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Amanda Cavin Earns Award for Teaching Excellence from President Obama 
Unity Grove Elementary teacher one of only four in Georgia to receive recognition 

 
HENRY COUNTY, GA – Unity Grove Elementary Assistant Principal and former teacher 
Amanda Cavin has been honored by President Obama for her excellence in teaching according 
to an announcement from the White House. 
 
Cavin was awarded the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching by the president in partnership with the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the 
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy.   
 
According to the release, this award recognizes some of the top K-12 science and mathematics 
teachers from across the United States.  The recipients are selected by a distinguished panel of 
mathematicians, scientists, and educators. She is one of only four in the state of Georgia and 
one of 213 nationwide to receive this honor. 
 
For this recognition, Cavin will receive $10,000 from the National Science Foundation to be 
used at her discretion and she will get to travel to Washington, D.C., for several recognition 
events and to meet with members of the White House Administration. 
 
President Obama shared his praise of the award recipients with a statement highlighting their 
importance to our country’s future. 
 
"The recipients of this award are integral to ensuring our students are equipped with critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills that are vital to our Nation’s success,” President Obama 
said. “As the United States continues to lead the way in the innovation that is shaping our future, 
these excellent teachers are preparing students from all corners of the country with the science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics skills that help keep us on the cutting-edge.” 
 
The official steps to earning this award started in 2014, but Cavin has been honing her craft for 
the past 14 years, teaching preschool students with special needs as well as first, third, and fifth 
grades.  Her latest move in the education ranks finds her as an administrator, but it is a position 
she feels she will be able to “pay it forward” the lessons she learned as a teacher and the 
opportunities afforded her during her tenure in the classroom. 
 
Even in the brief time Cavin has been in education she has seen things change and evolve by 
way of the methods used to engage and excite students about learning things like math – a 
subject Cavin admits was not her favorite. 
 
“Believe it or not, I struggled as a student of mathematics,” recalls Cavin.  “I had terrible anxiety 
during class and I struggled to make sense of mathematics from elementary school to college.” 
(MORE) 
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After a talk with her mentor in college, it was then Cavin knew she had to pay closer attention to 
the one area in which she was least comfortable to ensure she became the highly effective 
teacher our students deserve.  The opportunity to work with a variety of mathematicians and 
other educators had a profound impact and boost to her confidence, and she soon found herself 
loving a subject she once dreaded. 
 
“The anxiety I used to experience in mathematics is something I never want any child to feel. My 
favorite part of teaching mathematics is watching students have ‘ah-ha’ moments.  There is no 
greater joy than observing students engaged in these practices and developing confidence in 
themselves as mathematicians who can solve real-world problems.” 
 
Technology has been a big part of the opportunity to get kids interested mathematics.  It has 
changed many traditional approaches to helping students understand concepts and 
applications. 
 
From long distance chats with similar aged students in other states, to seeing how other 
teachers were providing authentic lessons utilizing technology, Cavin’s students have taken 
advantage of the many doors digital and virtual learning can open for their growth and 
development.  Utilizing such an instructional approach meant a shift in her role in the classroom. 
 
Cavin noted, “My role as a teacher shifted from the person with all of the information to a 
facilitator of learning through meaningful and engaging experiences.” 
 
Her family and school community have been a major support throughout her career, and she 
said she is honored to represent them all.   
 
“The recognition would not have been possible without the tremendous support of my husband 
throughout the years; colleagues who challenged my thinking with their ideas; an administrator 
who has always given us the freedom to take risks and has removed any barriers she can to 
promote innovation in the classroom; and students who came to school hungry to learn each 
day.” 
 
Cavin will also be honored by Superintendent Rodney Bowler and the Board of Education at an 
upcoming school board meeting. 
 
For more information on Henry County Schools, visit www.henry.k12.ga.us.  
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