
Toolkit of Differentiated Instruction 

Strategies for Differentiated Instruction Eight Block Chart 

Differentiate by Content Differentiate by Product 

Input 

 Adapt the way you deliver 
information to the student 

 Consider learning preferences, 
interest and choices 

 Adjust the work space or learning 
environment 

Output 

 Adapt the way the student responds 

 Include a variety of student 
response formats 

 Vary opportunities for application 

 Adjust the level of complexity of the 
product 

Differentiate by Process 
Time 

 Adapt the number of minutes, 
hours, or days you allow for task 
completion 

Assessment and Grouping 

 Adjust the group size or composition 

 Consider student readiness and prior 
knowledge 

 Monitor progress and adjust 
instruction accordingly 

Level of Instructional Support 

 Adjust the amount of assistance for 
a student 

 Adjust the difficultly and complexity 
of instructional materials 

Participation 

 Adapt the extent to which a student 
is actively involved in the task 

 Adjust the number of opportunities 
students have to respond within a 
certain time frame 

 Adjust instructional pacing. Consider 
collaboration skills and work habits 
required 

Size 

 Adapt the number of items that a 
student is expected to complete 

Instructional Intensity  

 Adjust the range and/or number of 
examples 

 Adjust the explicitness of instruction 

 Vary the rate of release 

 Math the student’s zone of proximal 
development 

 



Differentiation by Content 

Input 

 Adjust the way you deliver information 

 Consider learning preferences, interest and choice 

 Adjust the work space or learning environment 

Strategies 

 Lectures coupled with graphic organizers 

 Choice of books 

 Multiple texts 

 Student-centered questioning strategies 

 Multiple levels of questions 

 Whole-to-part and part-to-whole explanations 

 Varied computer programs/supplementary materials 

 Open-ended activities 

 Mini-workshops to reteach or extend skills 

 Jigsaw 

 Explorations by interest 

 Tiered activities and labs 

 Independent studies 

 Initial engagement 

 Stations/centers 

 Tape-recorded materials 

 Simulations 

 Problem-based learning 

 WebQuests/online scavenger hunts/virtual field trips 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Differentiate by Product 

Output 

 Adapt the way the student responds 

 Include a variety of student response formats 

 Vary opportunities for application  

 Adjust the level of complexity of the product 

Strategies 

 Options for varied modes of expression 

 Varying scaffolding on the same graphic organizer 

 Open-ended activities 

 Negotiated criteria 

 Tiered products 

 Alternative assessments 

 Learning contracts 

 Varying organizers 

 Simulations 

 Student-centered writing formats 

 Varying product possibilities 

 

 

 

Differentiate by Process 
Time 

 Adapt the number of minutes, hours, or days you allow for task completion 

Strategies 

 Varied pacing with anchor options 

 Personal agendas 

 Anchor activities 

 

 

 

 



Differentiate by Process 

Assessment and Grouping 

 Adjust the group size or composition 

 Consider student readiness and prior knowledge 

 Monitor progress and adjust instruction accordingly 

Strategies 

 Student-teacher goal setting 

 Flexible seating 

 Think-pair-share by readiness, interest, learning profile 

 Use of collaboration, independence, and cooperation 

 Mini-workshops to reteach or extend skills 

 Jigsaw 

 Explorations by interest 

 Alternative assessments 

 Compacting 

 Spelling by readiness 

 Interest grouping 

 Literature circles 

 Group investigation 

 Teams, games and tournaments  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Differentiate by Process 

Level of Instructional Support 

 Adjust the amount of assistance for a student 

 Adjust the difficulty and complexity of instructional materials 

Strategies 

 Choice of books 

 Use of reading buddies 

 Varied journal prompts 

 Varied computer programs/supplementary materials 

 Varying scaffolding on the same graphic organizer 

 Computer mentors 

 Mini-workshops to reteach or extend skills 

 Games to practice mastery of information and skill 

 Multiple levels of questions 

 Multiple texts 

 Tape-recorded materials 

 Flexible reading formats 

 Highlight/retype key print materials 

 Digests of key materials 

 Cubing/tiered assignments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Differentiate by Process 

Participation 

 Adjust the extent to which a student is actively involved in the task 

 Adjust the number of opportunities students have to respond within a certain 
time frame 

 Adjust instructional pacing 

 Consider collaboration skills and work habits required 

Strategies 

 Use of reading buddies 

 Varied journal prompts 

 Varied pacing with anchor options 

 Flexible seating 

 Think-pair-share by readiness, interest, learning profile 

 Use of collaboration, independence and cooperation 

 Jigsaw 

 Games to practice mastery of information and skill 

 Independent studies 

 Literature circles 

 Stations/centers 

 Group investigation 

 Teams, games and tournaments 

 Problem-based learning 

 

 

Differentiate by Process 

Size 

 Adapt the number of items that student is expected to complete 

Strategies 

 Homework options 

 Multiple texts 

 Learning contracts 

 Varying scaffolding on the same graphic organizer 

 Cubing/tiered assignments 

 



Differentiate by Process 

Instructional Intensity 

 Adjust the range and/or number of examples 

 Adjust the explicitness of instruction 

 Vary the rate of release 

 Match the student’s zone of proximal development 

Strategies 

 Homework options 

 Use of reading buddies 

 Varied journal prompts 

 Varied supplementary materials 

 Varying scaffolding on the same graphic organizer 

 Varying organizers 

 Mini-workshops to reteach or extend skills 

 Tiered activities and labs 

 Multiple texts 

 Graduated rubrics 

 Flexible reading formats 

 


