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Contemporary Global Issues  
 
What are key challenges facing the world in the 21st century?  

 

P R E V I E W  

Brainstorm answers to each question. Record your answers here, and then discuss as a class.  

• What population challenges does the world face today? 

  

• What environmental challenges does the world face today?  

 
• What are the challenges and benefits of economic globalization?  

 
• What types of conflict does the world face today?  

 
 
Key Content Terms  
  

genocide    globalization   comparative advantage  

greenhouse effect   common market   ethnic cleansing 
 

 

Wrap Up: Write your answer to the following question in complete sentences (at least 5). 

 

Which of the four types of challenges do you think most impacts the world today? 
Why? 
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Processing: Complete this part on your own for an additional activity grade 
in your World Geography or World History course.  Submit it in before 
Friday, May 1st.   
 
The United Nations has assigned you to investigate a contemporary global problem. 

Choose the issue you would like to study (changes in world population, managing 

natural resources, patterns of global economic interaction, or conflict, cooperation, 
and security) and do research on the internet to find a country that is currently 

dealing with this issue.  

 

Write a one- to two-page report or create a PowerPoint/Prezi slideshow that 

includes: 

• the name of the country you are studying and where it is located 

• a detailed description of the problem 

• an analysis of the historical forces that brought this problem about 

• what has been done to solve the problem 

• your recommendations as to how to best manage this problem in the future 

• a list of your internet sources, the actual html:// web addresses that you used to 
find information.  Do not cite Google, Bing, or any other ‘search engine’.  These are 

not sources, they are a collection of links.  Cite the actual links to pages you clicked 

on in the search engine… 
 

You may email your work to mr.ffenn@gmail.com. 

Be sure to attach your Word/PPT file, or the link to your Prezi or other web 
resource.   
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