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Fax: (770) 288-8566 

 

Rita Pitner 
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Dear Parents and Guardians: 

Welcome back to an exciting 2014-2015 school year at Walnut Creek Elementary 
School! The administration and staff is thrilled that you have entrusted your children’s 
education to us. We will make every effort to help your child achieve academically 
and socially this year. It is our goal to create an enriched learning environment that 
engages each student. Walnut Creek Elementary has an excellent teaching staff with a 
wealth of knowledge. We also have an outstanding support staff who works in 
different capacities to support your child’s learning. 

We would like to take the time to welcome all our new students, parents and staff 
to our Walnut Creek school family. We are glad you are here! Also, special thanks 
goes out to those parents who have already made a great effort to become involved by 
attending open house. We look forward to seeing you at many of our upcoming 
events. 

 Also, we want to inform you that Walnut Creek is open to receive students at 7:15 am 
each morning. Our schedule is from 7:45 am to 2:25 pm (students should plan on 
arriving no earlier than 7:l5 am). Breakfast begins at 7:15 am sharp.  In order for 
students not to be counted tardy they need to be in their classrooms ready to begin 
class by 7:45 am each morning. Students entering the building at 7:45 am or later 
will be considered tardy and must be accompanied by a parent.  

Mrs. Diane Wright is our Family Involvement Liaison.  Mrs. Wright is here to assist 
with connecting you to a variety of community resources, training, and helpful 
curriculum advice if needed. We believe in keeping parents informed about 
opportunities for involvement at WCE. Mrs. Wright will be keeping in touch with you 
through email, the website and phone tree calls to let you know what is happening at 
our school.  

Finally, if your child needs additional support or if you have a concern, please do not 
hesitate to contact his/her teacher. It is our mission to support your child in whatever 
way we can. Walnut Creek Elementary School is fortunate to have the resources that 

http://www.liveoncenter.com/
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Principal’s Message, continued... 

support students and their families. Working together makes a difference in the lives 
of our students.  We also want to let you know that the school administration has an 
open door policy. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. Our school personnel will be happy to help you. We anticipate and look 
forward to your continued support during this academic year. Together, we shall 
provide the best education for all our students.  

We thank you for your support and welcome you to the new school year! 

Rita Pitner 
Principal 

Dates to Remember 

9-1/9-2       No School (Labor Day Holiday) 

9-5        Fathers Being Involved 

9-15/9-19   Book Fair 

9-16         Picture Day 

9-16            4-H 5th Grade 

9-17            First Grade Conference Day 

9-18            Principal’s 2nd Cup of Coffee 

9-18            Skate Night  

Please visit your school website at http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/wc for 
information about upcoming events, academics and other opportunities open to you 
and your child. 

Si necesita este documento en español, por favor póngase en contacto con 
diane.wright@henry.k12.ga.us  

http://www.hardingplumbingsupply.com/
http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/wc
mailto:diane.wright@henry.k12.ga.us
http://www.mbselfteam.com/
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Counselor’s Corner 

Mrs. Tammy Newman is our new counselor. You can contact her at  
tammy.newman@henry.k12.ga.us or call the school at 770-288-8561 if you need to 
contact Mrs. Newman.  

My name is Tammy Newman, and I am the new school counselor here at Walnut 
Creek Elementary School.  I am thrilled and thankful to join this fabulous school in 
educating and preparing our wonderful students for a bright future.  

I earned a Bachelor of Arts in Middle Grades Education from Clayton State University 
and taught middle school English/Language Arts and Social Studies for several years 
in Clayton County and at a charter school in Coweta County before attending graduate 
school.  In 2013, I graduated from Columbus State University with a Masters of 
Education in School Counseling.  I am also a National Certified Counselor (NCC) and 
a licensed associate professional counselor (LAPC) working towards my licensure as a 
professional counselor (LPC). 

This year at Walnut Creek, I will be teaching developmental guidance lessons in all 
grades.  In grades 1-5, I will be teaching career awareness guidance lessons based on 
Georgia’s 17 Career Clusters.  I will also be working with students individually and in 
small groups. In addition, I will be collaborating with all stakeholders—teachers, 
administrators, staff, and families—to ensure we are creating and providing our 
students a safe, positive learning community that promotes personal, social, and 
academic achievement and success. 

Any student can request to meet with me or they can be referred by a teacher, 
administrator, or parent.  I encourage you to reach out if you have concerns regarding 
your child.  If you would like for me to meet with your child please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I am here to support students in achieving their personal, social, and academic goals as 
well as to support parents and teachers.  If you need to contact me with any questions 
or concerns, I can be reached by phone at 770-288-8561 or email at  
tammy.newman@henry.k12.ga.us.  

I am excited about this school year and all the possibilities ahead.  I look forward to 
working with and getting to know you and your children throughout this school year. 

Best regards, 

Tammy Newman 

Continued... 

mailto:tammy.newman@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:tammy.newman@henry.k12.ga.us
http://www.strawninsurance.com/
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Counselor’s Corner, continued... 

Beginning of the year reminder from your professional school counselor . . . 

With the school year beginning and lots of parents working outside the home, there 
are many questions regarding the guidelines for leaving children home alone without 
adult supervision.  Georgia has no regulations or laws to determine when a child is 
deemed old enough to be left home alone and/or to care for other children.  Georgia’s 
Division of Family and Children Services recommends parents/guardians use sound 
judgment and assess the maturity and responsibility of their children when deciding 
whether to leave them home alone.  In addition, DFCS provides the following 
guidelines: 

 Children 8 years or younger should not be left alone. 

 Children between the ages of 9 and 12, based on level of maturity, may be left 
home alone for brief (less than two hours) periods of time. 

 Children 13 and older, who are at an adequate level of maturity, may be left alone 
and may be left as babysitters, for up to twelve hours.  It is not recommended that 
13 year olds baby sit infants, small children, and children with special medical 
needs.   

Other helpful tips: 

 Don’t leave a child responsible for food preparation that involves using the stove. 

 Have a neighbor, relative, or other trusted adult check in regularly or have the 
child check in with an adult 

 Make a safety plan that includes when to call 911 and rehearse it with your child. 

For more information, go to http://dhs.georgia.gov/take-precautions-when-leaving-
children-home-alone or contact Ms. Newman at 770-288-8561 or  
tammy.newman@henry.k12.ga.us  

Book Fair 

Book Fair is coming to our media center the week of September 15-19, 2014. Family 
Night at the book fair will be Tuesday, September 16, from 5:00PM-7:00PM. 
Grandparents’ Day at the book fair will be Thursday, September 18, during student 
lunch times. Look for more information about this event coming home with your child 
soon. 

mailto:tammy.newman@henry.k12.ga.us
http://www.estateswmp.com/
http://www.kristinmoses.nerium.com/
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Title I News  

What is Title I? 

 Title I provides federal funding to schools to help students who are low achieving 
or at most risk of falling behind. 

 Title I funds are allocated to schools based on the percentage of student receiving 
free/reduced lunch. 

 Schools with a percentage of at least 40% are eligible for a school-wide program. 

What is school-wide Title I and why is Walnut Creek school-wide Title I? 

 The school uses Title I funds to upgrade the entire educational program of the 
school. 

 Title I funds are used to serve all children in order to raise academic achievement. 

 Title I funds will be used to provide additional assistance to all students who 
experience difficulties in meeting the state’s performance targets. 

 The school must have a free/reduced lunch count of at least 40%. Walnut Creek’s 
Title I status is based on 69.81 % free/reduced lunch. 

 The school must collect and analyze data that effects student achievement. 

 The school must develop a comprehensive site plan and annually review the 
effectiveness of the plan. 

Ways for Parents to Get Involved 

 Attend parent/teacher conferences 

 Visit the Parent Resource Room 

 Join the Parent Teacher Organization 

 Volunteer to help in our volunteer program 

 Attend parent workshops 

 Check the website for events and other important information 

 Know your child’s teacher and how to contact him/her when you have concerns 

 Make sure your child completes classwork and homework daily 

Ways we communicate with parents: 

 Website 

 Remind 

 Calling post 

 Flyers home 

 Marque board 

 Newsletter 

 Email  

Continued... 
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Title I News, continued...  

For More Information About Title I 

 Rita Pitner, Walnut Creek Elementary Principal 

       770-288-8561 

       Rita.Pitner@henry.k12.ga.us 

  Sandra Moore, Title 1 County Coordinator 

        770-957-6547  

        sandra.moore@henry.k12.ga.us  

For more information on Title I, parent involvement and standardized testing results, 
please see the GADOE, Henry County Schools’ and the WCES websites. 

Pre-K News 

Units of Study 
For the Month of September 

September 3rd - September 5th  

 Letter: Cc 

 Color: BLUE 

 Number: 1 (one) 

 Shape: Rectangle 

September 8th – September 12th  

 Letter: Cc 

 Color: GREEN 

 Number: 2 (two) 

 Shape: Triangle 

September 15th – September 19th  

 Letter: Cc 

 Color: ORANGE 

 Number: 3 (three) 

 Shape: Star 

September 22nd – September 26th  

 Letter: Dd 

 Color: PURPLE 

 Number: 4 (four) 

 Shape: Rhombus 

September 29th - October 3rd  

 Letter: Dd 

 Color: PINK 

 Number: 5  (five) 

 Shape: Heart 

OUR BOOK THIS MONTH IS: 

If You Give A Mouse A Cookie 

OUR MOTHER GOOSE RHYME THIS MONTH IS: 

Five Little Mice 

mailto:Rita.Pitner@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:sandra.moore@henry.k12.ga.us
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Pre-K News, continued... 

Important Information For School 

Please be sure to sign and return your child’s communication notebook daily…there 
is important information placed in there regarding your child and the school 
community (do not remove the forms in the notebook, if you need copies let me 
know) 

PLEASE RETURN ALL LIBRARY BOOKS BY Wednesday…both the AM and PM 
groups go to the library on Wednesday and in order to check out a book on 
Wednesday at our designated time the students MUST return their books  

Please send in any notes when your child is out, they can be handwritten or from a 
doctor…we just need a note. 

Skill Focus of the Month 

This month we will be working on fair ways to play with our friends. In addition, 
each student will work on verbally spelling their first and last name as well as tracing 
and/or writing their frist name. Each child will also work on sorting by size, shape 
and color.  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 

LABOR Day – 
NO SCHOOL 

2 

NO School 
Students 

3 4 5 

Wear 

BLUE 

8 

  

9 

  

10 

  

11 

  

12 

Wear 

GREEN 

15 

  

16 

  

  

17 

  

18 

  

19 

Wear 

ORANGE 

22 

  

23 

  

24 25 

  

26 

Wear  
PURPLE 

HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY  
ELLA (28th) 

29 

  

30 

  

  

1 

  

  

2 

  

3 

Wear 
PINK 

http://www.gymtech4kids.com/
http://www.ramtechpcs.com/
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Kinder News 

Important Dates: 

 WCE Book Fair: September 15-19th  
 WCE School Pictures: Tuesday, September 16th  

 
Important Information: 

 All homework is due inside your child’s F.I.S.H. binder each Friday. 
 Please have your child wear appropriate shoes; we do have recess each afternoon, 

weather permitting. 
 Remember to pack a healthy snack every day for your child. Healthy snacks in-

clude: fruit, crackers, carrots, etc.  
 With the changing seasons, remember to send your student to school with a jack-

et, as needed.  
 Please send in Box Tops in a sealed baggy with your child’s name and teacher’s 

name labeled.  
 

How to earn a “Joey” in Kindergarten (remember 50 are required to attend the 
Joey Fest: 

 Ending the day on green, blue, pink, or purple 
 Showing HIP behavior in the hallway 

 
T.R.I.B.E.S.: 

T.R.I.B.E.S. is conducted school wide. Each afternoon we instruct a T.R.I.B.E.S. 
community meeting in our classroom. Each classroom has a different T.R.I.B.E.S. 
name: 

 Ms. Darnell & Mrs. Winkles- The Blue Dolphins 
 Mrs. Woods & Mrs. Johnson- The Red Robins 
 Mrs. Khan & Ms. Hammond- Learning Ladybugs 
 Ms. Jenks & Ms. Kliesrath- The Yellow Starfish 

What we are learning this month: 

Math 

 Shapes 
 Counting 

 
ELA 

 Story elements 

 Beginning, middle, and ending sounds 

 Rhyming 

 Vowels 

 Sentence structure 

 Narrative writing 

Social Studies 

 Fire Safety 

Science 

 Seasons 

 Trees, apples, and pumpkins 

 Day & Night (animals, moon, sun) 

Continued... 
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Kinder News, continued... 

Academic Websites: 

 http://www.kids.nationalgeographic.com  
 http://www.switcheroozoo.com 
 http://www.reading.ecb.org  
 http://www.seussville.com  
 http://www.abcya.com 
 http://www.funbrain.com  
 http://www.pbskids.org  
 http://www.starfall.com  
 http://www.storylineonline.net  
 http://www.highlightskids.com  

First Grade News 

We’ve had one successful month of first grade and are looking forward to many more.  
Your child is adjusting well and is becoming more independent each day.  As we get 
back into the school routine, please be sure your child gets enough sleep.  It is 
important that first graders get plenty of rest and are prepared each day to actively 
learn.  Also check your child’s FISH book to see their specials schedule in order to 
know when they attend PE. On PE days students need to wear tennis shoes so they can 
participate in the fun activities Mrs. Newsome has planned. 

Your child is working on earning Joeys. Joeys are a positive reward given to students 
who show responsibility, patience, and caring towards others. Each student who earns 
50 or more Joeys will be invited to the Joey Fest at the end of each 9 weeks. The Joey 
Fest is a celebration to praise our great students.  Ask your students each Friday how 
many Joeys they have! 

Your child also has a Brag Tag. A Brag Tag is another form of positive reinforcement 
for those students who use the 17 life skills during our daily routine. We’ve learned 
about each life skill and talk in depth about them daily. When students earn that life 
skill’s tag it is put on their Brag Tag for all to see when they wear it each Friday. 
Encourage your child to use such life skills like organization, cooperation, persever-
ance, etc. 

Sincerely, 

First Grade Teachers 

http://www.funfactoryforkids.com/Our Center.html
http://www.kids.nationalgeographic.com
http://www.switcheroozoo.com
http://www.reading.ecb.org
http://www.seussville.com
http://www.abcya.com
http://www.funbrain.com
http://www.pbskids.org
http://www.starfall.com
http://www.storylineonline.net
http://www.highlightskids.com
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First Grade News, continued... 

First Grade is Nut Free  

We have several students with nut allergies.  Keep this is mind when packing your 
child’s lunch and bringing items to lunch to celebrate your child’s birthday. We 
would appreciate if you would only bring popsicles for the class. No ice cream, 
cookies, or cupcakes.   Thanks! 

 Weekly Homework Overview 

Sight words:  

You are responsible for practicing your child’s list of sight words with them each 
night. They will be assessed on periodically in class. Please don’t write or check on 
the paper in the FISH Book.  This is for us to keep track of the words your child 
masters.  

Word Work: 

You are responsible for making sure your child completes their daily tasks using their 
specific 10 pattern words and 5 individual words. Each week these words will be  
written on the back of the word work homework.  

Reading: 

You are responsible for assisting your child while reading the Scholastic Weekly  
Readers  and answering the comprehension questions at the end of each issue.    

Math: 

You are responsible for helping your child complete the math skills review each 
week.  There will also be a weekly problem to solve. PERFECTION IS NOT 
EXPECTED, just student work! Students should work independently at showing their 
math thinking using pictures, numbers, and words.  

How can my student earn Joeys? 

First Grade Teachers look for students who exhibit these life skills on a daily basis. 
When seen, the student will be recognized and awarded with a Joey.   

    Responsibility: Completing all homework for the week by Friday.   

    Patience: Having self-control in the hallway. 

    Cooperation: Participating in classroom activities.                    

    Friendship: Being helpful and caring towards others. 

    Integrity: Behaving and not pulling a card the entire week. 

    Perseverance: Working hard and not giving up during challenging activities.  

Remember, students must earn 50 or more Joeys in order to attend the Joey Fest.  

With the possibility of earning six a week, your student should have no problem 
earning more than enough Joeys.  As always, continue to encourage your child to do 
their best! 

Joey Fest will be  
October 17th.  
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Second Grade News 

Welcome to Second Grade!  

This is our monthly grade level newsletter that will be sent home each month. Here 
you will find which standards your child will be learning in all subject areas for that 
month. We will also list important dates and other information deemed important. We 
look forward to working and learning with each one of you!  

*Transportation Notice* 

 ALL TRANSPORTATION CHANGES MUST BE IN WRITING! E-mail or 
phone calls will not  be accepted to make changes. This  is effective immediately 
as per county policy.  

 Thank you for ensuring that your child wears tennis shoes on P.E. days! Please 
refer to your child’s Specials rotation schedule.   

 Please have your child bring a light jacket or wear layers because classroom 
teachers are not able to adjust the thermostats. Thanks!  

 If your child wishes to purchase ice cream, the cost is $1.  

 Please remember to cut out and send in your BOXTOPS to your child’s teacher. 
We earn 10 cents per BoxTop.  

 
Students should be able to: 

Literacy:   

 Begin  to identify and compare characters and setting, begin summarizing a text, 
begin to identify the main idea (theme), use phonics to decode simple words in 
grade-appropriate material, use knowledge of letter-sound correspondences and 
high frequency words to orally read grade level text, begin to self-correct and self-
monitor comprehension, tell a story or recount an experience of books on grade 
level text 

Writing: 

 Write texts in which students introduce a topic and revise.  

Math:  CCGPS unit 1: Extending Base Ten Understanding 

 SW: understand the value placed on the digits within a three-digit number 

 Recognize that a hundred is created from 10 groups of 10 

 Use skip counting strategies to skip count by 5’s, 10s, 100s 

 Represent numbers to 1000 by using numbers, names and expanded form 

 Compare two digit numbers using > < =  
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Second Grade News, continued... 

Social Studies:  

Geographic Understandings SS2G1 The student will locate major topographical 
features of Georgia and will describe how these features define Georgia’s surface.  

 a. Locate all the geographic regions of Georgia: Blue Ridge Mountains, Piedmont, 
Coastal Plain, Valley and Ridge, and Appalachian Plateau.  

 b. Locate the major rivers: Ocmulgee, Oconee, Altamaha, Savannah, St. Mary’s, 
Chattahoochee, and Flint.  

Science: 

 S2P1: Students will investigate the properties of matter and the changes that occur 
in objects. 

Homework  

Homework will consist of a monthly Math calendar, where students will complete 1 
problem a night. Reading homework is 20 minutes of reading a night and must be 
documented on a reading log/calendar. There will also be assorted homework sent 
home with a focus on Science and Social Studies.   

Third Grade News 

The 3rd grade team at WCE wanted to take some time to give a big thank you to all of 
the parents who sent wish list supplies in to our classrooms!  This year was a huge 
year for donations and we just cannot express how thankful we are for your support.  
The supplies that we have received will be a great help throughout the coming school 
year. 

Thank you, 

Kathy Barber                      

Cheryl Bellinger                   

LaTosha Cheeseboro  

Pam Michael 

What to wear: 

· WCE follows the county wide dress code policy addressed in the Henry County 
Schools handbook.  Please refer to this manual for any dress code questions.  

· Specials are underway!! Please make sure to wear tennis shoes for P.E. We will not 
have time to change shoes before specials begin. 

Contact Us! 

Kathy Barber                        

kbarber@henry.k12.ga.us 

Cheryl Bellinger                     

Cheryl.bellinger@henry.k12.ga.us 

 

LaTosha Cheeseboro  

Latosha.cheeseboro@henry.k12.ga.us 

Pamela Michael 

pamelabmichael@henry.k12.ga.us 

mailto:kbarber@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:Cheryl.bellinger@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:Latosha.cheeseboro@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:pamelabmichael@henry.k12.ga.us
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Fourth Grade News 

Welcome to 4th grade where we aim HIGH! 

Hogans Ivory Green Hause 

The 4th Grader 

Learning in 4th Grade 

Every student needs a journal for each subject. 

Homework is given every day except Friday.  Students are able to complete the HW 

on their own because it is always a review of classwork. 

 

4th graders have incredible energy and emotion! Most 4th graders tend to have 
bursts of enthusiasm, followed by the need for rest and relaxation. However, they 
are still concrete thinkers and need to learn by constantly doing something.  Either 
they are creating, putting on plays, writing stories, reading books, playing games, 
and using manipulatives to support abstract math concepts. 

Social 

Studies is 

Yellow 

Science 

is Red 

Math is 

Green 

Reading 

is Blue 

Language 

Arts is 

Purple 

Probes 

and  

Exemplars 
are Black 

In Social Studies students will locate where Native Americans settled specifically 
the Inuits, Kwakiutl, Nez Perce, Hopi, Pawnee, and the Seminole. They also have to 
find out how they used their environment to obtain food, clothing, and shelter. 
In Science they have to describe the roles of organisms and the flow of energy 
within an ecosystem. In addition they have to identify factors that affect the survival 
or extinction of organisms such as adaptation, hibernation, and external features. 
Although most 4th graders are not fond of Math they don’t realize they use it every 
day. In September they will continue working on Place Value and Number Sense 
however they will always * Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
*Reason abstractly and quantitatively.* Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others. * Model with mathematics. * Use appropriate tools strategical-
ly. * Attend to precision. * Look for and make use of structure. As well as look for 
and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
Reading and Writing is an everyday exper ience.  Students engage effectively in 
a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas while clearly 
expressing their own. 

Monday is Writing and it’s due on Friday and Language Arts is due on Tuesday 
Tuesday is Social Studies and it’s due on Wednesday 
Wednesday is Math and it’s  due on Thursday 
Thursday is Science and it’s due on Friday 
Friday –NO HOMEWORK 
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Fifth Grade News 

 Please check your child’s lunch account weekly. 

 Students may bring a healthy snack to include water, daily. 

 Purple Communication folders will go home weekly, please sign and return 
promptly! 

 Agenda/ Communication Notebooks should be signed daily. 

 Students should be reading every night for at least 30 minutes 

 Students should be practicing math strategies on the internet: firstinmath.com 

Tribal Learning Community 

Words of the Month 

Tribes are a way to help students achieve because they: 

– feel included and appreciated by peers and teachers 
– are respected for their different abilities, cultures, gender, interests and dreams 
– are actively involved in their own learning 
– have positive expectations from others that they will succeed. 
 
The clear purpose of the Tribes process is to assure the healthy development of every 
child so that each one has the knowledge, skills and resiliency to be successful in a 
rapidly changing world. 

The words we are going to focus on this month are:  

• INTEGRITY-to be honest, sincere and of sound moral principle 
• INITIATIVE-to do something simply because it needs to be done 

 

 
Roofing  Residential  Commercial   

770-872-4696     www.excel-build.com 
 

155 Westridge Pkwy Suite 223;  
McDonough, GA 30253 

Continued... 

firstinmath.com
http://www.excel-build.com/
http://www.excel-build.com
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Fifth Grade News, continued... 

COMING UP IN: 
MATH:  

 ORDER OF OPEREATION 

 MATHEMATICAL EXPRESSIONS 

 MULTIPYING/DIVISOIN 

 DECIMALS 

ELA: 

 INFORMATIONAL WRITING 

 PARTS OF SPEECH 

SCIENCE: 

 LAB SAFETY 

 CELLS/MICROORGANISMS 

SOCIAL STUDIES: 

 CIVIL WAR 

 RECONSTRUCTION 

 

Contact Information for the 5th Grade Team 

lquillen@henry.k12.ga.us 

margaret.kirshner@henry.k12.us 

gschwartz@henry.k12.ga.us 

pam.brantley@henry.k12.ga.us  

michael.schwartz@henry.k12.ga.us 

leigh.spivey@henry.k12.ga.us 

kamisha.wiley@henry.k12.ga.us 

mailto:lquillen@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:margaret.kirshner@henry.k12.us
mailto:gschwartz@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:pam.brantley@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:michael.schwartz@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:leigh.spivey@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:kamisha.wiley@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:billie@theschoolnewsletter.com

