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Dear Unity Grove Families, 
  
Welcome to November.  It is a wonderful time to give thanks for the many 
blessings in our lives.  I am certainly thankful for the many blessings in my life, 
including working with the amazing children, parents, teachers, and staff at 
Unity Grove Elementary School. 
 
Many great things are happening at UGE! Our Design Team recently presented 
the UGE framework for innovation and personalized learning to members of 
the district office for their feedback.  We received some great input and are 
utilizing the feedback to revise our presentation. In addition, on-going feedback 
from our teacher, student, and parent advisory teams is being solicited and used 
to help us refine our presentation.  Our final presentation will be on December 
2nd.  We hope to convey our compelling vision for personalized learning at 
UGE and receive additional funding to put our plan to give each student what 
they need into place. 
 
Our teachers are completing fall conferences during the month of November. 
Please make it a priority to attend these conferences. Parent and guardian 
involvement is key to student achievement!   
 
Other exciting events are also taking place in November. Some of these 
activities include a Family Movie Night at 6:00 on November 13th and our 
annual PTO Art Night on November 19th from 6:00-7:30 p.m. An open PTO 
meeting will be conducted in the cafeteria prior to the event at 5:45 p.m.  Please 
make plans now to attend these family events! 
 
I hope you and your family have a very happy Thanksgiving.   
 
Yours in education, 
 
Anne Wilson 
Principal 

Principal’s Corner 
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Dear Unity Grove Parents and Community members, 

As you are probably aware, the Georgia Department of Education introduced a new 
testing system last school year called the Georgia Milestones, which replaced the 
CRCT assessment that schools have administered since the spring of 2000.  There are 
two versions of the Milestones assessment, specifically the Georgia Milestones EOG 
(End of Grade), which is given in 3rd-8th grades and the Georgia Milestones EOC 
(End of Course), which is administered to students completing specific high school 
courses, namely 9th Grade Literature, American Literature, Biology, Physical Science, 
US History, and Economics. We anticipate the release of scores in late October by the 
state for students who took tests last spring.  Anytime change is introduced there comes 
with it some level of uncertainty and anxiety. 

State School Superintendent Richard Woods has indicated the new assessment is about 
“raising the bar’ to better prepare all Georgia students for the increasing demands of 
our complex global society”.  In a recent press release, Mr. Woods stated, “Our 
previous assessment…set some of the lowest expectations for student proficiency in the 
nation, and that cannot continue. Georgia Milestones sets higher standards for our 
students and evens the playing field with the rest of the nation – and that’s essential if 
our students are going to succeed in college and their chosen careers, both of which are 
nationally competitive arenas.” 

A significant change to Georgia Milestones is through reporting student learning along 
four levels of performance, compared to three as was the case for CRCT. These 
designations aim to shift the focus away from just test scores.  The new levels describe 
a continuum of learning for students. The four levels are described below. 

Beginning Learners do not yet demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and 
skills necessary at this grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s 
content standards.  The students need substantial academic support to be prepared for 
the next grade level or course and to be on track for college and career readiness. 

Developing Learners demonstrate partial proficiency in the knowledge and skills 
necessary at this grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s content 
standards.  The students need additional academic support to ensure success in the next 
grade level or course and to be on track for college and career readiness.  

Proficient Learners demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and skills necessary 
at this grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s content standards. The 
students are prepared for the next grade level or course and are on track for college and 
career readiness. 

Distinguished Learners demonstrate advanced proficiency in the knowledge and 
skills necessary at this grade level/course of learning, as specified in Georgia’s 
content standards. The students are well prepared for the next grade level or course and 
are well prepared for college and career readiness. 

The expected level of performance for all students is Proficient Learner.  Based on 
preliminary analysis by the state, they anticipate approximately 40% of learners to be at 
the Proficient level or higher.  We do not yet have any school or Henry County specific 
data but be assured that data will be shared with our community.  Students who took 
one of the Georgia Milestones assessments last spring will also receive an individual 
score report late October.  We will provide those to students when they become 
available. 

We anticipate a great deal of reporting in the media and commentary from politicians 
surrounding the release of the test scores.  However, regardless of what the numbers 
look like our teachers are professionals who work diligently each and every day to 
build relationships, prepare engaging lessons, and support students.  As I mentioned 
earlier, change can disorient us but I assure you the teachers, staff, and administrators 
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of Unity Grove Elementary School are committed to focusing our work on ensuring the 
academic success of each student.   

As new information is released we will make that available through our normal means 
of communication.   

Thank you for your support of your student and our school. 

 

Sincerely, 

Anne Wilson 
Principal 

Kindergarten 

Happy November from Kindergarten. We are starting a new Project Based Learning 
(PBL) project this month. We will be reading and researching to find out how 
Thanksgiving has changed from the first Thanksgiving long ago to Thanksgiving today. 
Part of this project will be an interview with parents about how each family celebrated 
the holiday. Be on the lookout for this interview paper when we return after 
Thanksgiving. Our Project Summary for this unit will a Kindergarten Celebration in the 
lunchroom to share what we have learned during our two and half week project. At the 
celebration we will enjoy some of the foods enjoyed at the first Thanksgiving and dress 
in costumes representing the first Thanksgiving. 

The kindergarten teachers would like to encourage all parents to continue doing 
homework with their kindergarten student each night and to initial it. This, along with 
practicing sight words and reading, is essential to your child’s progress in kindergarten.  

If your child’s contact information (home address, phone number and email address) 
changes throughout the year please contact your child’s teacher with the changes. It is 
so important for K teachers to be able to contact parents. 

First Grade 

First grade enjoyed our first field trip in October! We went to Southern Belle Farm. We 
learned about the life cycles of plants and animals on the farm. We got to pick our very 
own pumpkin!  First grade is working on our next project-based learning unit entitled 
“Weather Watchers”. Be on the lookout for weather tools and Junior 
Meteorologists!   If you have not yet conferenced with your child’s teacher, please 
contact her for a date and time. Thanks for all of your support in your child’s learning! 
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Second Grade 

Happy fall!  Second graders will turn our focus from the state of Georgia to what we 
see above us – the sun, moon, and stars.  We will explore the phases of the moon as 
well as how stars, especially the sun, affect us here in Georgia.  We encourage the kids 
to do a lot of star gazing at night which is great with the help of a free app called Night 
Sky that can be downloaded.  We also want our students to study the changes in the 
“shape” of the moon by recording it on a one month calendar.   

In math, we will continue to work on Unit 2: Becoming Fluent with Addition and 
Subtraction.  Yes, we want all second graders to know all of the single digit facts up to 
20, but the focus will be on understanding the relationship between addition and 
subtraction and becoming more flexible with using numbers to solve problems using 
mental strategies.  Money will be incorporated into this unit, so please have your child 
practice identifying and counting coins (pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters) on a 
regular basis.  For grammar and writing, second graders are expected to be writing in 
complete sentences using correct capital letters and punctuation, as well as spelling 
high frequency words and following rules of grammar for different types of 
nouns.  The more you encourage your child to write at home, the better writers they 
will become! 

Third Grade 

Third graders are focusing on reading aloud with fluency (speed and expression). Also 
we are stressing the importance of comprehending what is being read. AR point goals 
have been set, and the AR incentive program is in full force.  Please make sure your 
child is completing their nightly reading.  In writing, we are focusing on COPS 
(capitalization, organization, punctuation, and spelling).  During our math instruction, 
we are working on multiplication strategies.  Please help students begin mastering 
multiplication facts through 10.   

Fourth Grade 

Our fourth graders completed their PBL Bee Garden designs and will be presenting 
them to the UGE Garden Club next month.  They will select a winner whose design 
will be utilized next Spring.  We also have joined some great explorers as they 
searched for the elusive Northwest passage. Coming up this week is an excursion into 
space and a visit to the Early Colonies in America.  

We celebrated those who met their AR goal with a Halloween craft and dance party, 
and we are hard at work on our classroom goals for this nine weeks. Students are using 
place value strategies to work through multi-digit multiplication and continue to search 
for text features and build vocabulary. For parents, we recommend www.ixl.com for 
short tutorials on specific ELA and Math standards.  

Our trip to tour the CNN Center was a success and we saw so many cool behind the 
scenes areas. Thank you to the many chaperones that helped us out!  

http://www.ixl.com
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Fifth Grade 

We have been working hard mastering our standards in all areas.  Students recently 
participated in our Bio Blitz, where they spend an hour and a half outside investigating 
and documenting native species that live on our school campus.  Students braved it in 
the rain each day and were active scientists.  We were able to classify over 30 different 
organisms on our campus.  Braving the weather was great practice, as we don’t know 
what the weather will be in like when we travel to Wahsega.  Some students still need 
to send in their second payment for the trip.  The third payment of $45 is due in 
November.   

In math, students should be working on Unit 2 of their Unit plans.  Students are 
completing a PBL on immigration and the turn of the century in social studies.  Along 
with all subjects, we are integrating reading and writing, with a focus on opinion 
writing.  We are also working on extending the students’ vocabulary with teaching 
explicit vocabulary within our content areas.  Finally, we are preparing for our family 
movie night on Friday, November 13th in order to raise money for our Wahsega trip in 
March.  There will be a hot dog dinner that you can preorder and snacks will be 
available for purchase at the movie.  We hope to see you there! 

Congratulations Melanie Hartfield 

Congratulations to Melanie Hartfield, 5th grade teacher.  She was awarded a grant for 
her classroom and was featured in an article in the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources publication.   
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Congratulations Ms. Cat 

Congratulations to our lunchroom manager, 
Ms.Cat! She was selected as the Hero for Nu-
trition for Henry County Schools. Thank you 

Ms. Cat for all the hard work you do! 
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Yearbooks on Sale! 

Remember the moments that mattered. 

Every school year is full of memories. Don't miss this year's! Now 

through 10/31/2015, get your yearbook for $30.00. 

BUY TODAY › 

Congratulations to two of our students, 2nd grade student Logan Bell and 3rd grade 
student Aubree Clark.  Their artwork was selected to be included in Superintendent 
Bowler’s Art Gallery at the district office. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

http://cl.exct.net/?qs=9f67f94742f1b338979ad331cf53897599574fce465d8337c1e7d0050d6c212393ab5c46c857b10f0e7000a977773db6
http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1314825/Unity-Grove-Elementary-School/2016-Yearbook/2015090404263007061/CATALOG_SHOP/;jsessionid=750A72FD89059AC827B4632C40FD2F93?utm_content=Main-CTA-Button&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=YBK_MER122_YbaGeneri
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Farewell to Mrs. Kim 

Mrs. Kim Lowe 

We are sad to announce that one of our beloved 
paraprofessionals passed away on Saturday, October 24. 

Ms. Kim was a kind person who touched the lives of many 
students. Our hearts go out to her family and we will always 
remember and be touched by her love and devotion to our 

school. 

Attention Parents 

Parents, we need your feedback!  As you know, our school is in the process of conduct-
ing a five year internal review.  A part of that review includes feedback from parents 
through an anonymous parent survey.  We must have at least 150 of our parents com-
plete the survey.  As of this newsletter, we only have 102 parents that have taken the 
survey.  Please take the time to complete this brief survey as soon as possible.  The link 
for the survey is our website or can be accessed using the following link:  

http://www.advanc-ed.org/survey/public/section/response/begin?
surveyConfigId=433205  

Thank you in advance for your assistance! 

http://www.advanc-ed.org/survey/public/section/response/begin?surveyConfigId=433205
http://www.advanc-ed.org/survey/public/section/response/begin?surveyConfigId=433205
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