classroom-

resources/nevermoor-teachers-notes/

Townsend, Jessica. (2017). Nevermoor: The 

Trials of Morrigan Crow (Illus.Jim Madsen). 

New York, NY: Little, Brown and Company.

https://www.hachette.com.au/content/resources/9780734418074-teachers-notes.pdf
https://www.hachetteschools.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Nevermoor-Teachers-Notes.pdf
https://www.hachetteschools.co.uk/classroom-resources/nevermoor-teachers-notes/


Summary

Every week six students meet to talk…no adults in 

attendance, just an afternoon to meet and talk about 

what’s bothering them:  a father’s incarceration, a 

father’s deportation and the changes in family 

economics just to name a few.  When these six 

students gather they express their feelings and fears; 

the same fears they hide from others.  Harbor Me 

digs in deep to show how so many of America’s 

social issues affect today’s kids — and they learn to 

build trust, listen without judgment and ultimately 

develop a lasting bond of friendship.  Elizabeth Bird’s 

review in School Library Journal stated: “Ripe for 

discussion, this is the book that will get kids thinking 

and talking and (maybe most importantly for some) 

listening for decades to come.”

Woodson, Jacqueline. (2018). Harbor Me. 

New York, NY: Nancy Paulsen Books. 



Connections

▪ Learn about United States immigration/deportation laws 

and how they have changed over the course of years. 

▪ Explore what family lives are like with an incarcerated 

parent.  Read Jacqueline Woodson’s Visiting Day for a 

picture book exploring a family story about incarceration. 

▪ A constant theme throughout Jacqueline Woodson’s 

books is family/home.  What makes a family?  Who do you 

consider your family?  How do friends and classmates fall 

into your definition?

▪ Why is it important to document our history?

▪ Discuss what the title means?  What does it mean to 

“harbor” someone?  What organizations in your 

community harbor others?

Woodson, Jacqueline. (2018). Harbor Me. 

New York, NY: Nancy Paulsen Books. 


