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Homework Calendar Resources 
August  

First Grade 

Reading: 

This month, your first grader will begin to explore parts of a 

story, answer and create questions to help understand a story, 

and research using text features.  It is important to practice 

sight words daily in conjunction with the comprehension ac-

tivities on the homework calendar.  Reading with your child 

daily is also an important part of facilitating good reading 

practices.  When reading aloud with your child, model using 

voices with characters and sounding out words.  When your 

child is reading aloud to you prompt them to look at the pic-

tures and sound out words to figure out unknown words. 

 

Great web site resource for sight word practice: 
www.mrcpl.org/literacy/lessons/sight/index.html 

Writing: 

Writing is part of your child’s school day in every subject 

area.  In each homework task, you will find a way to help 

them practice sounding out words to write them and using 

sight words they know to help sentences make sense.  In 

first grade, you will find that a lot of words are spelt the way 

they sound.  This is called inventive spelling.  Try to encour-

age this type of writing and focus on the idea your child is 

writing about.  Ideas in writing convey their understanding 

of information, a story they read, or a free response question. 

 

 

Great web site resource for writing: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/english/storyplant.shtml 

Math: 

First graders are expected to know addition and subtraction 

facts to twenty with a reasonable amount of fluency.  This 

skill is important, but understanding how numbers work and 

what a number represents is more important.  Working with 

flash cards is ok, but working with the mathematical think-

ing is just as important..  This month, the homework tasks 

will require demonstrating the knowledge and use of num-

bers.  Each homework task will prompt an illustration of 

how to solve the task and an explanation of understanding.  

You will have an excellent opportunity to prompt the writing 

skills of complete sentences and inventive spelling. 

Science/ Social Studies: 

First Graders will begin this year exploring weather and sea-

sons in science.  They will make observations on how sea-

sons effect the weather and the location of where you live 

dictates the type of precipitation you may receive in winter. 

 

Social studies will begin with students exploring their con-

nections with classmates, family members, and themselves.  

They will discuss the cause and effect of rules.  A timeline 

for the class’s school year will be started. 

 

The tasks will be a great way to connect writing and reading 

skills with real-world events. 
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Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Read aloud a story with your child.  Ask 

them to explain and write about the parts 

of the story in a three column chart.  In 

the first column they should write about 

the beginning, in the second column the 

middle, and the third column the end.  

Read this prompt: Write about your first 

day of first grade.  Include things that 

happened, your favorite part of the day, 

and a friend that you made. 

Tally marks are a way of representing 

amounts of numbers.  Count the number 

of days in the month of August with your 

child.  Write the total number and tally 

marks that match the number.  Look for 

the groups of tally marks to be made in 

groups of five.  

Show your child how to find the weather 

on the internet or TV.  In their homework 

journal, have them record the weather 

daily with pictures that represent sunny, 

partly sunny, rainy, windy, and cloudy.  

Have them create a “key” to show the 

symbols they created to record the daily 

weather.  

Story elements are common in fiction 

stories.  They include identification of 

characters, setting, and plot (what hap-

pens in the story).  Read a story with your 

child and have them identify the story 

elements in their homework journal. 

Read this prompt: Pretend you are a pen-

cil.  Write about what you did today.  

Include details about how you feel and 

why. 

Count the number of  

members in your family 

including extended family with your 

child.  Write the total number and the 

tally marks that match the number.  Look 

for the groups of tally marks to be made 

in groups of five.  

Read the following information to your 

child: The students in your class voted on 

their favorite season. 5 voted for Sum-

mer, 3 for Winter, 6 for Fall and 2 for 

Spring.  Help your child create a graph 

with pictures that represents the infor-

mation.  This is a great math connection. 

The 5 W’s are a great way to ask ques-

tions about a book and check for under-

standing.  Read aloud a story with your 

child and ask the following questions: 

Who was the main character?, What did 

the character do?, When and where did 

the story take place?, Why did the story 

end the way it did? Record your answers. 

Write the following words on a piece of 

paper or index cards and have your child 

read them to you: and, have, I, said, was, 

and because.  After identifying the words, 

work with your child on writing complete 

sentences using the words. 

A ten frame is an organizational way of 

representing numbers.  Help your child 

draw numbers 1-5  in a ten 

frame.  You may have to draw 

The ten frame for them using 

The example to the right. 

Read the following prompts to your child 

and help them write a response: Why are 

rules important? What rule would you 

add for yourself at our house and why? 

This is a great time to help them incorpo-

rate the writing skills they have been 

working on. 

Read aloud a story with your child.  Help 

them develop 5W questions about the 

story.  The 5 W’s are who, what, when, 

where, and why.  Record and answer the 

questions in your homework journal. 

Read this prompt: You are the king/queen 

of numbers.  Draw a picture of your king-

dom and write about a holiday that hap-

pens in your kingdom. 

A ten frame is an organ- 

izational way of representing  

numbers.  Help  your child draw numbers 

6-10  in a ten frame.  You may have to 

draw the ten frame for them using 

the example to the right. 

Read the following prompt to your child 

and help them write a response: What is 

an example of a good student?  This is a 

great time to help them incorporate the 

writing skills they have been working on. 

Read aloud a story with your child.  Help 

them develop 5W questions about the 

story.  The 5 W’s are who, what, when, 

where, and why.  Record and answer the 

questions in your homework journal 

 

Write the following words on a piece of 

paper or index cards and have your child 

read them to you: them, we, see, what, 

and play.  After identifying the words, 

work with your child on writing complete 

sentences using the words.  If the sen-

tence is a question, check for a question 

mark. 

Using a set of two ten frames, have your 

child represent the numbers 11-15.  Ask 

them if they can match the number of 

tally marks that match each ten frame. 

Read the following prompts to your child 

and help them write a response: Why is 

school important?  How is school like 

your job?  This is a great time to help 

them incorporate the writing skills they 

have been working on. 


