
 Henry County Schools Gradual and Staggered Return to an On-Campus Learning Option with Timeline – Adopted by HCBOE August 31, 2020 

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 

Timeline 
The district will move to Phase 1 by 
September 14 assuming COVID-19 
community conditions allow. 

The district will move to Phase 2 on 
September 28 assuming COVID-19 
community conditions allow. 

The district will move to Phase 3 on 
October 5 assuming COVID-19 
community conditions allow. 

The district will move to Phase 4 on 
(TBD) assuming COVID-19 community 
conditions allow. 

Gradual 
Return of 
Staff 

All remaining employees return to 
worksite.   

Employees may request and qualify for 
accommodations based on restrictions 
due to their own or a family member’s 
serious health condition.  If requests 
cannot be accommodated, provisions 
of FFCRA and/or FMLA will activate or 
employee must return to work. 

All employees report to worksite. 

Employees may request and qualify for 
accommodations based on restrictions 
due to their own or a family member’s 
serious health condition.  If requests 
cannot be accommodated, provisions 
of FFCRA and/or FMLA will activate or 
employee must return to work. 

All employees report to worksite. 

Employees may request and qualify for 
accommodations based on restrictions 
due to their own or a family member’s 
serious health condition.  If requests 
cannot be accommodated, provisions of 
FFCRA and/or FMLA will activate or 
employee must return to work. 

All employees report to worksite. 

Employees may request and qualify for 
accommodations based on restrictions 
due to their own or a family member’s 
serious health condition.  If requests 
cannot be accommodated, provisions of 
FFCRA and/or FMLA will activate or 
employee must return to work. 

Gradual 
Return of 
Students to 
On-Campus 
Learning 

Families 
opting for 
Remote 
Learning 
will 
continue to 
engage in 
at-home 
Remote 
Learning. 

All students – Remote Learning 

Families confirm their opt-in selection 
(return to on-campus learning or 
continue remote learning). 

School-age children of employees are 
permitted to attend with and remain 
under the supervision of parent. 

Orientation Period for Students 
Returning to On-Campus Learning 

PK-12 Students with last name A-M: 
Monday and Tuesday 

PK-12 Students with last name N-Z: 
Thursday and Friday 

PK-12 Students served in Self-
Contained Programs: Monday – Friday 

All other days – Remote Learning or 
Independent Learning Activities 

PK-5: Monday – Friday 

6-8: Monday – Friday

9-12:  Split Schedule Below
Monday and Tuesday:  9-12 Students
with last name A-M on campus /
Thursday and Friday:  9-12 Students with
last name N-Z

9-12: All other days – Remote Learning or
Independent Learning Activities

PK-12 Students served in Self-Contained 
Programs: Monday – Friday 

PK-5: Monday – Friday 

6-8: Monday – Friday

9-12:  Monday – Friday

PK-12 Students served in Self-Contained 
Programs: Monday – Friday 

Gradual 
Opening of 
School 
Campuses 

Open to the public by appointment or 
pre-scheduled activity. 

Open to the public by appointment or 
pre-scheduled activity. 

Open to the public by appointment or 
pre-scheduled activity. 

Open to the public by appointment or 
pre-scheduled activity. 

Gradual 
Opening of 
District 
Facilities 

Open to the public by appointment or 
pre-scheduled activity. 

Board Members meet in boardroom. 
Public access at board office via 
advanced registration and via 
teleconference. 

Open to the public by appointment or 
pre-scheduled activity. 

Board Members meet in boardroom. 
Public access at board office via 
advanced registration and via 
teleconference. 

Open to the public by appointment or 
pre-scheduled activity. 

Board Members meet in boardroom. 
Public access at board office via 
advanced registration and via 
teleconference. 

Open to the public by appointment or 
pre-scheduled activity. 

Board Members meet in boardroom. 
Public access at board office via 
advanced registration and via 
teleconference. 
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Gradual and Staggered Return of Students to On-Campus Learning 

Families in Henry County Schools will have the option to choose Remote Learning or On-Campus Learning for the 2020-21 school year.  The gradual and staggered return 

for students who choose On-Campus learning will follow the dates presented in Phases 2-4.  Families opting for Remote Learning will continue to engage in at-home, 

Remote Learning.  The transition from fully remote for all students to a hybrid of options for families may result in uncustomary adjustments to a student’s schedule or 

teacher assignment.  Each school will customize the most effective instructional model and staffing assignments based on the unique numbers of students selecting 

each option.  If necessary, split schedules could be used in ES or MS. 

Family Selection for Remote or On-Campus Learning 

There will be a second selection period that will be required by all families to indicate the choice of Remote or On-Campus Learning.  The selection window will be 

August 31 – September 9, 2020.  It is understandable that there may be a need to change a family’s selection after the commitment is made.  Additionally, some families 

may have children with different last names such that children in one family fall in both A-M and N-Z last name splits.  Specific family selection or attendance 

circumstances must be brought to the attention of your local schools.   

On-Campus Requirements 

Students who opt into On-Campus Learning are also committing to the COVID-19 mitigation protocols that are in place.  Masks are required on HCS buses and on HCS 

campuses.  Exceptions may apply for a student’s special circumstances with a doctor note.  Mask-down zones may be determined at a local school (i.e. when 

eating/drinking, during physical activity, or during certain instructional settings).  Masks need to comply with the dress code standards outlined in the Code of Conduct.  

Students are expected to follow hallway directional signs, avoid crowding, and stay home from school if not feeling well, waiting for results from a COVID test, have 

received a COVID-positive diagnosis, or have had close contact (living in the household or having been less than 6 feet for more than 15 minutes with a person with a 

COVID-positive diagnosis).  Students who do not comply with On-Campus efforts to reduce the spread of COVID-19 will be encouraged to transition to Remote Learning 

or could be in violation of the Code of Conduct. 

COVID-19 Conditions 

Each phase is dependent on the greater COVID-19 conditions of the Henry County community; and within each school once school campuses are open.  There is a Henry 

County Health dashboard updated weekly on the Henry County Schools’ district website based on information provided by public and health officials.  COVID-19 

conditions that district officials are specifically reviewing in coordination with Piedmont Henry Hospital, local pediatricians, and the Department of Public Health are in 

the following four categories of health metrics: 

- New positive cases in Henry County over a 14 day period – This is an indicator of community infection rates.  It is desirable that infection rates on the 14-day

new positive count remain below the peak of 400 per 100,000 Henry County residents.  This represents 0.33% percent of the Henry County population of

239,866 people in order to proceed through each phase on the indicated dates.

- New positive cases daily average over a 14 day period – This is an indicator of community infection rate.  It is desirable that the daily average of new infection

rates remains below the peak of new cases on average per day per 100,000 Henry County residents.

- Hospitalization – This is an indicator of the severity of the virus and the impact on the medical system in the community.  District officials will collaborate

regularly with Piedmont Henry executives to assess the hospitalization impact of COVID-19.

- Transmission rate per school – This is an indicator of the new COVID cases in a school setting once on-campus learning begins.  District officials will evaluate the

transmission rate of a school as it relates to the transmission rate of the community.
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The new positive cases in Henry County and the hospitalization rate in Henry County are the two metrics examined to evaluate the return to on campus learning.  Once 

students have returned to on-campus learning, new positive cases in Henry County, hospitalization rate in Henry County, and the transmission rate per school will be 

evaluated to determine if a classroom or school closure is warranted.  No one metric in isolation will automatically result in action.  Metrics will be updated on the 

district website weekly and monitored bi-weekly to determine if the best instructional model is in place.  In consultation with the Department of Public Health and when 

circumstances require doing so, HCS will direct employees and/or students to quarantine to mitigate community spread of COVID-19, on a site, classroom, school, or 

other basis.  In cases of any individual quarantining or a classroom or school closure, students will receive instruction though Remote Learning. 

Positive Case on School Campus and Quarantine Protocol 

All positive case and quarantine protocols are directed by the Department of Public Health and have been subject to change.  All positive cases reported to Henry 

County Schools will be further reported by the school district to the Department of Public Health.  When a positive diagnosis is reported to any staff member, that 

individual with the positive diagnosis will be interviewed to identify all of the individuals who had close contact (less than 6 feet for more than 15 cumulative minutes).  

Those individuals will be notified by phone that they have been identified to have had close contact and need to quarantine for 14-days.  For a student, in addition to 

the interview, every student who is seated in front, back, and on both sides of the student in every class setting and on the bus will be notified by phone and required to 

quarantine.  Once the close contact notification by phone is complete, everyone else associated with campus that day will receive an email notification through Infinite 

Campus messenger.  If you have not been identified as someone in close contact to the positive diagnosis, you do not need to take any further action. 

- Quarantining identified individuals – Any individual identified to have been in close contact (less than 6 feet for more than 15 cumulative minutes) will be

notified by phone and directed to self-quarantine for 14 days.  Students seated in class or on the bus in front of, behind, and on the right and left of a student (if

closer than 6 feet for more than 15 minutes) who reports a positive diagnosis will be automatically directed to quarantine.

- Quarantining an entire classroom – An entire classroom of students/teachers could be directed to quarantine if the Department of Public Health determines

that the close contacts are difficult to decipher; or if the entire class was in close contact to a classmate/classroom teacher who reports a positive diagnosis; or

if supervision of students is compromised due to teacher quarantining requirements.

- Quarantining several classrooms – Several classrooms could be directed to quarantine if the Department of Public Health determines that the close contacts

are difficult to decipher; or if the entire class was in close contact to a classmate/classroom teacher who reports a positive diagnosis; or if supervision of

students is compromised due to teacher quarantining requirements.

- Closing a school – A school could be directed to close if the Department of Public Health determines that the rate of new positives in the community,

hospitalization rate in the community, transmission rate in the school, or supervision of students is strained due to quarantine requirements.

- Closing a cluster of schools – A cluster of schools could be directed to close if the Department of Public Health determines that the rate of new positives in the

community, hospitalization rate in the community, transmission rate in the school, or supervision of students is strained due to quarantine requirements.

- Closing the district – The entire district (all 52 schools) could be directed to close under Executive Order of the Governor or if the Department of Public Health

determines that the rate of new positives in the community, hospitalization rate in the community, transmission rate in the school, or supervision of students is

strained due to quarantine requirements.

Keep Henry Healthy 

Re-opening school campuses so that families can have the option of On-campus Learning requires all of us to do our part to “Keep Henry Healthy.”  

- Wash Up, Watch Your Distance, Wear a Mask

- Monitor Your Health Daily and Stay Home if you do not feel well and Responsibly Report a COVID-positive diagnosis.
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