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Degrees That Get You Hired 

Corporate consulting firm Challenger, Gray & Christmas polled 100 human resource professionals to find 

out what graduating students this year can expect from the job market in 2010, and, specifically, which 
degrees have the best odds of helping students get jobs. 

No. 1 - Health Care Degree 
Graduates with degrees in health care will find the most success in 2010, according to Challenger. In 
fact, more than one in four (26.3 percent) HR professionals picked health care as the best bet for job 
security. Nurses are receiving the most job offers in this category.  

No. 2 - Business Administration Degree 

A business degree is the most popular bachelor's degree in the country. Graduating with a degree in 
business administration puts job seekers in the second strongest position overall, just behind health 
care, according to the Challenger survey.  

No. 3: Computer Science Degree 
Graduates who study computer science, which ranks as the third most valuable degree in today's job 
market, are indispensable. Choose a computer science degree and you’re just about recession proof. 

No. 4 - Accounting/Finance Degree 

Finance and accounting graduates can expect their fortunes to improve as the economy improves. This 
“safe” degree is important for all categories of businesses. 

No. 5 - Engineering Degree 
It might surprise you to learn that engineering degrees are ranked fifth in terms of employment - and 

not first - but don't start feeling sorry for engineers just yet. According to a survey by the National 
Association of Colleges and Employers, eight of the top 10 best-paid majors are in engineering. 
  

Computer Engineering: $60,879 
Mechanical Engineering: $58,392 
  
No. 6 - Marketing Degree 

Demand remains strong for marketing graduates in the business world, though a more general business 
administration degree, ranked number two overall, gets the edge in today's tight job market because of 
its broader application. 
  

Adapted from a report by Chris Kyle for Yahoo! Education 
 
All salary information from the National Association of Colleges and Employers' Winter 2010 Salary 

Survey, which looked at starting salary offers for new Class of 2010 college graduates. 
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