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Message from the Principal... 

“Unity Makes Us Great!” 

Unity Grove Elementary 
School 
1180 Leguin Mill Rd. 
Locust Grove, GA 
30248 

Phone: (770) 898-8886 
Fax: (770) 898-8834 

 

 

Anne Wilson 
Principal 

Dr. Bob Bomar 
Assistant Principal 

As our testing season begins, I wish to reassure you that the exemplary teachers at 
Unity Grove Elementary have prepared your children for success! I am always 
encouraged, amazed and proud when visiting classrooms to see students excited about 
learning and teachers who are dedicated, professional, creative and knowledgeable of 
curriculum and pedagogy striving to do their best. Have faith in your children. Trust in 
your child’s ability as well as in the teachers who facilitate student learning at our 
school. I have confidence in our students, teachers and parents. Provide 
encouragement, a good breakfast each morning and plenty of sleep time the night 
before. All will be well! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Anne Wilson 

Principal 

CLICK HERE to visit a practice test site for the Georgia Milestones  
Assessment or go to http://experience-ga.ctb.com/. 

http://www.liveoncenter.com/
http://experience-ga.ctb.com/
http://experience-ga.ctb.com/


 

 Page 2 March 2015 Unity Grove Elementary School Newsletter 

Upcoming Dates 

Here are some important upcoming dates: 

March 

24 – Report Cards 

April 

4-10 – SPRING BREAK 

14 – 29 – GA Milestones Assessment (3rd – 5th grade) 

15 – School Council 

17 – Volunteer Breakfast 

Kindergarten News 

Things are really beginning to “rock” this March in kindergarten. The students are 
involved in a month long project based unit on rocks, soil, plants and animals. They are 
investigating with their five senses and collecting information for cumulating posters to 
present at the end of the unit. As part of this unit the kindergarten students will be 
visiting Rock Ranch in Barnesville to further investigate plants and animals. Parents 
need to be on the lookout for information about this trip. 

Kindergarten’s annual Humpty Dumpty Day is approaching fast. It is on April 2nd. On 
this day kindergarten students are asked to package a raw egg in a way to defy gravity 
and not break when dropped from a tall ladder. Be thinking of ways to help guide your 
egg to the ground safely. Be creative! 

Kindergarten classes will be holding Easter Egg Hunts on April 3rd. Teachers will be 
sending home information on this. Kindergarten parents are encouraged to send in eggs 
filled with treats to help with the hunts.  

https://webmobilefusion.leadpages.net/local-seo/
https://www.facebook.com/HealthHutMcdonough?rf=343447635766103
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First Grade News 

We are developing some very good readers in first grade!  Please keep reading each 
night with your child and discussing what is read to help build comprehension skills.  
First grade students should also continue to work on sight words each day.  When they 
know their sight words, they become more fluent and confident readers!  Please 
continue to help your child practice counting objects up to 120 and writing the number 
to represent the amount.  Numbers greater than 100 are still a challenge!  Our project 
based learning unit will begin in April.  We will practice doing research as we learn 
about animals from each of the continents. 

Second Grade News 

We are “Marching” into Spring! This means we will be spending more time preparing 
your child for third grade.  We are working towards expanding our responsibility skills 
as well as academic.  We are currently studying energy and motion through Project 
Based Learning.  We are exploring where energy comes from and ways to use it at 
Unity Grove Elementary!  Our math studies are focusing on identifying, drawing, and 
recognizing shapes.  This will soon lead into working with fractions and arrays.  In 
writing we are learning how to form an opinion and persuade others to see our point of 
view. 

Reminders:  All field trip forms and money for Fernbank Science Museum are due 
April 3rd.   

Third Grade News 

Third grade students are really getting excited about our Mini-Society Unit over 
Economics. As a part of Mini-Society, we are creating our own state, country, 
businesses, currency, and applying for jobs. Soon we will be working to produce goods 
to sell in our own businesses at our Market Day celebration.  Market Day is scheduled 
for May. We will need your help providing an assortment of craft supplies you may 
have around the house to help stock our community store. We are reviewing math, 
language arts, science, and social studies content areas as we begin to prepare for the 
Georgia Milestones testing in April.  You can help by ensuring your child is doing his 
or her nightly homework and returning it to class. Students are also able to take 
practice tests on the Georgia OAS website. There is a link provided on the school 
website. This is beneficial for all students.  It prepares students for the types of 
questions they will encounter on the tests. Encourage your child to continue reading 
nightly and to work towards achieving their AR goals!  Also, please practice 
multiplication facts nightly until they know them fluently. 

http://www.gymtech4kids.com/


 

 Page 4 March 2015 Unity Grove Elementary School Newsletter 

Fourth Grade 

NO WINTER BLAHS IN FOURTH GRADE… things have been very busy and 
exciting for students despite the gray skies.   

As you read this, daffodils are beginning to peek up and the fruit trees are starting to 
bloom their covers of pink, white, and red.  However, students are hoping for a bit of 
spring weather as they prepare final arrangements for the Rock Eagle trip. Students and 
chaperones will spend two entire days outside hiking, exploring, and discovering. 

To extend the light and sound unit in Science, students invited community visitors to 
share some behind the scenes knowledge.  Officers from Locust Grove demonstrated 
their use of lasers and radars while Dr. Seth Murphy shared an “enlightening” 
presentation of lenses, lights, and models of the eye from his optometry practice.  

If you were able to attend the annual UGE Talent Show hosted by fourth grade, then 
you were dazzled and amazed by the talent. This year’s Talent Show was the largest 
ever- showcasing over 40 fourth and fifth graders. The amazing performances spanned 
the decades from some 50’s Elvis and 70’s Elvira to the newest hits in pop and 
Christian rock. We also had our first mimes, drums, and the most unusual crowd 
favorites- the percussion pen tappers! We’re already looking forward to next year’s 
performance! 

Fifth Grade 

The 3rd nine weeks at Unity Grove has been fun and educational for 5th grade with 
many technology based, and hands on projects. The fifth grade has been working on 
several PBL projects. One of the projects centers on the Civil Rights struggle of the 60s 
and 70s. Another PBL project called Project Wild has the students becoming active 
participants in the cataloging and preservation of the schools green spaces. The 
students participated in a day long Bio Blitz led by Mr. Berkley Boone from the 
Charlie Elliot Wildlife center. The end product of this project will be a printed field 
guide that contains the plants and animals that are native to Unity Grove. This field 
guide will be available in a paper and in E-book format for parents and students.  

The students have been studying fractions, and geometry in math. In science the 
students are working on electricity and landforms. The students have covered many 
different skills in Language Arts including, comparing text structures, analyzing 
accounts of the same topic, and summarizing literary text.  

Monty L. Hartfield Ed.S  

http://www.firstamericantitlelending.com/
http://www.ramtechpcs.com/
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Congratulations 
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MARCH 24-31, 2015 
Coins for CaNINES 
UGE Helpers Club Project 

Canine Assistants is a non-profit organization that trains and places service 
dogs with children and adults that have disabilities. It was founded in 1991 by 
Jennifer Arnold. They train between 75-100 dogs each year. Service dogs help 
in many ways and provide comfort and companionship to the people they help.  
The Unity Grove Helpers Club will be collecting donations in the mornings of 
March 16-20 in the front entry. Each person who donates will get a special 
sticker and a paw print on our pledge wall.  All donations will go directly to 
Canine Assistants. To learn more about this wonderful organization, please go 
to www.canineassistants.org. or call at (800) 771-7221 | (770) 664-7178. 

 

Service Dogs 

Canine Assistants service dogs  

assist children and adults with  

physical disabilities or other special 

needs in a variety of ways. Some of 

the tasks CA dogs perform include 

turning lights on and off, opening 

and closing doors, pulling  

wheelchairs, retrieving dropped  

objects, summoning help, and 

providing secure companionship.. 

The majority of Canine Assistant 

service dogs are retrievers, including 

both goldens and labradors. 
  
Seizure Response Dogs 

 Following general training, seizure 

response dogs are trained to  

perform one of the following  

behaviors, depending on the  

recipient's need: remain next to the 

person during the course of a  

seizure, summon help in a controlled 

environment, or retrieve a phone 

prior to the seizure when indicated 

by the recipient. Certain dogs may 

even develop the ability to predict 

and react in advance to an  

oncoming seizure once they are 

placed with their recipient. 
  
Companion Dogs 

Serve to assist children and adults 

with physical disabilities or other 

special needs. Companion dogs 

work primarily in a recipient's home, 

assisting with tasks around the 

house and more importantly,  

contributing to the emotional well 

being of the person. 
  

  

 

Coins for Canines 

http://www.canineassistants.org
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Building Blocks of Communication 

Parents often want to have good relationships with their children, but sometimes it can 
be difficult to know where to begin. Life is busy and it is difficult to even find the time 
to think about improving your relationship with your children. What does a parent do? 
One of the biggest keys to a good relationship is spending time with your children. 
Sharing in fun brings people closer together. It is important, even in the busy world we 
live in, to set time aside for your children. Start today and make family night a regular 
occasion in your house. When kids are young there is nothing better than spending time 
with you, their parents. Here are a few ideas on how to fit quality time in with your kids. 

 • Homemade Pizza Night: This is fun for kids, parents can roll out the crust and each 
person in the family can put the toppings of his/her choice on a personal size pizza. 

 • Game Night: Take one night a week or one night a month and make it game night. 
Kids love to play games and they learn sportsmanship at the same time. 

 • Movie Night: Take one night a month and make it family movie night. Let a different 
person select the movie each night, pop some popcorn and hang out in the living room 
together. 

 • Family Fun Bag: Sit down and make a list of all the fun things you want to do 
together. Write each one on a sheet of paper and place them in a bag. Draw one slip out 
each week or month and do what is on the slip on family fun night/day. 

Counselor Corner Newsletter (2015), Building Blocks of Communication, http://
wvde.state.wv.us/counselors/Counselorhandbook/documents/Samplenewsletter.pdf. 

 

 
Roofing  Residential  Commercial   

770-872-4696     www.excel-build.com 
 

155 Westridge Pkwy Suite 223;  
McDonough, GA 30253 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/counselors/Counselorhandbook/documents/Samplenewsletter.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/counselors/Counselorhandbook/documents/Samplenewsletter.pdf
http://www.excel-build.com/
http://www.excel-build.com
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5th Graders Transitioning to Middle School... 


