
 

Syllabus 

 

Course Name: AP World History 
 

Instructor: Mr. Frank Fenn 

  

Office Hours: Virtually: M, W, F;  10am – 12pm, or as requested. 
Face-to-Face:   By appointment 
 

Contact 
Information: 
 

Text/Phone: 678-369-1089 
Twitter:  @MrFfenn 
Google+: mr.ffenn 
Skype: mr-fenn 
Facebook: Mr.Fenn@groups.facebook.com 
Email: ffenn@henry.k12.ga.us 

Description: AP World History is a rigorous, college-level course designed to explore human 
history from 8000 B.C.E. to the present. We will emphasize the development of 
analytical and writing skills necessary for success on a collegiate level. To this end, the 
course devotes considerable time to the critical evaluation of primary and secondary 
sources, analysis of historiography (The principles, theories, or methodology of 
scholarly historical research and presentation) and inquiry into global connections 
that have shaped our present world. A special emphasis will be given to preparation 
for the National AP Exam, including historical writing through essay and document-
based questions (DBQ) as well as objective evaluations.  
 

Course Material: 
 

Embedded in GradPoint. 

Prerequisites: 
 

Successful completion of 7th Grade. 

Completion Time: 
 

2 semesters / 36 weeks (18 wks. each)  

Late Policy: Assignments must be posted by midnight (EST) to be considered on time.  Once they 
are posted, they are considered finished and ready for grading.  You have up to five (5) 
school days after an assignment is due to submit it. There is a ten percent penalty for 
each day that an assignment is late (maximum of 50%).  No assignments are accepted 
after the fifth school day. If you have difficulties accessing or posting an assignment, 
please email or call your instructor immediately.    

Grading 
Categories: 
 

 

Lesson Assessments and Tasks 30% 
Unit Assessments and Culminating Tasks            50% 
Semester Final Exam 20% 

 

Grading Scale: A (90-100%), B (80-89%), C (74-79%), D (70-73%), F (69% or below) 
 

Academic Integrity: Impact Academy gives students the opportunity to achieve academically through an 
online environment. Students have a responsibility to conduct themselves with the 
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highest standards of honesty and integrity. Any attempt to cheat, plagiarize, falsify 
information, or receive credit for work you did not do will be considered dishonest 
behavior and will be dealt with accordingly by the instructor and administration.  
 
The following are examples of some, but not all, acts that are considered dishonest 
behavior:  
 
1. Plagiarism (representing another's ideas, words, expressions, or data in writing or 
presentation without properly acknowledging the source).  
 
2. Submitting work through the use of another person's password/login is considered 
dishonest behavior. Student logins/passwords are confidential information that 
should not be shared with others. Any assignments, work, or projects posted while 
using another student's login will be considered plagiarism.  
 
3. Cheating (intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized material, 
assistance, or study aids in any academic work). Cheating includes copying another 
student's work and submitting it as your own.  
 
4. Performing work or taking an examination for another student.  
 
5. Falsification and/or misrepresentation of data (submitting made up data or 
sources).  
 
6. Computer crimes (damaging computer programs, hacking, constructing viruses, 
introducing viruses into a system, copying programs, etc.)  
 
Academic dishonesty will result in one or more of the following actions:  
 
· A zero on the assignment  
· Removal from the course  
· Failure to receive credit for the course  
· Loss of eligibility to earn credits through Impact Academy 
.  Other appropriate disciplinary action.  
 
All Impact Academy students are required to take their final exams/end of course 
tests in a face-to-face setting with a proctor. The performance on the final exam 
should closely match the work on assignments and other quizzes and tests. Impact 
Academy teachers have may require that students perform other tasks or 
undergo additional assessments in proctored situations.  
 

Support Café: Teachers and administrators are available to discuss topics with parents and students 
during Support Café.  Please check the Impact Academy calendar located on the 
schoolwires website for café dates and times.  Parents and students may also schedule 
meetings or conferences by contacting teachers directly. 
 

Extra Help: I will be glad to help any student with questions or address any concerns. Please feel 

free to contact me anytime by phone, email or Skype for assistance or to schedule a 

face-to-face meeting.  You will receive a response within one business day.   

 



The Course: 

The purpose of the AP World History course is to develop an understanding of changes over time as it 

relates to the global processes and contacts.  The course highlights the nature of changes in international 

frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies. 

Textbook:  (to be given out at Open House or by appointment) 

Bentley, Jerry H. and Ziegler, Herbert F.  Traditions and Encounters, A Global Perspective on the Past, 

McGraw-Hill.  3rd Edition.  

Replacement cost: $86. 

Units of Study:  (with percentages of content on the APWH Exam) 
The textbook divides itself chronologically into seven periods of historical study. We will use those terms 
and descriptions while introducing the varied format the Advanced Placement programs use, the terms will 
eventually become interchangeable.  
 

Unit I: Technological and Environmental Transformations: 3500-600 B.C.E - 5 % 
a. Prehistory  
b. Mesopotamia and Indo European Migration  
c. Egypt and Early African Civilization  
d. *Indian Civilization  
e. *Chinese Civilizations (Shang-Chou)  

*Note: we will not necessarily proceed chronologically. For the sake of continuity and theme, we will 
move from era to the next examining one era: example India will be studied two eras at a time as 
there is significant overlap. This will happen frequently.  
 
Unit II: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies: 600 B.C.E to 600 C.E - 15% 

a. ^Persian Civilizaiton  
b. Chinese Unification (Chin-Han)  
c. *Classical India  
d. ^Greek Civilization (Hellenic and Hellenistic)  
e. ^Roman Civilization  
f. ^Civilizations along the Silk Road  
f. Meso-American civilization  

^Note: some civilizations have an overlapping history and are often taught in conjunction together. 
For example Greek and Persian history (not Rome surprisingly) are often interwoven and may be 
taught together.  
 
Unit III: Regional and Transregional Interactions: 600 C.E to 1450 C.E - 20% 

a. Byzantium  
b. Islam  
c. Tang and Song China  
d. India and the Indian Ocean Basin  
e. -Development of Western Europe  
f. Nomadic Empires  
g. Sub-Saharan Africa  
h. -Western Europe during the High Middle Ages  
i. Mesoamerica and Oceania  
j. Cross Cultural Interactions  

 
 
 



Unit IV: Global Interactions: 1450 to 1750 C.E - 20% 
a. Transoceanic Encounters and Global Connections  
b. >Transformation of Europe  
c. New Worlds America and Oceania  
d. Africa and the Atlantic World   
e. The Empires of the Islamic World  
f. The Russian Empire in Europe and Asia  

>Note: Chapter 24 is incomplete for preparation for both the AP World and AP European Tests, we 
will supplement it with the McKay text.  
 
Unit V: Industrialization and Global Integration: 1750-1914 C.E - 20% 

a. Revolutions in the Atlantic World  
b. The Makings of Industrial Society  
c. The Americas in the Age of Independence  
d. ^Societies at Crossroads  
e. ^The Building of Global Empires  

 
Unit VI: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments: 1914 to the Present – 20% 

a. World War I and Upheaval  
b. ^An Age of Anxiety  
c. ^World War II  
d. The Bipolar World  
e. The Retreat from Empire  
f. A World Without Borders  

 
Themes: 

Theme 1: Interaction Between Humans and the Environment 
Theme 2: Development and Interaction of Cultures 
Theme 3: State-Building, Expansion, and Conflict 
Theme 4: Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems 
Theme 5: Development and Transformation of Social Structures 
 
The Goal: 

The over goal for you to pass the AP Exam at the end of the year.  If you work hard you will have a better 

chance of doing well on the exam.  Unlike U.S. history, which covers 250 years, you will be covering 10,000 

years in a span of 36 weeks.  With that in mind, you will be expected work hard.   

Reading and Vocabulary Quizzes: 

Chapter reading and vocabulary quizzes will be embedded within each unit of study, and there will be 

several in each unit. 

Unit Tests: 

At the end of each unit there will be a test.  You will be expected to be prepared for it on your own.  If you 

are not in attendance on the day of the test you will have 3-4 days to make it up.(One would prefer not to 

miss because that would just put you that much more behind).  There is no study guide for the test.    

 

 



Document Based Assignments (DBQs) 

DBQs will be given as part of each Unit Test.  On your AP exam at the end of the year these play a major role, 

so doing these throughout the year are of the utmost importance.   

-These will count as a test grade. 

-Must be turned in on time.  There should be no reason you would not be able to do the DBQ.  Depending on 

the situation I will take late DBQs but overall, if they are late your grade will be lowered automatically, per 

Impact Academy late work policy. 

AP Exam: 

The conclusion of the course offers the student the opportunity to take the Advanced Placement exam for 

college credit. The test available in May is the AP World History test. This test is accepted at a large majority 

of colleges and universities and depending on the score achieved (1-5) varying amounts of credit or 

placement may be achieved. The test is not required for completion of this course. However, in the place of 

taking the “actual test” those students electing not to take the current test will take, for credit, a final exam. 

Students have a wide variety of reasons for not completing the AP test, but that shouldn’t prevent them from 

experiencing the cumulative final exam. There will be a final activity, but the final “exam” will be the AP test 

mentioned above. The exam will be distributed on the days to be announced by the College Board. 
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