
AFI 36-2903 Dress and Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel 

6.4. Footwear.  

6.4.1. Footwear (Males). Footwear is required when wearing all uniforms. Athletic shoes will only be 

worn with the physical training uniform (see para 7.1.5.) unless medically necessary, as determined by 

appropriate medical authorities and approved by the commander.  

6.4.1.1. Socks (black). Socks will be plain without design, clean, and serviceable. Black socks will be worn 

with low quarters, dress boots and black jungle/combat boots. Plain white socks may be worn under the 

black socks as long as the white socks are not visible.  

6.4.1.2. Socks (sage green). Sage green socks will be worn with the sage green or tan boots. Plain white 

socks may be worn under the sage green socks as long as the white socks are not visible.  

6.4.1.3. Socks (white/black). White or black socks are worn with athletic shoes and may have small 

logos.  

6.4.1.4. Low Quarters. Low-quarters are worn with the formal dress, mess dress, semiformal, service 

dress and service uniforms (black combat boots and dress boots are also an option with the service 

dress and service uniform). Shoes will be low quarter, oxfordstyle, lace-up with a plain rounded toe or a 

plain rounded-capped toe. Soles will not exceed 1/2 inch in thickness and the heel will not exceed 1 inch 

in height (measured from the inside front of the heel). Shoes will be smooth or scotch-grained leather or 

manmade material. Shoes will be shined; high gloss or patent finish is optional.  

6.4.1.5. Dress Boot. Can be worn with the service dress and service uniforms. If worn, the dress boot 

sole will be black plain rounded toe or rounded capped toe. A zipper or elastic inserts may be worn; 

however, if worn they will be without design. The sole will not exceed ½ inch in thickness and heel will 

not exceed 1-inch in height (measured from the inside front of the heel). High-gloss or patent finish is 

optional.  

6.4.1.6. Boots. Black combat boots will be without design and can be worn with the service dress 

uniform. Pants will not be bloused (Exception: Pararescue, Combat Rescue Officers, Survival, Evasion, 

Resistance, and Escape, Combat Control Personnel, Special Tactics Officers, Air-Weather Service 

Parachutists, Air Liaison Officers, and Tactical Air Command and Control Specialist).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6.4.2. Footwear (Females). Footwear is required when wearing all uniforms. Athletic shoes will be worn 

with the physical training uniform (see para 7.1.5.) or, if medically necessary, as determined by a military 

treatment facility and approved by the commander.  

6.4.2.1. Hosiery. Hosiery will be worn with the formal dress, mess dress, semi-formal dress, and service 

dress uniform (skirt). Hosiery will be plain commercial, sheer, nylon in neutral, dark brown, black or off-

black, or dark blue shades that complement the uniform and the Airman’s skin tone. Patterned hosiery 

is not authorized to be worn with any uniform. Hosiery must be worn with the skirt and are optional 

with slacks; however, if not wearing hosiery with slacks, plain (not patterned) black socks must be worn.  

6.4.2.2. Socks (black). Socks will be plain without design, clean, and serviceable. Black socks will be worn 

with low quarters, dress boots and black jungle/combat boots. Plain white socks may be worn under the 

black socks as long as the white socks are not visible.  

6.4.2.3. Socks (sage green). Sage green socks will be worn with the sage green boots. Plain white socks 

may be worn under the sage green socks as long as the white socks are not visible.  

6.4.2.4. Socks (white/black). White or black socks are worn with athletic shoes and may have small 

logos.  

6.4.2.5. Low Quarters. Can be worn (optional) with the service dress and services uniforms (authorized 

with all maternity uniforms). Commercially designed low quarters will be black oxford, lace-up style, 

with a plain rounded toe or a plain rounded capped toe. The sole will not exceed ½ inch in thickness and 

the heel will not exceed 1 inch in height (measured from the inside front of the heel); however, the sole 

may have a low wedge heel. They will be plain, clean and serviceable, and without ornamentation such 

as buckles, bows or straps. The material will be smooth, scotch-grained leather or a manmade material. 

They may be high-gloss or patent finish.  

6.4.2.6. Dress Boots. Can be worn (optional) with the service dress and services uniforms (authorized 

with all blue maternity uniforms). Wear boots with skirt or slacks; however, if worn with skirt, remove 

boots and wear pumps, slip-on shoes, or low quarters while in the work place. Heels will be of a height 

suitable to the individual but no higher than 2 ½ inches (measured from the inside sole of the boot to 

the end of the heel lift). The tip of the heel can’t be less than ½ inch in diameter or larger than the body 

of the boot. Faddish styles will not be worn (e.g. extreme toes, pointed or squared, or extreme heel 

shapes). They will be plain, clean and serviceable, and without ornamentation such as buckles, bows or 

straps. The material will be smooth, scotch-grained leather or a manmade material. They may be high-

gloss or patent finish.  

6.4.2.7. Pumps. Will be worn with the formal dress, mess dress, and semi-formal uniforms (authorized 

with all blue maternity uniforms). Optional with the service dress and service uniforms. Black pumps will 

be low cut and rounded throat (the top opening) with a raised heel no higher than 2-1/2 inches 

(measured from the inside sole of the shoe to the end of the heel lift). The tip of the heel can not be less 

than ½ inch in diameter or larger than the body of the shoe. Faddish styles will not be worn (e.g. 

extreme toes, pointed or squared, or extreme heel shapes). They will be plain, clean and serviceable, 

and without ornamentation such as buckles, bows or straps. The material will be smooth, scotch-grained 

leather or a manmade material. They may be high-gloss or patent finish.  



6.4.2.8. Slip-on Shoes. Can be worn (optional) with the service dress and services uniforms (authorized 

with all blue maternity uniforms). Commercially designed step-in shoe where the top of the shoe goes 

over the top of the foot (not mule-types without backs) with rounded toe or plain rounded capped toe. 

Faddish styles will not be worn (e.g. extreme toes, pointed or squared, or extreme heel shapes). They 

will be plain, clean and serviceable, and without ornamentation such as buckles, bows or straps. The 

material will be smooth, scotch-grained leather or a manmade material. They may be high-gloss or 

patent finish.  

6.4.2.9. Boots. Black combat boots will be without design and can only be worn with the service dress 

uniform while wearing slacks. Slacks will not be bloused (Exception: if females are assigned as Survival, 

Evasion, Resistance, and Escape, Special Tactics Officers, Air-Weather Service Parachutists, Air Liaison 

Officers, and Tactical Air Command and Control Specialist).  

6.4.3. Footwear (males/females) Combat boots. Will be worn with the Airman battle uniform, or the 

flight duty uniform. (Exception: Athletic shoes may be worn if medically necessary, as determined by 

competent medical authorities at a civilian or military treatment facility and approved by the 

commander.) The black combat boot can be worn (optional) with the service dress and services 

uniforms when not wearing a skirt, maternity service dress and/or maternity jumper. Laces will either be 

tied and tucked in the boot or tied and wrapped around the boot. No ―bowtie boot laces. Logos will be 

the same color as the boot. Note: The phase out date for the black combat boot with the FDU was 1 

November 2011 (ref attachment 6).  

6.4.3.1. Boots (black). Can be worn with the service dress and service uniforms when not wearing a 

skirt. Black boots are not authorized with the Airman Battle Uniform.  

6.4.3.2. Sage Green Boots. Will be worn with the Airman battle uniform, the battle dress uniform or the 

flight duty uniform. Boots will be sage green, lace up with plain rounded toe or rounded capped toe with 

or without a perforated seam. A zipper or elastic inserts may be worn; however, if worn, they will be 

without design. Green boots can be either with or without a safety toe. Exception: If approved by 

MAJCOM commanders, black leather boots may be temporarily authorized with ABUs in industrial work 

environments or in work center where industrial products or processes cause irreparable staining to the 

sage green suede or tan suede boot. This exception is not specifically restricted to flightline activities 

and is in effect until a stain-resistant green boot becomes available. 


