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Boosterthon is coming!!  I am so excited that our very first Boosterthon Fun Run 
will take place on Friday, November 7th here at UGE.  It will be a great day of fun 
and fitness.  I hope many of our UGE families can come watch the students as they 
run their laps.  It will be great to have a big cheering section for our boys and girls! 

Boosterthon materials will come home after the Kick-Off Celebration on October 
29th.  Be sure and ask your child for the information and pledge sheet.  Family and 
friends that live nearby and those that live outside of Locust Grove are great ones to 
ask for pledges. Everyone will want to help your child raise money for our school 
through their participation in the Fun Run.   

Each day of the Boosterthon, character lessons will be taught by the Boosterthon 
team members.  The theme for the nine day event is “Rock’n Town Live”.  “Rock’n 
Town Live” is a musical festival theme all about COMMUNITY.  Each day the 
students will learn from the Rock’n Town band about the five traits that make 
communities rock.  The five “Community Challenges” are outlined below: 

Continued... 

http://www.liveoncenter.com/
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Message from the Principal, continued... 

The Boosterthon team has created a music video entitled, “Plug in the Serve” to help 
set the tone for the campaign.  Be sure and check it out by accessing the following link: 

http://www.boosterthon.com/2014/05/officially-announcing-the-2014-2015-
boosterthon-character-theme-rockn-town-live/ 

We are hoping to raise at least $20,000 in order to purchase projectors and document 
cameras for every classroom.  In addition, we are planning of purchasing an IPEVO 
device for classrooms in order to turn all of our whiteboards into interactive 
boards.  We are excited about the event, and I hope that you will support our efforts. 

As always, thank you for your continued support.  If I can help you in any way, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Wilson 

Parents! We’re excited to host the 9-day Boosterthon Fun 
Run as this year’s fundraiser. We kick off the fun, 
healthy, and character-building program on Wednesday, 
October 29th! Plus, students will be learning five ways to 
make their community rock with Boosterthon’s character 
theme Rock’n Town Live, a music festival theme all 
about community. Along the way, students will gather 
pledges for how many laps they’ll run at the Boosterthon 
Fun Run event, which is on Friday, November 7th! Your 
family is invited to come out and cheer on your student! 
Please help our school by connecting your student with 
sponsors. Thank you for your support! 

http://www.boosterthon.com/2014/05/officially-announcing-the-2014-2015-boosterthon-character-theme-rockn-town-live/
http://www.boosterthon.com/2014/05/officially-announcing-the-2014-2015-boosterthon-character-theme-rockn-town-live/
http://www.firstamericantitlelending.com/
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Kindergarten  

Kindergarten is “Ship Shape” after our unit on 2D and 3D 
shapes. Look for shapes in your environment to review with 
your child. Practice naming the shapes and whether the shape 
is 2D or 3D. Talking about the shape’s attributes (sides, 
corners, curvy, straight) will strengthen your kindergarten 
student’s skills with shapes. 

Kindergarten’s annual Review Celebration will be held on October 31st in your child’s 
classroom. This is a time for parents to send in “goodies” to practice the letter, 
number, and shape standards taught this year. Please look for the Review Celebration 
form in your child’s Howdy Folder. The form will let you know what letter, shape or 
number you are assigned. 

Kindergarten will have a Thanksgiving Feast on Friday, November 21st. All the 
classes will meet in the lunchroom to taste foods from the first Thanksgiving. We will 
dress in Pilgrim and Indian costumes, which we will make in class. This is such a fun 
way to learn about the first Thanksgiving and why we celebrate Thanksgiving. 

First Grade 

First grade has written many wonderful narratives and 
will be learning about writing opinion pieces.  We are 
also learning about common and proper nouns.  We 
continue to learn about digraphs in phonics.  In math, 
we are continuing to work on place value and solving 
word problems.  We will learn about important figures 
in American history such as Meriwether Lewis, William 
Clark, and Sacagawea. 

A big welcome to Mrs. Jennifer Laughridge, part-
time assistant principal.  She joins Mrs. Wilson and 
Dr. Bomar on the administrative team at UGE.  Stop 
by on Wednesdays and Fridays and meet her!  

Welcome Mrs. Laughridge 

http://www.sandiegomexrest.com/
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Third Grade  

Second Grade 

We are shooting for the stars in Second Grade!   We are 
beginning our science unit, The Night Sky, and integrating 
it into reading and writing. Students will begin writing 
informational stories about topics such as the moon phases, 
shadows, and stars.  We will incorporate project based 
learning in which students will complete a project to 
demonstrate their understanding of the sun, moon, and 
stars.  In math, we will be learning various strategies to add 
and subtract fluently within 100.   This will include using 
money and word problems to solve 2 digit addition and 
subtraction problems.  We are excited to see our students 
becoming more actively engaged in their learning! 

Third graders have enjoyed learning about  
government.  They had a great visit from several 
government officials who taught them about their role 
in government.  Commissioner Bo Moss and his 
family sponsored our school and provided every 
student with his/her own dictionary. Students have 
learned about the three levels of government as well as 
the three branches in government.   Third graders are 
looking forward to a field trip in January to our state 
capitol building to share what we have 

learned.   During math, students are continuing to learn strategies for  
multiplication.  Please encourage them to practice and memorize these facts nightly. In 
reading, students are working to be able to show understanding of a text by answering 
questions referring explicitly to the text as the basis for their answers. In science, 
students are learning about heat energy; how it is used, how it moves, and how it is 
measured. Our next science unit will be on rocks, minerals, and soils.  Remember 
students have the opportunity to attend an in-house field trip with Diamond Del in 
November. It promises to bring the thrill of gem mining right to our school with its 
interactive mobile mining exhibit.  

http://www.lgkarate.com/
http://www.getsetgrow.com/
http://www.locustgrovepediatrics.com/
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HAPPY FALL FROM THE FOURTH GRADE 

UGE recently completed the first school-wide Panther Pride Project Based Learning 
(PBL) competition.  Classrooms worked for 7 weeks to design and promote an idea for 
increasing school pride.  Using collaborative grouping and production steps, students 
created a presentation for community judges in hopes of winning $500 to see their 
project come to life.  And the winner is….Ms Pringle’s 4th grade!  Ms Pringle’s kids 
designed three school flags to be displayed on the flagpole, in the garden/library 
hallway, and near the cafeteria.  Be on the lookout for the Panther Paw waving proudly 
later this fall. 

The excitement is growing as we move on into the second nine weeks of the school 
year.  Students had a great time hiking and exploring at Dauset Trails, learning about 
the rescued animals, picnicking, and even spending some time with some slithery 
friends.  

Students are having fun with multi-digit multiplication and moving into division.  
Knowing basic facts are a must for students to move forward smoothly.  We are 
learning about weather, tools, and maps. Just around the corner students will travel 
back to colonial times to learn about the settlements, challenges, and conflicts of the 
colonists.   

A friendly reminder, if your child has reserved a spot for the Rock Eagle field trip in 
March and you are making payments, the second $20.00 payment is due by October 
31st.  

Fifth Grade  

This month the fabulous fifth graders at Unity Grove have been studying micro-
organisms. One of the main questions these young scientists have been trying to 
answer is: Are micro-organisms helpful or harmful?   

In social studies, the students have finished up the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
Cattle drives, turn of the century, and African American cowboys are some of the 
current topics being studied.  

Some of the common core math skills that students have been learning are rounding 
decimals, comparing decimals, and adding and subtracting decimals. Decimal work 
will continue and then lead into fraction work. 

http://www.pinstrikes9.com/
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Gardening in the Grove 

What's "growing on" in the Panther Garden? 

The new garden club has formed for this year, and we are excited to have new 
experiences in the learning garden. Our new members are: Kayla Wallace, Emily 
Crites, Jada Williams, Ally Powell, Rebecca Lamb, Tiana Davis, Riley Smith, Jamie 
Hixson, Elisha Long, Sean Dexter, Ben Lackey, Pryce Turner, Alex Judson, Kayleigh 
Perkins, and Olivia Ritter. At our recent meetings, we have collected and sorted seeds, 
which will be used in next year's spring garden. We have also harvested fresh carrots 
and lettuce from the school garden and tasted our harvest. Our students will be planting 
more fall crops such as kale, rutabagas, cabbage, bok choy, radishes, and carrots.   

We are also fortunate to have two high school students from Locust Grove High 
assisting in the garden this year. Jordan and Allie are seniors and members of Future 
Farmers of America. They bring a wealth of agricultural knowledge to UGE. We are 
excited to have them every afternoon to help guide and teach our students in the 
garden! 

REMEMBER - NO SCHOOL FOR  
STUDENTS ON  

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH  
DUE TO ELECTION DAY! 

http://www.yuleforest.com/
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UGE Red Ribbon Week 

“Love Yourself, Be Drug Free” 

October 27th – October 31st, 2014  

Monday, October 27th:Team Up Against Drugs  

Please wear your favorite sports team clothing. 

Classes will begin decorating their banners for the Red Ribbon Week Parade 
on Friday.  Students will sign a pledge not to use drugs. 

Tuesday, October 28th: Be All You Can Be Drug Free   

Please wear your camouflage. 

Wednesday, October 29th: Unity Makes Us Great Day 

Please wear your UGE clothing.  

Booster-thon Pep Rally:  K – 2nd Grades 12:15pm – 1:00pm, 3-5th Grades 
1:15pm – 2:15pm 

Thursday, October 30th: Sock It to Drugs: Crazy Sock 
Day  
Wear your crazy socks and roll up your pants so we can see them!   

Friday, October 31st: Wear Red Day/ Red Ribbon  
Parade 

Parade will begin at 1:00p.m.  Each class will exit the front of the school. 
Classes will march down the front sidewalk and around the bus lanes with 
their banner. The high school band and cheerleaders will be here to march 
with us.   

http://www.gymtech4kids.com/
http://www.funfactoryforkids.com/Our Center.html
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Red Ribbon Week History  

Red Ribbon Week is the oldest and largest drug prevention campaign in the country. 
Although the start end dates can vary slightly depending on the organization and 
source, Red Ribbon Week generally takes place the last full week in October, with 

the weekends before and following the last full week included as appropriate 
celebration dates. This year Red Ribbon Week will be celebrated October 27th – 

November 1st, 2014  
 

Red Ribbon Week serves as a vehicle for communities and individuals to take a 
stand for the hopes and dreams of our children through a commitment to drug 

prevention and education and a personal commitment to live drug free lives with the 
ultimate goal being the creation of drug free America.  

 
And, perhaps more importantly, Red Ribbon Week commemorates the ultimate 
sacrifice made by DEA Special Agent Enrique "Kiki" Camarena, who died at the 

hands of drug traffickers in Mexico while fighting the battle against illegal drugs 
to keep our country and children safe. 

The DEA sent Camarena to work undercover in Mexico investigating a major drug 
cartel believed to include officers in the Mexican army, police and government. On 
Feb. 7, 1985, the 37-year-old Camarena left his office to meet his wife for lunch. 
Five men appeared at the agent's side and shoved him in a car. One month later, 
Camarena's body was found in a shallow grave. He had been tortured to death.  

 
Within weeks of his death in March of 1985, Camarena's Congressman, Duncan 

Hunter, and high school friend Henry Lozano, launched Camarena Clubs in Imperial 
Valley, California, Camarena's home. Hundreds of club members pledged to lead 

drug-free lives to honor the sacrifices made by Camarena and others on behalf of 
all Americans.  These coalitions began to wear red badges of satin, red ribbons, as a 

symbol Camarena's memory. The Red Ribbon Week campaign emerged from the 
efforts of these clubs and coalitions.  

 
Today, Red Ribbon Week is nationally recognized and celebrated, helping to 

preserve Special Agent Camarena's memory and further the cause for which he 
gave his life. The Red Ribbon Campaign also became a symbol of support for the 
DEA's efforts to reduce demand for drugs through prevention and education 
programs. By wearing a red ribbon during the last week in October, Americans 

demonstrate their ardent opposition to drugs. They pay homage not only to Special 
Agent Camarena, but to all men and women who have made the ultimate sacrifice in 

support of our nation's struggle against drug trafficking and abuse.  
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Counselor’s Corner 

What is Bullying and How Can Parents Help? 

Identifying Bullying 

Most kids have been teased by a sibling or a friend at some point. It's not usually 
harmful when done in a playful, friendly, and mutual way, and both kids find it funny. 
But when teasing becomes hurtful, unkind, and constant, it crosses the line into 
bullying and needs to stop. 
Bullying is intentional tormenting in physical, verbal, or psychological ways. It can 
range from hitting, shoving, name-calling, threats, and mocking to extorting money 
and possessions. Some kids bully by shunning others and spreading rumors about 
them. Others use social media or electronic messaging to taunt others or hurt their 
feelings. 
It's important to take bullying seriously and not just brush it off as something that kids 
have to "tough out." The effects can be serious and affect kids' sense of safety and self-
worth 

You can do your part at home, too. Here are five smart strategies to keep kids from 
becoming targets — and stop bullying that has already started: 

1. Talk about it. Talk about bullying with your kids and have other family members 
share their experiences. If one of your kids opens up about being bullied, praise him or 
her for being brave enough to discuss it and offer unconditional support. Consult with 
the school to learn its policies and find out how staff and teachers can address the 
situation. 

2. Remove the bait. If it's lunch money or gadgets that the school bully is after, you 
can help neutralize the situation by encouraging your child to pack a lunch or go to 
school gadget-free. 

3. Buddy up for safety. Two or more friends standing at their lockers are less likely 
to be picked on than a child who is all alone. Remind your child to use the buddy 
system when on the school bus, in the bathroom, or wherever bullies may lurk. 

4. Keep calm and carry on. If a bully strikes, a kid's best defense may be to remain 
calm, ignore hurtful remarks, tell the bully to stop, and simply walk away. Bullies 
thrive on hurting others. A child who isn't easily ruffled has a better chance of staying 
off a bully's radar. 

5. Don't try to fight the battle yourself. Sometimes talking to a bully's parents can 
be constructive, but it's generally best to do so in a setting where a school official, such 
as a counselor, can mediate. 

Article provided by Kidshealth.org. For more information,  please go to: http://
kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/feelings/bully-proof.html?tracking=P_RelatedArticle  

http://kidshealth.org/parent/question/growing/teasing.html
http://kidshealth.org/parent/positive/talk/cyberbullying.html
http://kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/feelings/bully-proof.html?tracking=P_RelatedArticle
http://kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/feelings/bully-proof.html?tracking=P_RelatedArticle
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Kroger Community Rewards® 

Giving More Back to the Community! 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities grow and prosper. Year after year, 
local schools, churches and other nonprofit organizations will earn millions of dollars 
through Kroger Community Rewards®. 

Kroger Community Rewards® makes fund-raising easy...all you have to do is shop 
at Kroger and swipe your Plus Card! 

Visit the website at https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards.   

Sign In or Create an Account to Enroll 

Once signed in you can enroll or update your Community Rewards under your 
Account Settings.  Be sure and select Unity Grove Elementary in order for our school 
to receive funds. 

Counselor’s Corner, continued... 

Here is a helpful chart that can help you identify the difference between teasing, 
conflict, a list of fighting fouls (mean words/actions that can cause or create conflicts) 
and bullying. Please contact the school and ask to speak to one of the counselors or 
administrators if you feel your child needs help at 770-898-8886.  

Teasing 
Everyone is having fun 
No one is getting hurt 

Everyone is participating equally 

Conflict 
No one is having fun 

There is a possible solution to the  
disagreement 

Equal balance of power between people 
Fighting Fouls 
Name calling 
Put Downs 

Physical contact 
Blaming 

Not Listening 
Bringing up the past 

Making excuses for your behavior 
  

Bullying 
Someone is being hurt on purpose 

Happens repeatedly over time 
Imbalance of power between people 

Can be physical, verbal, emotional, or 
cyberbullying 

 

 
Roofing  Residential  Commercial   

770-872-4696     www.excel-build.com 
 

155 Westridge Pkwy Suite 223;  
McDonough, GA 30253 

https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
http://www.excel-build.com/
http://www.excel-build.com
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Save the Date 
We appreciate your support and hope to see you at all our events this year! 

Boosterthon Fundraiser: Oct. 29th- Nov. 7th 
• Fun Run Event will be held on Friday, November 7th! 

K-1 @9am   2-3 @10:15am   4-5 @ 1:15pm 
 

Fall Spirit Shirt orders:  November 

Mother Son Dance:   November 14, 2014 

Fine Arts Night:              November 20, 2014 

Breakfast with Santa:             December 11, 2014 

Daddy Daughter Dance:         January 30, 2015 

Book Fair                                    February 5-13, 2015 

Family Reading Night:             February 12, 2015 

STEM Night:                        April 23, 2015 

BOGO Book Fair   May 1-8, 2015 

Chick-Fil-A Spirit Nights:  Sept. 11th, Nov. 13th, Dec. 11th, Jan. 8th, Mar. 12th, 
    May 14th 

Cherry Berry Spirit Nights:  1st Thursday of every month (Except January) 

mailto:billie@theschoolnewsletter.com

