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How can a bird use its feet to fly? You will find out how when you read "Feet for Flight." Read the story, and
then answer the questions that follow.

Feet For Flight
by Michael L. May

      Birds fly with their wings, right? But did you know that many birds also use their feet to fly? Some birds
need them for takeoffs and landings. Other birds use their feet to control flight speed.
      In order for the American coot to get off the ground, it must make a running start across the water. Other
birds, such as the mallard duck, can jump right out of the water and into flight. But coots are too heavy and need
to build up speed. Like an airplane rolling down the runway, a coot runs across the surface of the water until it
reaches flight speed, then lifts off and flaps away.
      Being airborne doesn't mean that the footwork is over. Some birds use their feet to slow down in flight. Now,
it might seem that a bird could just stop flapping its wings and reduce speed. But it's not that simple. If you stop
pedaling your bicycle when you're going downhill, you'll eventually slow down when you reach the bottom. But
you still need brakes. Without brakes, flying birds and speeding bicycles can't stop fast enough.
      One bird that uses its feet as air brakes is the graylag goose. When this bird comes in for a landing, it dangles
its feet like small parachutes. The rushing air pushes against the broad, webbed feet and slows the goose down,
allowing it to make a smooth landing in the water.
      For some birds, even air brakes are not enough. Mute swans extend their webbed feet forward when landing.
When their feet hit the water, the swans ski across the surface until they gradually slow and plop safely into the
pond or lake.
      So bird flight is more than just feathers and wings. It's feet, too. Whether taking off or landing—birds depend
on their feet for flight.

1.       The LAST sentence in this story is used by the writer to

A. sum up what he has said in the story.
B. add a new, surprising fact to the story.
C. explain why birds need their feet for landing.
D. describe some ways birds use their wings and feet together.
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This story tells about long-ago times and a girl named Minna. She cannot go to school. To find out why, read the
story and then answer the questions that follow.

from The Rag Coat
by Lauren Mills

     The summer I was eight, Papa called me over to his rocking chair. I climbed on his lap and he said, "You're
getting big, Minna."
     "Too big for laps?" I asked.
     "Not too big for mine," he said softly, "but too big to still be at home. It's nearing time you went to school."
     I could hardly hold back my smiling just thinking about all the friends I would have. But I didn't want to
leave Mama without a helper. "Papa," I said, "I can't go to school. Mama needs me here."
     Papa just looked at me real steady and said, "They have books at school, Minna. You can learn things from
those books that you can't learn at home."
     "But I don't have a coat, Papa," I quietly reminded him. . . .
     School started in September. Mama said I could go, but I decided not to. I still didn't have a coat to wear, and
I knew it was no use starting something I'd have to quit when the weather turned cold.
     Other mothers who had children in school came over to quilt with Mama. I called them the Quilting Mothers.
That fall they were all working on a pattern called Joseph's Coat of Many Colors. I looked at it and said, "That
Joseph sure was lucky to have such a coat. I wish I had one like that."
     "Why do you say that, Minna?" Mrs. Miller asked me.
     "Because then I could go to school," I said, a little embarrassed that I had mentioned it.
     "Well now, Minna," said Mrs. Miller, "I don't know that any of us has a spare coat we could hand you down,
but I'm sure we have some scraps to spare. We could piece them together, and you'd have a coat like Joseph's
after all." Mrs. Miller looked around the room, and the other mothers nodded. . . .

My eyes filled with tears, but I wasn't embarrassed anymore. . . . Mama smiled and shook her head, and I saw tears in
her eyes, too.
2.       Minna needed a coat so that she could

A. go to school.
B. help her mother.
C. sit in her father's lap.
D. help the mothers make quilts.
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Ferdinand is eager to reach the ocean in this story, "The Shell." Read the story to find out why, and then answer
the questions that follow.

from The Shell
by Paul Koning

      "Can you hear it?" asked Ferdinand, holding the huge conch shell up to his sister's ear. His eyes were wide
with excitement.
      "No," said Julia, leaning away from him on the long seat in the back of the minivan. "Leave me alone."
      Big sisters can be a real pain. And Ferdinand ought to know, because he has two of them.
      He put the shell to his own ear. He heard a mighty rushing sound and imagined huge waves breaking on a
deserted beach.
      The family was headed for the ocean right now, and Ferdinand could not wait to catch his first glimpse of the
sea. He had read about it in so many stories and, of course, he'd seen pictures of it on TV. But this was his first
chance to actually see it, jump in it, smell the salty air, and watch the seagulls bank and wheel in the sky. There
aren't too many oceans in North Georgia, their father always says, and then he tells a long story about grandpa's
fishing boat off the coast of Veracruz.

3.       From the story we know that Ferdinand enjoys

A. reading stories.
B. teasing his sisters.
C. eating conch stew.
D. going to visit his grandpa.

4.       In the story, Julia felt that Ferdinand was

A. a friend.
B. a pest.
C. messy.
D. mean.
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Jamie's family is moving. He is worried about it. Read the story to find out why he is worried and then answer
the questions that follow.

What About My Goldfish?
by Pamela Greenwood

      We're moving. Dad got a new job. Mom told me today. I went out on the porch and hugged my dog. Mom
followed me.
      "What if Freckles won't leave home?" I asked.
      "Her home is with us," Mom said.
      "What if we can't find her when it is time to move?"
      "Don't worry, Jamie. We won't leave without her."
      I took Freckles for a walk through our neighborhood. I didn't want her to forget it.
      The next day I told my teacher we were going to move.
      "We'll miss you, Jamie." Ms. Dillow put her hand on my shoulder. "When are you moving?"
     "Dad said we have to sell our house first." Maybe no one will buy it, I thought. I told my friends at recess.
     "Where?" "Why?" "When?" they asked.
     "Can we still be friends?" asked Joe.
     "I think so," I answered.
     "Can I have your goldfish?" Terry asked. "The water will spill out if you try to move them."
     Mom fixed apple slices for my after-school snack.
     "What about my goldfish?" I asked.
     "What about them?" Mom said.
     "Freckles will miss them," I said. "She likes to watch Skunk and Merlin play together when I am at school."
     "We'll take them with us," Mom said.
     "Won't the water spill?"
     "We'll put them in a big jar. With a lid."
     "Oh," I said. "Freckles will be glad."
     "What about Joe?"
     Mom laughed. "We can't take him with us."
      "Can we still be friends?"
      "You can always keep your friends."

5.       In this story, Jamie is worried about moving because he wants to keep

A. the same school.
B. his pets and friend.
C. the same house.
D. his porch swing.
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Johnny's Room

"JOHNNY!!!!!!"

Oh no—that's Mama yelling!
Is it your dirty sock mountain she has been smelling?
Could it be your room is a mess?
Johnny, please do confess!

Baseball cards stuck to banana peels hiding with cracker crumbs under the clothes pile
Dust bunnies, crumbled paper, crayons and toy critters line Johnny's sticky, sloppy mile
Mama is mad and standing with her shovel!
Where are you Johnny—boy are you in trouble!

"JOHNNY!!!!!!"

Mama yells again, and this time Johnny finally appears
She hands him the big shovel, and smiling she says, "Start digging through your mess, my dear!"

6.       What has Mama been smelling?

A. dust bunnies
B. crayons
C. dirty socks
D. crackers

7.       What did Johnny do?

A. He broke some toys in the room.
B. He forgot to clean his room.
C. He left crackers out on his floor.
D. He came home late for dinner.

8.       What will Johnny most likely do next?

A. make a bigger mess
B. try to hide from Mama
C. start cleaning up his room
D. ask Mama to help him
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The Princess and the Star

by Toby Speed

     Long ago, when the stars first made their designs in the sky and came unstuck from time to time, a princess made
a wish.
     If I had a star, thought the princess, I'd wear it in my hair, or somewhere.
     That evening, while she was outside playing, a shooting star swished overhead. The princess shut her eyes,
wished, and POP! Little Star twinkled before her.
     "Oh, you're perfect!" cried the princess, clapping her hands. But Little Star darted away, lickety-split.
     The princess ran after him, but when she reached the castle, he was gone. Then she heard a giggle from way up
high.
     "Tee, hee, hee!" giggled Little Star, dancing on the ledge.
     "Silly star," said the princess, laughing. She plucked an apple from a nearby tree and threw it at him, but he
cartwheeled out of sight. Grabbing another apple, she scrambled over the windowsill and up the tower stairs.
     Around and around, higher and higher she ran until she came to the room at the top. It was locked up tight. Just a
bit of starlight twinkled through a very tiny keyhole in the wooden door.
     Without a sound, the princess took a knife from her pocket and cut the apple down through the middle. She put
one half of the apple in each hand. Then she sat down, closed her eyes, and pretended to be asleep.
     Pretty soon Little Star poked himself through the keyhole. In an instant, the princess leaped up and clapped him
inside her apple.
     "Throw me back into the sky," said Little Star.
     "No," said the princess.
     "If you throw me back," said Little Star, "I will grant your next wish. What do you wish for?"
     "Stars," she said. "Little stars. Big stars. Candy stars. Night-light stars. Stars for my buttons. Stars in my pockets.
Any kind of stars. I love stars."
     "Then plant this apple with me inside," Little Star said. "When you come back tomorrow, you will find a tree full
of stars."
     "If you can give me such a special tree," said the princess, "I will let you go." And she hurried downstairs to plant
the apple.
     The next day she came back to find an ordinary-looking apple tree.
     "Where are my stars?" wondered the princess. She looked between the branches and under the leaves. No stars
anywhere. Then she pulled off an apple and, with her knife, sliced it open from side to side. Right in the middle of
each half was a perfect cutout star! The princess opened another apple and another. In each she found two cutout
stars.
     "Why, you did keep your promise," said the princess, amazed. "Now I'll keep mine. You'll be happier in the sky,
Little Star." She dug up Little Star's apple and opened it. At once he streaked upward toward home. All he left behind
was his starprint in every apple, and he made sure he was never caught again.

9.           The princess found a star by

A. following a star to an apple.
B. cutting the apple in half from side to side.
C. looking under the leaves of an apple tree.
D. climbing in the branches of a tree.

10.           If Little Star came down again, the princess would probably

A. throw apples at Little Star.
B. lock up Little Star.
C. thank Little Star again.
D. trick Little Star again.
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Answer Key

1. A) sum up what he has said in the story.

2. A) go to school.

3. A) reading stories.

4. B) a pest.

5. B) his pets and friend.

6. C) dirty socks

7. B) He forgot to clean his room.

8. C) start cleaning up his room

9. B) cutting the apple in half from side to side.

10. C) thank Little Star again.
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