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SUMMER ASSIGNMENT - Bookcard Format 
 

 

CREATE READING CARDS AS YOU READ THE TEXT. Reading cards will help you practice the close reading techniques and 

critical reading skills you will need in order to English/ Language Arts assessments. The English/Language Arts curriculum requires 
you to comprehend much more than just what happens in a work of literature. 
 

 
 

In choosing books, the National Council of English Teachers advises teachers to “consider the contribution which 
each work may make to the education of the reader, its aesthetic value, its honesty, its readability for a particular 

group of students, and its appeal to adolescents.”  The criteria for choosing a book to be read by an entire class are 
somewhat different from the criteria for choosing works to be read independently.  As most books of literary merit 

deal with the nature of humanity, each may contain what some believe to be controversial material; however, College 
Board encourages students to read widely from a variety of different cultures and backgrounds.   

 
THE TEXT:  East of Eden by John Steinbeck 
 
THE CARDS: Please do not use colored cards (some of the dark ones are hard to read) 
 

Read through the entire assignment so that you understand each part of the assignment before you begin to read your novel.  Then 
using 5 X 8 lined on one side notecards complete the following: 
 

 Except for cards #7 and #12 (see below), complete notes and annotations in preparation for the cards as you read. Do 
NOT wait until you finish the novel.  

 Since the assignment requires a close reading of the text, the information you must collect cannot be found in movies, plot 
summaries, or Sparknotes. USE OF THESE AIDS IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED! 

 You will need about 12 5x8 note cards,  

 DO NOT COMPLETE THE CARDS IN ORDER. For instance, you might find a striking figure of speech in the first 
paragraph of the book and complete card #8 first. Or, you may not find an interesting figure of speech until the last page of 
the book. 

 You may write on the backs (unlined sides) of the cards. 

 Write the “category” in big, bold letters on the first line of every card. Write the number of the card in the upper left corner of 
each card. 

 Cite page numbers where you are asked to do so. 

 Cards must cover the entire span of the novel you choose to read. The cards, taken together, must show that you have 
read the entire book. 

 The required information on cards should be easy to find and understand, but the cards are tools, so they will not be 
perfectly neat “final drafts.” Feel free to use lists and bullets for information unless the instructions tell you to use complete 
sentences. 

 

PREPARE YOUR CARDS AS FOLLOWS: 
Answer ALL questions, and follow ALL directions PRECISELY!!!  Check your work before handing it in. 
 

Card #1: BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY (9 points).  On the lined side, write a bibliographic entry.  Use MLA style.  
 

Card #2: SUBJECT (9 points).  What is the book about? (NUMBER YOUR ANSWERS!) 
1. Give a brief plot summary of your book. 
2. Make a list of three general topics or ideas that categorize the themes in your book (for example: love, revenge, 

grief, dealing with divorce, parent-child relationships, etc.). Each general topic should be no longer that a word or 
two, or a short phrase. 

 

Card #3: CONTEXT (9 points).  NUMBER YOUR ANSWERS! 
What is the 1.  time (support by quoting lines from the text and citing the page numbers) 
  2.  place (support by quoting lines from the text and citing the page numbers) 
  3.  situation (support by quoting lines from the text and citing the page numbers) 

 

Card #4: AUDIENCE (9 points). NUMBER YOUR ANSWERS! 
1. What audience might the book appeal to? To whom is the author telling his or her story? 



2. Why do you think so? 
3. Describe this audience, using at least FIVE characteristics (What do they like/dislike? Share? Think? Believe? 

Do? Want? Respect? etc.) 
 

Cards #5: PURPOSE (9 points).  NUMBER YOUR ANSWERS! 
To examine writing critically, we must always consider why the writing was created. 

1. What is the purpose or reason the author had for writing the text? Consider: What does the author want the 
audience to take away? What does the author want us to “get out of it”?  

2. What happened or what was said in the book has helped you come up with your answers?  
 

Card #6: NARRATOR (9 points).  NUMBER YOUR ANSWERS! 
1. Who is the narrator of the story? If the author uses different narrators, describe them all. (Don’t describe the 

author. Novels are fiction; therefore, THE NARRATOR IS NOT THE AUTHOR.)  
2. Does the narrator have any particular bias that could influence his or her information? What experiences does 

the narrator bring to the work? Cite lines and page numbers from the work. 
3. What is the narrator’s attitude toward book’s subject and events? How do you know? Cite lines and page 

numbers from the work. 
 

Card #7: ORGANIZATION (9 points).  NUMBER YOUR ANSWERS! 
1. Examine the entire book and identify how the author organized the text – into chapters? headings? subheadings?  
2. Did the author use chronological order?  
3. Were there changes of narrator? If so, were the changes made in some sort of logical order?  
4. Do you think the organization was important to the author achieving his or her purpose. Explain your answer.  

 

Card #8: STYLE – FIGURES OF SPEECH (9 points).  NUMBER YOUR ANSWERS! 
Find an example of a figure of speech in the book (metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, symbol, or allusion). 

1. Record the example from the work cite the line and page number 
2. Which figure of speech is it? 
3. Explain what this particular figure of speech means in the book. Do not simply define the term; explain its 

meaning. What is the author saying? (In trying to explain the figure of speech, do not merely repeat it.)  
 

Card #9: STYLE – SYNTAX (9 points).  Make a chart with the following columns:   
 

Sentence # First 4 words of 
each sentence 

Verbs Number of 
words in the 
sentence 

Observation 

     
 

 Choose a page somewhere in the middle of the book and find five sentences in a row you will analyze using the 
chart. (Be sure to cite the page number.) 

 Number the sentences (1 to 5), write in the first 4 words of each sentence, list all the verbs in each sentence, 
note the number of words in each sentence, and write an observation about the sentence’s structure and/or 
meaning. 

 Under the chart or on the back of the card, write an observation—based on the chart—about the author’s style.  
 

Cards #10 and #11: KEY PASSAGES (2 cards—10 points). 
Choose what you believe are TWO (NUMBER YOUR ANSWERS!) of the most important phrases, quotes, or excerpts 
from the book. Write out each passage and under each one, explain in three to five complete sentences why you think 
each passage is important. 
 

Card #12: PERSONAL RESPONSE (9 points).  NUMBER YOUR ANSWERS! 
Complete this card only after you have read the entire book and completed cards #1 through #11.  

1. What was your impression of the book? Write in complete sentences. 
2. What were your emotional reactions, positive and/or negative? Write in complete sentences. 
3. What connections were there to your own interests and experiences? Write in complete sentences. 

 

Cards must be completed and ready to turn in on August 10, 2015 by 4:00pm. 


