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As you may be aware, the latest College and Career Ready Performance Index 
(CCRPI) report has been posted for public review by the Georgia Department of 
Education (GaDOE).  This school performance measure is the third such score 
produced for all schools in the State of Georgia and was originally implemented to 
replace the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) reports from No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB).  The results of the revamped report encompass student achievement, student 
growth, programmatic evaluation, and student achievement variances between groups 
of students.  

The recently released scores reflect school performance for the 2013-14 school year 
only.  It is important to keep in mind that the bar was raised for all schools across the 
state this year and many schools saw scores reflecting this action. Much work 
surrounding strengths and addressing areas of need has already taken place with 
regards to our own performance measures derived from the 2013-14 school year. 

With our current score of 75.7, an explanation of what that means is important.  For 
quick review, in past years our accountability rested with either a “Made AYP” or 
“Did Not Make AYP” indication.  A numeric score allows us the opportunity to further 
explore and address areas for improvement while also capitalizing on areas where we 
are currently performing at high levels.  Making or not making AYP never gave us the 
opportunity to fully share how and what we were doing to help our students learn, 
grow, and achieve at high levels. 

While the scores (out of 100 possible points) are meant to be easy to understand, it is 
important to note what contributes to the composite scores.  It is also very important to 
look more at the scores used to derive a composite score as those can paint a more in-
depth picture of our school’s work. 

A school’s score is made up of three major areas: Achievement (60 points possible), 

Progress (25 points possible) and Achievement Gap (15 points possible).  In 

Continued... 

http://www.liveoncenter.com/
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Message from the Principal, continued... 

addition to the three major areas, some schools receive “Challenge Points” to add to 
their score (up to 10 points). These are possible if a school has a significant number of 
Economically Disadvantaged students, English Language Learner students, and 
Students with Disabilities meeting expectations.  Schools can also receive points for 
going beyond the targets of the CCRPI by challenging students to exceed expectations 
and participate in college and career readiness programs. 

Our school score of 75.7 is derived as follows: 

Achievement Points – 49.5    Progress Points – 15.2   Achievement Gap Points – 6   
Challenge Points - 5 

The diligent work of our students, teachers and staff will continue, and our scores will 
help us further identify areas of strength and need as we develop our school 
improvement plan.  Please visit our website for more details about the CCRPI Report 
and steps we are taking to improve our school performance. 

Thank you for your continued support of our school. 

Anne Wilson 

Principal 

Upcoming Dates 

Here are some important upcoming dates: 

Daddy/Daughter Dance – January 30th  

Book Fair - February 5th - 13th 

Progress Reports - February 9th 

Family Reading Night - February 12th  

http://www.excel-build.com/
https://webmobilefusion.leadpages.net/local-seo/
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Kindergarten News 

Happy New Year from Kindergarten! We hope everyone had a 
wonderful Winter Break. After the break, we learned about winter and 
winter animals, and we are now going into a unit on America. We will 
learn about our country’s symbols, famous presidents and American 
holidays. We will be practicing our street address, city, county, state, 
country, and continent during this unit. Please continue to practice these 
with your child until he/she can say them all. 

The kindergarten teachers would like to remind parents that the students should have a 
coat every day at school. We go out to recess on “chilly” days and a coat is needed. We 
want all our students to be comfortable playing on the playground.  

We now have a date for our End of the Year Program. It will be on May 28th at 
Bethany Baptist Church on Highway 81. You will be getting more information on this 
later in the year. We wanted to let you know in advance so you can save the date. We 
hope all our kindergarten students will participate. It is always a great show. 

First Grade News 

We are really starting to see academic growth in our students! This is 
an exciting time of the year as first graders really start to become good 
readers! We are looking forward to celebrating the 100th day of 
school and we will attend a play at the Performing Arts Center.  You 
will be surprised how quickly the rest of this year will move. Please 
remind your child of the importance of paying attention during class. 
Please keep them focused on practicing sight words and practicing 
reading each day. 

Second Grade News 

With the freezing temperatures outside, we are staying warm in second grade while 
writing and learning about changes that come with winter.  As we begin the second 
semester of second grade, students will begin preparing for 3rd grade.  They will be 
working on being more responsible with school work, becoming more independent 
thinkers and learners, as well as using problem solving strategies with peers.   

We will begin our Social Studies unit on civil rights with a focus on Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Jackie Robinson.  Students will use 
informational text to compare the lives of these historic figures to their 
lives today.  In reading, we will begin our fairy tale/folktale unit.  Students 
will learn the elements of these types of stories and read different versions 
of well-know fairy tales.  With this unit, we will attend a play at the Henry 
County Performing Arts Center on January 27.  In math, we will focus on using money 
to add and subtract to 1,000.  Please have your child practice identifying and counting 
coins and bills.  Also, we encourage all students to play First in Math at home.  This 
program allows students to practice skills that need reinforcement, in order to reach 
mastery of second grade math concepts, including counting money. 
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Second Grade, continued... 

Reading Math Social Studies 

Fairy Tales: Compare and 

Contrast 

Monday: Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears 

Tuesday: The Three Little Pigs 

Wednesday: The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff 

Thursday: ________________ 

Friday: Fractured Fairy Tales 

  
“If you want your children to be  
intelligent, read them fairy tales. If you 
want them to be more intelligent, 
read them more fairy tales.” 
― Albert Einstein 

Writing: Informational 

Grammar: Past Tense Verbs 

This week we will be 

introducing and  

working on the skill of 

telling time.  We will 

begin with a review of 

minutes, hour, and  

minute hand. 

Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 

Civil Rights Leader 

  

 

  

  

  

Upcoming Field Trip: January 27th 

Cost: $2.00. Please sign and return 
your child’s permission slip (purple 
sheet). 

Please read the flier about Jump Rope 
for Heart if you would like for your 
child to participate. 

No School next Monday as Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s birthday will be  
observed on January 19th. 

burrow 

although 

follow 

window 

rainbow 

sparrow 

yellow 

swallow 

marshmallow 

dough 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9810.Albert_Einstein
javascript: void(0)
http://www.nationwide.com/james-chapman
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Third Grade 

Third Graders had a great time going to Atlanta to visit our State Capitol building. It 
was a fun way to make the real world connection for our students as they learn about 
our state government. Students are now learning about historical figures such as 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Franklin D. Roosevelt and their contributions to society. 
Students are working hard on writing as they continue to respond to text questions 
using evidence based answers and complete sentences. They continue to work on 
correct capitalization, organization, punctuation, and spelling within their writing, 
which we refer to as “COPS”. In math, students are enjoying learning about geometry 
and making connections to real world objects they see in everyday life. However, it’s 
so important to continue having them memorize their multiplication facts for mastery. 
First in Math is an excellent resource to use where they can practice this on the 
computer at home. Thank you for supporting and encouraging them to read books at 
home and take AR tests at school to meet their new AR goals! 

Fourth Grade 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU! 

Fourth grade is excited to welcome 2015 and look ahead at what’s to 
come.  Tensions are rising as we study the causes and events of the 
Revolutionary War.  The fraction frenzy continues in math, and we 
never stop working to improve our writing skills.  Be on the lookout for 
information for the Six Flags 600 minute Read to Succeed program. 

Be sure to pull into a parking spot in front of UGE and admire the new school flag 
flying high.  It was designed by our very own students in Mrs. Pringle’s class for a 
school pride project.  Go Unity Grove Panthers! 

A friendly reminder to all students and chaperones going to Rock Eagle on March 19-
20: the next payment is $20.00 due by January 30th.   Mark your calendars for the 
information meeting that will be held on Thursday, February 26 just before the UGE 
Talent Show which is hosted by Fourth Grade.  

http://www.firstamericantitlelending.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HealthHutMcdonough?rf=343447635766103
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Fifth Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GARDENING IN THE GROVE 

During the month of December, the garden club participated in a meeting where 
everyone brought their favorite snacks to share. The students had a great time.  

Currently, the students are beginning to think and plan for gardening in the spring. In 
addition, the group will be taking a field trip to Wilson Brother's Nursery very soon.  

Mrs. Hartfield 

Congratulations to Mrs. Melanie Hartfield, special education teacher.  Mrs. Hartfield 
was recently selected as one of five statewide winners in the Governor’s Office of 
Student Achievement’s Innovation in Teaching Competition!  Mrs. Hartfield will 
receive a stipend, our school will receive a $5,000 stipend, and Georgia Public 
Broadcasting will come film Mrs. Hartfield teaching the unit she submitted.  The video 
will be made public for teachers and others to use to improve their teaching practices.   

Mrs. Hartfield is our second recipient of this prestigious award.  Mrs. Amanda Cavin, 
5th grade teacher, also received this award in 2013.  We are very proud of our talented 
and dedicated faculty and staff!  

The link to Governor Deal’s press release can be accessed below: 
http://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2015-01-06/deal-names-fifth-round-innovation-
teaching-winners 

http://www.lgkarate.com/
http://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2015-01-06/deal-names-fifth-round-innovation-teaching-winners
http://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2015-01-06/deal-names-fifth-round-innovation-teaching-winners


 

 Page 7 January 2015 Unity Grove Elementary School Newsletter 

2015 UGE Choir 

Congratulations to the following students who were selected for our 2015 UGE Choir: 

Lauren Arant 

Erika Andrade 

Emily Crites 

Julia Crites 

Bailey Collins 

Delaney Corley 

Allison Cook 

Tianna Davis 

Luci De Busschere 

Nicole Ellis 

Natalie Ellis 

Jennifer Ewell 

Emma Gowen 

Jadyn Flowers-Hendy 

Danielle Furlong 

Sara Beth Harbin 

Kylie Harrison 

Jordan Henry 

Lydia Hutter 

Grace Ivey 

Konner Jobson-Myrie 

Casey Jones 

Allison Jones 

Bailee Keck 

Clarissa Knox 

Jaxon Koppe 

Annika Koppe 

Miah Lanier 

Breanndon Lowery 

Madison Mangham 

Gracie Manning 

Ashlyn Matthews 

Vivian Mormann 

Victoria Morris 

Dahmirah Mosley-Hines 

Christiana O’Rork 

Eli Parker 

Madison Phillips 

Jordan Rice 

Aaliyah Sheriff-Hollis 

Shelby Sudduth 

Anna Taylor 

Charlee Turner 

Ayzsa Wooten 

Summer Yates 

 

Our school is proud to partner with the American Heart 
Association to help kids with special hearts!  Mark your 
family calendars NOW for our upcoming Jump Rope 
For Heart activities taking place during:  
 

January and February in PE– Money 
should be turned in by Feb. 27, 2015 

You can help the American Heart Association by helping your child 
make a web page.  

It’s safe, effective and saves YOU time by raising life-saving donations 
online. 

Visit www.heart.org/jump and click on Register Now to get 
started today. 

The American Heart Association's Mission: To build healthier lives, free of cardiovas-
cular diseases and stroke. 

http://www.heart.org/jump
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Counselor’s Corner 

Students in first, third and fifth grade will be participating in a very important program 
safety program this month called “Speak Up Be Safe”.  This child abuse prevention 
program, led by the counselors, will teach your child how to communicate about this 
very serious issue. This is a county mandated safety program for all students in Henry 
County.  

Speak Up Be Safe™ is based on the following 5 safety rules: 
1. It’s MY body! 
2. Ask an adult if I am safe. 
3. I have choices. 
4. Tell someone. 
5. It’s NEVER my fault. 
 
Parents were sent home a notice allowing parents to “opt out” of participating in the 
program.  If we do not receive a written request to opt out, then we will assume that 
your child has permission to be a part of it. If you have questions about the program, 
please contact the school counselors. Please visit: www.childhelp.org/SpeakUpBeSafe 
or call 1-800-4-A-Child for more information about the program or to get help if a child 
tells you about abuse. Thank you for helping to build a strong safety net for our 
children! 

Top 5 Things to Know about Child Abuse 

1. There are four main types of child abuse – physical, emotional, sexual, and neglect. 

2. 90% of child sexual abuse victims know the person who has abused them; 68% are 
abused by family members. 

3. Child abuse can happen to children of any race, income, culture, and religion. Child 
abuse happens to boys and girls of all ages. 

4. Child abuse hurts children in many ways. 

a. TODAY – children who are abused can have a hard time succeeding in 
school and with their friends and are at higher risk of being abused again. 

b. TOMORROW - when abused children grow up, they are at higher risk for 
drug and alcohol abuse, risky sexual behavior, unhealthy relationships, and 
mental health problems. 

5. It can be hard to detect abuse just by looking at a child or observing his or her 
behavior.  Some children will not show any signs of abuse. Signs of abuse are not 
always visible on a child’s body. 

Many cases of child abuse are never reported. Adults can help to change this 
fact and prevent abuse! 
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Five Things You Can Do to Keep Children Safe 

1. Talk to your child! Let your child know that: 
 You want him or her to talk to you. 
 You will listen and believe what your child tells you. 
 To get the conversation started, ask your child what he or she has learned 

in Speak Up Be Safe™. 
 

2. Pay attention and ask questions! Adults have a right to ask about what is going on 
with their child when they are with other people. Learn more about who is around and 
what is going on when your child is at friends’ houses, at a club or afterschool 
program, or with any other adult. If something doesn’t  seem right, trust yourself and 
investigate! 

3. Follow up! If your child tells you something that concerns you, or if his or her 
behavior changes, ask questions to learn more. Your questions will show that you care 
and will help your child talk to you in the future. 

4. If your child tells you about abuse that has happened to him or her or another child, 
be ready to praise the child for telling. Taking action right away is very important. If 
you are not sure if abuse has happened, call a professional whose job it is to figure this 
out. It is better to get help than to wait until something happens again. 

5. Build your own safety network! Talk to teachers, other parents, and people in your 
community about how you can support each other and work to make sure that all 
children are safe. 

Kindergarten and Second Grade Classes are learning about safety.  We are using 
curriculum written by John Walsh. The link to this program in www.thesafeside.com.   

The program teaches the students about three types of grown-ups: 

 1. Don’t Knows 

 2. Kinda Knows and… 

 3. Safe Side Adults or people we know.  

We use the terms “Don’t Know” and “Kinda Know” because their meaning is more 
precise and understandable than the word “Stranger.”  Safe Side Adults are a child’s 
most-trusted grown-ups, and need to be designated by the child’s parents or guardians.  
The safety rules are called Hot Tips.  “Tips” are used rather than “rules” because we 
want kids to take ownership of the concepts and apply the knowledge to everyday 
situations, like walking to school, playing at the park, or opening the door at home.  

The seven Hot Tips are: 

• Keep your Safe Side Adult close. If you can see them, they can see you. 

• Never open the door without your Safe Side Adult. 

• STOP AND THINK! Don’t fall for tricks. 

• Never talk to Don’t Knows unless your Safe Side Adult is with you. 

• Don’t let anyone inside your Safe Side Circle. Run from danger! 

• Know your three Safe Side Adults. 

• Never go anywhere, with anyone, unless you ask your Safe Sid 

Counselor’s Corner, continued... 

http://www.thesafeside.com
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Now is a great time to take advantage of our online payment plan.  
Three easy payments when you purchase online. 

 
Just $33 when you order by 2/8/2015. 

Offer valid for purchases of $30 or more. 

       ORDER NOW          

Gifted Screening Nominations Being Taken 

Dear Parents, 

We are currently seeking candidates for possible gifted education testing. We will begin 
testing in February and wrap up in March (hopefully!). 

If you feel your child may be gifted, we encourage you to review the “What Does a 
Gifted Student Look Like?” chart on Mrs. Lawrence’s webpage (see link below). If you 
feel your child meets the criteria, you may complete the online referral link on that 
same webpage to refer your child for testing. We encourage you to discuss this with 
your child’s teacher to help you make this decision. 

Once your child has been nominated, the School Eligibility Team will review your 
child’s current data provided by his/her teacher and decide whether the data supports 
testing. Once the determination is made, you will be notified.  If the committee feels 
testing is appropriate, you will receive paperwork to complete so that testing can move 
forward. 

Please feel free to contact us with any questions.  

Sincerely, 

L. Fitz 
L.A. Lawrence 
Gifted Collaborative Teachers 

“What Does a Gifted Student Look Like?” chart: http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/
Page/3193).   

http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe231075756c0674751d77&ls=fdc51574776d0d7f751d727560&m=ff5f11727c&l=fe631576756c057b7512&s=fe261d757663067c701578&jb=ff2417777d6d&t=
http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/3193
http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/3193
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http://www.getsetgrow.com/
http://www.sandiegomexrest.com/
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http://www.gymtech4kids.com/
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Georgia Milestones Testing Dates 
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