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Welcome back UGE families!  We are off to a great start this year, and I hope your 
boys and girls are telling you all of the great learning happening in our classrooms.  
Our faculty and staff are exceptional and work tirelessly to provide exciting, 
educational, and rigorous learning opportunities.   

I have a few reminders to share with you.  First, make sure that you come by the 
office, show your identification, and pick up your access code to the Parent Portal 
on Infinite Campus.  The Parent Portal will allow you to see daily attendance as well 
as student progress.  New this year, all report cards in 1st through 5th grade will be 
electronic.  You will need your access code to view (and print if you would like) 
your child’s report card.  If you do not have access to the internet, we will be glad to 
print a hard copy for you.  A form on which to indicate that you need a hard copy of 
the report card will be sent home shortly.   

Secondly, please remember the importance of having your child at school every day 
possible.  There is strong research to support that student achievement is directly 
tied to school attendance.  For that reason, students who miss more than five days of 
school are required to have a doctor’s excuse.  Of course, there are extenuating 
circumstances, like hospitalization, so please speak with your child’s counselor if 
this is the case.  Our K-2nd grade counselor is Mrs. Stacy Wallace, and our 3rd -5th 
grade counselor is Ms. Sarah Lesley.   

Finally, I want to invite you to come to our annual Curriculum Night on Thursday, 
August 21st from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  We will have several rotations for those of you 
with multiple children at UGE.  That will allow you to attend each teacher’s 
presentation.  Curriculum Night is a great time to become more familiar with 
specific classroom procedures, homework policies, and content that will be taught 
this year.  Unfortunately, teachers will not have time for individual conferences that 
evening, but there will be a sign-up sheet for scheduling those conferences.  I hope 
everyone will plan to be present! 

http://www.liveoncenter.com/
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We are conducting a raffle for two roundtrip tickets between 

any two cities within the Southwest Airlines system within 

the continental United States. The tickets may not be used for 

travel on itineraries that combine flights with other carriers 

and will expire on November 1, 2015. These tickets have no restrictions or blackout 

dates and have a total value of $1,000.  

The cost of each raffle ticket is $10.00, so consider purchasing several tickets.  

Tickets are available daily in the front office and at all school events. The drawing 

will be held on October 3, 2014 during the Fall Festival, and you need not be present 

to win. All of the money raised will go to provide updated technology to our 

classrooms. 

Thank you for your support! 

Be sure and read through this entire newsletter as each grade level has contributed an 
article. Also, our counselors, media specialist, nurses, and PTO have included some 
important information.  Best of all, we have showcased some of the accomplishments 
of our talented students and staff.   

As always, thank you for your continued support.  If I can help you in any way, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Wilson 
Principal 

Message from the Principal, continued... 

http://www.gezzos.com/
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Welcome new faculty and staff members!  

Kindergarten – Shauna Spear, paraprofessional  

First Grade – Tina Cooper, teacher; Kimberly Troutman, teacher 

Second Grade – Jessica Williams, teacher 

Third Grade – Jessica Mercado, teacher 

Fifth Grade – Kristin Davis, teacher; Kimberly McCullough, teacher; Krysti 
Veal, teacher 

Special Education – Georgette Underwood, teacher; Donna Mitcham, 
paraprofessional; Angie Phillips, paraprofessional 

Instructional Specialists – Aimee O’Rork, music; Laurie Lawrence, gifted; 
Leigh Olden, media specialist; Teresa Buckley, Early Intervention Program; 
Monica Millitello, school psychologist  

Kindergarten  

Our kindergarten “Round Up” of new students was very successful and we are having 
a rootin’-tootin’, boot-scootin’ good time. We are excited about our new kinders and 
are looking forward to a great year filled with lots of learning and fun!  We are 
working on learning our teacher’s name, where our class is located, our bus number or 
car tag number, how to write our names, and how to sit and listen.  We will spend the 
first few weeks focusing on letters, sounds and numbers.   We will move to sight 
words and sounding out words very soon.   

The kindergarten teachers would like to remind parents about a few things: 

*Kindergarten students can only get ice cream on Friday. Ice cream money has to be 
separate from lunch money. 

*Wear tennis shoes on P.E. days.  

*Howdy Folders will go home every day and should come back to school the next day. 
Please check your child’s folder every day for notes and behavior on the calendar. 

*Papers will come home on Mondays.  Please look over the papers, sign and return the 
envelope the next day.   

http://www.firstamericantitlelending.com/
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It’s a Beautiful Day in Third Grade  

First Grade 

First Grade has been working on learning routines and procedures.  We are assessing 
and will send home sight word lists soon.  We are learning about vowels and writing 
sentences in language arts.  In math, we are developing number sense.  Please help 
your child practice counting forward and backward starting and stopping on random 
numbers.  Our science unit is weather and we will soon start learning about where we 
live, beginning with our city.  We have a great group of first graders and we are 
looking forward to a great year! 

Second Grade 

We are off to an exciting start in second grade!  We are starting our school year by 
using integrated units to teach several subject areas.  During the first nine weeks, we 
will be learning about interesting topics such as matter, Georgia’s regions, and 
conventions of writing.  In language arts, we will encompass using the book The 
Chocolate Touch to focus on skills such as identifying main characters, setting, and 
plot.  

We would like to encourage your to have your child bring in Box Tops and Campbell 
Soup labels. The money collected goes straight to the teachers for school supplies 
throughout the year. 

Please make sure that you ask your child for his/her weekly folder each Monday. 
Please assist your child by reviewing his/her work and making corrections as needed. 
This will help reinforce the skill missed. Your signature is requested each week which 
will help us ensure communication between school and home. 

Finally, please make note of some new changes that are taking place this year in Henry 
County. ALL report cards will be electronic this year. If you do not have access to a 
computer and the capability to connect to the internet, please let your child’s teacher 
know as soon as possible so that a hard copy may be sent home. 

We look forward to working with you all this year.  

Third graders are off to a beautiful start! We have discussed attendance and the 
importance of being at school on time every day. 

We are starting off the year with a realistic fiction novel titled Because of Winn Dixie 
centering on the theme of friendship. In writing, we are writing personal narratives. In 
math, we are working with place value as we round numbers to the nearest tens and 
hundreds place. Third graders are learning about science lab safety and the scientific 
method in science, and in social studies, we will be learning about the five themes of 
geography. 

If you have not sent in $6.00 for your child’s copy of GA Studies Weekly, please send 
it in as soon as possible. Some upcoming events for third graders include a visit from 
government officials, an in-house field trip from “Diamond Del” and a trip to 
Cubihatcha. More information will be sent home as these events get closer. Thank you 
for helping your child with their transition to third grade! 

http://www.lgkarate.com/
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Roofing  Residential  Commercial   

770-872-4696     www.excel-build.com 
 

155 Westridge Pkwy Suite 223;  
McDonough, GA 30253 

Fourth Grade 

Welcome Back from the Fourth Grade Team at UGE!  We are so glad to get another 
year started with so many fun things ahead.  We will travel through time starting with 
Native Americans, meeting explorers, colonists, and even moving along with 
Westward Expansion.  In science, students will explore simple machines, the solar 
system, the wonders of light and sound, and some of the amazing things in nature such 
as ecosystems and animal adaptations.  There is an array of new things to discover in 
math, including measurement, fractions, and geometry. Knowing multiplication facts is 
crucial.  Be sure to ask your child what’s new in our UGE computer lab too.     

This year is off to a great start with some new things going on in and outside of the 
classroom. We are embarking on Project Based Learning through a school-wide 
activity to show our school pride here at UGE.  We are very excited about the new 
technology and being a wireless building. We even have new notebooks that are 
available for our use.   

If you haven’t taken care of your Fourth Grade Fun money, be sure to fill out a pink 
slip and return $25.00 to your child’s teacher.  This will cover the holiday party, end-of
-the-year party, a class T-shirt, a local field trip, and some other grade level surprise 
treats.  Also, be sure to come to Curriculum Night on August 21st so you can hear all 
about our big spring overnight trip to Rock Eagle.  You will want to get details, save 
the date, and start your payments.    

This month the fifth graders have begun a study of the causes of the Civil War. Mr. Bill 
Dodd, curator of the Nash Farm museum and local historian, visited the students to 
discuss the history of Nash Farms and how it was related to the Civil War. Student 
groups will create museum exhibits that will communicate how our nation was 
impacted by the Civil War. The projects should evoke emotion, be accessible and 
engaging to the public, and communicate historically accurately information. 

In science, the students have begun studying the scientific method. The students have 
also been discussing the differences between qualitative and quantitative observations. 
This will prepare the students for their science fair projects later in the year. 

Fifth Grade  

http://www.excel-build.com/
http://www.excel-build.com
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San Diego Mexican Restau-
rant 

678-583-4003 

4959 Bill Gardner Pkwy Suite 101  
Locust Grove,  GA   30248 

Free 
Cheese Dip 

With purchase  

Of Adult Entree 

Click for 

Menu 

Gardening in the Grove 

The learning garden at UGE is in full bloom right now. Many types of flowers are 
growing in the courtyard and the Victory Garden. Marigold, sunflowers, zinnias and 
moss rose all blooming beautifully.  

Students in several grade levels have recently harvested a variety of vegetables such as 
tomatoes, peppers, and eggplant. Some classes even gathered the vegetables and 
created delicious homemade salsa. Yum! 

The Unity Grove Garden Club, which is open to all fourth and fifth graders through the 
application process, will start meeting soon. The members will ensure that the garden 
continues to thrive and is ready for classes to use in their lessons. If you are a fourth or 
fifth grader who is interested in applying for the Garden Club, look for more  
information to be coming soon. Mrs. Hartfield will have applications posted outside of 
room #403 within the next few days.  

http://www.sandiegomexrest.com/index.html
http://www.sandiegomexrest.com/cs/Satellite?blobkey=id&blobwhere=1301737538657&blobheader=application%2Fpdf&blobheadername1=Content-Disposition&blobheadervalue1=inline%3B+filename%3Dfinal-2013-menu-san-deigo-0.pdf&blobcol=urldocument&blobtable=UXDocument&m
http://www.sandiegomexrest.com/cs/Satellite?blobkey=id&blobwhere=1301737538657&blobheader=application%2Fpdf&blobheadername1=Content-Disposition&blobheadervalue1=inline%3B+filename%3Dfinal-2013-menu-san-deigo-0.pdf&blobcol=urldocument&blobtable=UXDocument&m
mailto:gsparrow@henrycounty.com
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

“Bucket FILL-osophy” 

Our mission is to create a school full of bucket fillers. 

We are teaching our students that each person has a choice to be a bucket filler or a 
bucket dipper.  The way to fill a bucket is to be kind to others, show love to others, and 
help others.  A person can also be a bucket dipper.  The way we can dip into a bucket 
is by being mean, being a bully, and being hurtful to others.  A bucket dipper can dip 
into your bucket and then you feel sad.  Usually bucket dippers also feel sad.  When 
you dip into someone else’s bucket, you empty your own bucket too.   

Bucket-Filling Curriculum Goals 

1. To teach children how to reach out and express love, respect, and appreciation to 
others. 

2. To help children to become “other centered” rather than “self-centered”. 

3. To help children express their feelings (good and bad) in a healthy manner. 

4. To help children understand where feelings originate and how to protect their 
feelings from being hurt. 

5. To establish a framework for more constructive words and actions and less 
bullying. 

6. To create more positive home and school environments and also a more positive 
community.   

Nurse Notes 

Please have all immunizations up to date.  Henry County is being audited in September 
and we need to be 100% compliant with the Health Department.    Also, the clinic is in 
need of facial tissues. 

If your child has frequent headaches, please send Tylenol/ibuprofen with a medication 
authorization form. 

Thank you! 

Nurse Peggy & Nurse Amy 

http://gymtech4kids.com/
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Attendance 

Forty-two percent of our students missed fifteen or more days of school last school 
year.  Research performed in 2012 by the state of Georgia, indicates that fifty-one  
percent of 9th graders who were absent 11 – 14 days during the school year dropped 
out of school. This is very concerning to us.   

We are working hard to improve our attendance this school year with our attendance 
incentive programs.  This year we will have a “Five and Under Club” for students who 
miss five days or less of school.  These students will be rewarded once a month and 
randomly throughout the school year.  The counselors will also continue with rewards 
for perfect attendance each month.  Classrooms also earn rewards for every ten days 
the class has everyone present and on time.  Thank you for helping us by getting your 
students to school on time, every day.  UNITY MAKES US GREAT!   

Media Center News 

Welcome to a new year in the Unity 
Grove media center.  My name is 
Leigh Olden, and I am super excited 
to begin this year as the new media 
specialist at UGE.  This is my 
seventeenth year of teaching.  Twelve 
of those years have right here at Unity 
Grove.   

Our first annual book fair will begin 
soon.  The fair will run daily from 
7:30-3:30 beginning Friday, August 
14th and ending promptly at 1:00pm 
Friday, August 22.  Family night is 
Thursday, August 21st from 6:00pm 
till 7:30pm.  I look forward to meeting lots of you then, and I thank you for your 
continued support of Unity Grove and the media center.  

While the book fair is here at UGE, I will begin orientation for students so they may 
begin checking our books from the media center. Teachers will be assigning students 
reading goals in Accelerated Reader.  Prizes are given to students for meeting these 
goals throughout the year.  Please go to our web page and connect to Renaissances 
Connect so you can track your child’s reading progress.  Check it out!  It’s super easy 
if you have not done this before.   

Please remember that the love of books and reading begins at home, and it’s never too 
late to begin reading to your child.   

Leigh Olden, Media Specialist 

http://www.mommysclub.com/amymccoy
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CURRICULUM NIGHT FOR PARENTS 

at  

Unity Grove Elementary School 

Thursday, August 21, 2014 

6:00 P.M. 

  

Info Sessions: 6:00-6:25 p.m. Session 1 

                6:30-6:55 p.m. Session 2 

                 7:00-7:25 p.m. Session 3 

                     7:30 p.m. Book fair Closes 

http://www.funfactoryforkids.com/Our Center.html
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