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Message from the Principal... 

“Unity Makes Us Great!” 
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Anne Wilson 
Principal 

Dr. Bob Bomar 
Assistant Principal 

Principal’s Corner 

I hope that you have had a chance to review your child’s progress report that was 
sent home on September 8, 2014.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact your child’s teacher.  Working together, we can make sure that all of our 
students are meeting and/or exceeding grade level standards. 

We have an exciting event coming up in October!  PTO and the school will be 
joining hands to sponsor a Boosterthon Fun Run.  The students will not be selling 
any items; they will be collecting pledges for a Fun Run to take place on Friday, 
November 7th.  The fundraiser will kick off on October 29th with a Pep Rally.  Our 
students will be learning that fitness is fun as they prepare for the Fun Run.  
Character lessons come to life as the Boosterthon Fun Run team members creatively 
illustrate integrity, honesty, and caring in short meeting during the nine day 
experience.   

We are hoping to raise $20,000.  The main use of those funds will be to purchase 
projectors and document cameras for every teacher and the IPEVO device that will 
turn all of our whiteboards into interactive boards.  We are excited about the event, 
and I hope that you will support our efforts. 

As always, thank you for your continued support.  If I can help you in any way, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Wilson 
Principal 

http://www.liveoncenter.com/
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2014 - 2015 Teacher of the Year 

Congratulations to Mrs. Melanie Hartfield, Teacher of the 
Year for 2014-2015!  Mrs. Hartfield will represent Unity 
Grove in the Henry County Schools’ annual Teacher of the 
Year celebration in October. 

Kindergarten  

Kindergarten is really beginning to “fall” into a great school routine. 
We have started learning about apples, Johnny Appleseed and the life 
cycle of an apple tree. We will write to describe apples, graph our 
favorite color of apple and count apples. We will have an “Apple 
Tasting” on September 19th. The students will be tasting many 
different apple products.  

We have also started our Shape Unit. You may be seeing crazy Shape People coming 
home. Don’t forget that kindergarten students must know 2D (circle, square, triangle, 
rectangle and hexagon) and 3D shapes (sphere, cylinder, cone and cube). Look for and 
point out shapes in your environment to reinforce these skills at home. Your child 
should be able to discuss and compare sides, vertices (corners) and lines. 

Kindergarten hopes to see everyone at the Fall Festival on October 3rd, 5-8 p.m. This 
is a fund raiser for kindergarten which really helps us purchase supplies throughout the 
year. It is lots of fun! We will need volunteers to help make this successful. Look for 
information to come home about the Fall Festival in the Howdy folders. 

First Grade 

First grade is building on our knowledge of short vowels to read 
word families and then words with blends.  We are writing 
narratives.  Our weather unit continues with learning about the four 
seasons.  Keep practicing with your 99 chart as we are learning 
about place value in math.  We will be scheduling conferences very 
soon! 

http://www.gezzos.com/
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Third Grade  

Second Grade 

We are in full gear now, working hard on our second grade 
standards.  Procedures and expectations have all been laid out 
as we are ready to roll ahead into our second grade year.  We 
are learning about narrative writing using the novel Gooney 
Bird Greene.  Our goal is to have students writing a story that 
includes a beginning, middle, and end using complete 
sentences.  Students are working towards reaching their AR 
goal by reading daily.   

We have started exploring all of the regions of Georgia.  Soon 
students will be doing research on each of the five regions and 
designing a project to present to the class.   

In math, we will continue to work on place value to the hundreds; however, we are 
now moving into adding and subtracting two digit numbers. We will be introducing 
several strategies to help students solve problems using mental math. Also, all second 
graders have begun working on First in Math.  Please encourage them to access the 
website at www.firstinmath.com to play at home and strengthen their math skills. We 
have had a successful start to the year and look forward to continuing an exciting 
second grade year!  

Third graders have enjoyed hands-on experiments with magnets this month. 
We are gearing up to delve into history as we learn more about Paul Revere 
and how our roots of democracy began. We enjoyed our novel study of 
Because of Winn-Dixie about friendship. We had our own party enjoying 

Littmus Lozenges and Dump Punch.  Thank you for your donations to make this a 
special event!  Third graders were recently visited by local and state government 
officials who presented each student with his or her own dictionary. We are also 
looking forward to a field trip to Cubihatcha Outdoor Learning Center later in 
September. AR is in full force, so please continue to encourage your child to read 
nightly, sign their reading logs, and take AR tests over books they are reading. 

http://www.firstinmath.com
http://www.excel-build.com/
http://www.lgkarate.com/
http://www.kristinmoses.nerium.com/
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OFF TO A GREAT START IN FOURTH GRADE 

We’ve jumped right in and our fourth graders are doing some 
great things to start off the school year.  Students have studied 
key locations, Native Americans, and even created some very 
detailed dioramas to demonstrate their understanding of how 
tribes adapted to a variety of regions, climates, and resources.  
Next, we will look at some of the explorers that risked their 
lives for land, power, and riches when they venture to the New 
World. 

In science, ecosystems and food webs have been our focus and classes are following up 
with a local field trip to Dauset Trails.  There our students will hike, picnic, learn about 
how animals have adapted for their environments, and discuss many, many animal 
adaptions! There may even be some hands-on experiences. 

Fourth grade students are growing in many directions using inquiry-based learning to 
ask questions, wonder about the unknown, and come up with a plan to problem-solve. 
It is amazing to see students using critical friends, peer-editing, and collaborating 
together.  

Don’t forget to turn in your reservation and $20.00 deposit to hold your spot for the trip 
to Rock Eagle in March.   

The fifth grade students have been involved in many project-based 
learning activities over the past few weeks. In Social Studies, the students 
are beginning to prepare their museum exhibits to be displayed at the Nash 
Farm Battlefield museum. In math, they have been working on the order 
of operations and decimals. In science, they have covered the scientific 

method and the students have begun exploring the wonderful world of cells. The focus 
for writing this nine weeks is writing and opinion essay. The students have started 
using an internet based writing program called MyAccess to compliment classroom 
instruction. The primary focus of reading instruction has been on the area of literary 
text with the secondary focus on informational text.   

Students have been involved in many hands-on activities such as LEAs (language 
Experience Activities), and STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Agriculture, 
Mathematics) based explorations to help them gain the 21st century skills needed to be 
successful in or every changing world. The fifth grade will also be taking a field trip to 
see a Civil War Battle reenactment at Nash Farm Battlefield to help bring history alive 
for them. The next few months will be filled with more valuable and exciting learning 
as we experience more of the Georgia Common Core standards.  

Fifth Grade  

http://www.firstamericantitlelending.com/
http://www.kiwanishenrycountyfair.com/
http://www.cherryberryyogurtbar.com/
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Gardening in the Grove 

Check out "what's growing on" in the UGE garden!  

A Special Thanks to Gardening Parents and Students  

We would like to thank the parents and students who came out to UGE on Saturday, 
September 6th for a hot, but productive Garden Workday! Volunteers included Pryce 
Turner, Mr. & Mrs. Turner, Alex, Mr. & Mrs. Judson, Tianna, Mr. & Mrs. Davis, 
Jamie, Mrs. Hixson, and Rebecca and Mrs. Lamb. YOU GUYS ROCK!!!  

 
Gorgeous Gardening Pics  

 

Emily Crites, Kayla 
Wallace, and Tianna 
Davis    

Riley Smith and  
Elijah Long  

Emily, Riley, and 
Kayla weed the  
garden.  

http://www.yuleforest.com/
http://www.getsetgrow.com/
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

What is Bullying and How Can Parents Help? 

Identifying Bullying 

Most kids have been teased by a sibling or a friend at some point. It's not usually 
harmful when done in a playful, friendly, and mutual way, and both kids find it funny. 
But when teasing becomes hurtful, unkind, and constant, it crosses the line into 
bullying and needs to stop. 

Bullying is intentional tormenting in physical, verbal, or psychological ways. It can 
range from hitting, shoving, name-calling, threats, and mocking to extorting money 
and possessions. Some kids bully by shunning others and spreading rumors about 
them. Others use social media or electronic messaging to taunt others or hurt their 
feelings. 
It's important to take bullying seriously and not just brush it off as something that kids 
have to "tough out." The effects can be serious and affect kids' sense of safety and self-
worth 

You can do your part at home, too. Here are five smart strategies to keep kids from 
becoming targets — and stop bullying that has already started: 

1. Talk about it. Talk about bullying with your kids and have other family members 

share their experiences. If one of your kids opens up about being bullied, praise him or 
her for being brave enough to discuss it and offer unconditional support. Consult with 
the school to learn its policies and find out how staff and teachers can address the 
situation. 

2. Remove the bait. If it's lunch money or gadgets that the school bully is after, you 

can help neutralize the situation by encouraging your child to pack a lunch or go to 
school gadget-free. 

3. Buddy up for safety. Two or more friends standing at their lockers are less likely 

to be picked on than a child who is all alone. Remind your child to use the buddy 
system when on the school bus, in the bathroom, or wherever bullies may lurk. 

4. Keep calm and carry on. If a bully strikes, a kid's best defense may be to remain 

calm, ignore hurtful remarks, tell the bully to stop, and simply walk away. Bullies 
thrive on hurting others. A child who isn't easily ruffled has a better chance of staying 
off a bully's radar. 

5. Don't try to fight the battle yourself. Sometimes talking to a bully's parents can 

be constructive, but it's generally best to do so in a setting where a school official, such 
as a counselor, can mediate. 
 
Article provided by Kidshealth.org. For more information,  please go to: http://
kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/feelings/bully-proof.html?tracking=P_RelatedArticle  

http://kidshealth.org/parent/question/growing/teasing.html
http://kidshealth.org/parent/positive/talk/cyberbullying.html
http://kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/feelings/bully-proof.html?tracking=P_RelatedArticle
http://kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/feelings/bully-proof.html?tracking=P_RelatedArticle
http://www.gymtech4kids.com/
http://www.funfactoryforkids.com/Our Center.html
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER, continued... 

Here is a helpful chart that can help you identify the difference between teasing, 
conflict, a list of fighting fouls (mean words/actions that can cause or create conflicts) 
and bullying. Please contact the school and ask to speak to one of the counselors or 
administrators if you feel your child needs help at 770-898-8886.  

The Value of Mentoring 

At its most basic level, mentoring helps because it guarantees a young person that 
there is someone who cares about them. A child is not alone in dealing with day-to-
day challenges. 

Think back. Did you know how to study for a test or make plans for college? Do you 
remember wanting your first car or looking for a part-time job? Simple things that 
seem easy or straightforward to you now may appear to be a complete mystery to a 
young person. 

Mentors provide their mentees with an experienced friend who is there to help in any 
number of situations. 

Support for education 

 Mentors help keep students in school. 

 Students who meet regularly with their mentors are 52% less likely than their 
peers to skip a day of school and 37% less likely to skip a class (Public/Private 
Ventures study of Big Brothers Big Sisters). 

 Mentors help with homework and can improve their mentees’ academic skills. 

Support with day-to-day living 

 Mentors help improve a young person's self-esteem. 

 Youth who meet regularly with their mentors are 46% less likely than their peers 
to start using illegal drugs and 27% less likely to start drinking (Public/Private 
Ventures study of Big Brothers Big Sisters). 

 About 40% of a teenager's waking hours are spent without companionship or 
supervision. Mentors provide teens with a valuable place to spend free time. 

 Mentors teach young people how to relate well to all kinds of people and help 
them strengthen communication skills. 

Teasing 
Everyone is having fun 
No one is getting hurt 

Everyone is participating equally 

Conflict 
No one is having fun 

There is a possible solution to the  
disagreement 

Equal balance of power between  
people 

Fighting Fouls 
Name calling 
Put Downs 

Physical contact 
Blaming 

Not Listening 
Bringing up the past 

Making excuses for your behavior 
  

Bullying 
Someone is being hurt on purpose 

Happens repeatedly over time 
Imbalance of power between people 

Can be physical, verbal, emotional, or 
cyberbullying 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER, continued... 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD? 

Come be a MENTOR at Unity Grove Elementary!  We need you! 

As a MENTOR you will be: 

 A positive role model 

 An academic coach 

 A friend and a listener 

 An encourager 

If you are interested in mentoring, please contact Mrs. Wallace or Ms. Lesley at  

770-898-8886 or by email at stacy.wallace@henry.k12.ga.us  

Just sharing for anyone interested 

Visit this website and search the state of Georgia for museums you can visit for free  
(2 free tickets)!   

www.smithsonian.com/museumdaylive  

Museum Free Day is Saturday, September 27th. 

There are over 20+ museums on the list, including the Center for Puppetry Arts and 
the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame.  

Kroger Community Rewards® 

Giving More Back to the Community! 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities grow and prosper. Year after year, 
local schools, churches and other nonprofit organizations will earn millions of dollars 
through Kroger Community Rewards®. 

Kroger Community Rewards® makes fund-raising easy...all you have to do is shop 
at Kroger and swipe your Plus Card! 

Visit the website at https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards.   

Sign In or Create an Account to Enroll 

Once signed in you can enroll or update your Community Rewards under your 
Account Settings.  Be sure and select Unity Grove Elementary in order for our school 
to receive funds. 

mailto:stacy.wallace@henry.k12.ga.us
http://www.smithsonian.com/museumdaylive
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
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PTO 

Our 1st annual Boosterthon fundraiser is just around the corner! 

We’re excited to be hosting the Boosterthon Fun Run for the first time and hope it will 
help fulfill our fundraising goals for the year. The Boosterthon Fun Run is a fun, nine-
day character, fitness and leadership program that combines world-class and engaging 
character content with a fundraising event for our school. This year, we are raising 
funds to buy new technology items for the school, such as a new document camera and 
a projector for each classroom.  We would also like to purchase a device that makes all 
of our classroom white boards, interactive whiteboards.   

ARE YOU ASSOCIATED WITH A LOCAL BUSINESS? SPONSOR OUR  
T-SHIRTS! 

Our goal is to provide every student with a FREE custom Unity Grove Elementary  
t-shirt to wear the day of the Fun Run. If you know of or are part of a business please 
consider being a t-shirt sponsor. We need a commitment from all sponsors by 
September 23, 2014 to submit the business logos that will be printed on over 800 
student shirts.  If sponsorships do not cover the cost of the shirts, we will not be able to 
provide student t-shirts for the fun run.  Sponsorship forms are available in the front 
office or on the UGE website.  

Thank you in advance for your support of the Boosterthon Fun Run program we look 
forward to partnering with you this year! If you have any questions or would like to be 
a Boosterthon Fun Run sponsor please contact Renee Schultz at 
renee.schultz@gmail.com. 

The school wide Fun Run event will take place on Friday, November 7, 2014. More 
information will be sent home with your student very soon! 

Unity Grove Elementary Needs Your Help! 

We need donations of candy and baked goods for the Fall 

Festival. We will be using the treats as prizes, Trunk or 

Treat and the Cake Walk. Please send in candy to your 

child’s classroom teacher by September 29th . The class on 

each grade level that collects the most candy will get a 

special treat.  Please send baked goods to the office on 

Thursday, October 2nd . Thank you so much for your help!! 

mailto:renee.schultz@gmail.com
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mailto:billie@theschoolnewsletter.com

