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Read the story to find out what scientists really did with a spider named Arabella and then
answer the questions that follow.

Arabella the Spider

Arabella was a spider with a special talent. She could build the best spiderwebs at Marshall
Space Flight Center. Her skill at constructing webs landed her a job as the first spider to go up
in space.

Scientists knew that Arabella would have problems building webs during the space flight.
There is no gravity out in space. Everything is weightless and will float if not attached to
something stable. Scientists wanted to see if Arabella could adapt to weightlessness.

Arabella didn't know that she was weightless in space, but when she took her first step, she
knew that something was wrong. Her eight legs seemed useless as she slid across the wall of
her cage.

Nevertheless, Arabella quickly learned to move in her cage. On Earth, Arabella would spin
a long, sticky thread and let the wind attach it to a plant. But there was no wind in the
spaceship; so she had to carry the thread from corner to corner and attach it to the frame by
herself.

Arabella tried to find a new way to conquer each problem. Her first webs in space were not
very neat, but after three days she was able to build a web as perfect as the ones she had made
on Earth. However, there were no insects to get caught in her web; so the astronauts fed her
bits of steak instead. In this way they helped her overcome her only unsolved problem.

1.       What does the word stable mean in paragraph 2?

A. heavy
B. strong
C. large
D. unmoving

2.       The word constructing in paragraph 1 means

A. finding.
B. fixing.
C. making.
D. moving.

3.       The word conquer in paragraph 5 means

A. add.
B. overcome.
C. cause.
D. understand.
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4.

In the words weightless and useless, the suffix –less means
A. without.

B. like.

C. having less.

D. full of.

Read this story about Calvin's race and then answer the questions that follow.

Calvin Wins

   The starter yelled to the runners, "Take your lanes!" Calvin slowly walked up to lane six, the outside lane.
Although this lane wasn't the best position, Calvin felt good about the race.
   Calvin looked at the faces of the other runners. They looked like they wanted to win too. But Calvin knew he
could win because he had worked hard. He was ready.
   "On your mark! Get set! Go!" shouted the starter. Calvin took off like a shot.
   Later, his family and friends were looking at his first place trophy and ribbon. His friend Lou asked him,
"When did you know you had won?"
   Calvin handed an old picture of himself to Lou. The picture showed a smiling child holding himself up with a
pair of crutches. Metal leg braces were around both tiny legs. Calvin grinned and said, "Every time I run, I'm a
winner."

5.       Which word in the passage means almost the same as location?

A. trophy
B. position
C. outside
D. winner

6.       Who was in the old picture?

A. Lou
B. Calvin
C. the starter
D. Calvin's family

7.       What happened AFTER Calvin's family and friends looked at his trophy?

A. Calvin walked to the outside lane.
B. Calvin looked at the faces of the other runners.
C. The starter yelled to the runners.
D. Calvin showed Lou a picture.
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8.       Why did Calvin think he could win the race?

A. He took off like a shot.
B. The other runners looked nervous.
C. He had worked very hard.
D. He was in lane six, a good position.

Protecting the Pandas
by Robin L. Santos

            The wind whistles down the cold, snowy mountains in China. All is quiet in the bamboo forest below.
Suddenly—CRUNCH, CRACK, SNAP! A bearlike creature appears out of the bamboo. For hours, the animal
munches on one bamboo shoot after another. Then slowly, it lumbers over to a hollow tree, squeezes itself in, and
falls fast asleep.
            Many people recognize this animal by its white and black markings. Do you? It's a giant panda! Giant
pandas have lived in the mountains of China for thousands of years. But now these special creatures are in danger
of dying out. Some scientists say there are fewer than 1,000 giant pandas left in the wild in China.

Pandas in Danger

            Pandas need a lot of food to survive. They sometimes eat fish and small rodents. But their main food is
bamboo. A panda can eat up to 85 pounds of bamboo in just one day!
            Long ago, finding bamboo was easy for pandas. China had many bamboo forests. But people have cut
down more and more of these forests to make room for villages and farms. So pandas are losing their homes and
their food. Sometimes the pandas starve.
            Another danger for pandas is poachers. Poachers are people who hunt and kill animals, even though it is
against the law. Poachers hunt pandas. Then they sell their skins in foreign countries for lots of money.

People Helping Pandas

            Many people from around the world are working to help save giant pandas. Some people in China have
set up special areas, called reserves, where the pandas can be safe.
            On the reserves, workers try to protect pandas from poachers. They also stop villagers from cutting down
bamboo forests. Sometimes workers buy land from villagers who live on the reserves. Then they can plant more
bamboo for the pandas.
            More bamboo forests and fewer poachers should help more pandas survive in the future.

9. Which word means the OPPOSITE of the word fewer?

A. more
B. stop
C. add
D. less
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10. Which word sounds the same as main?

A. mine
B. man
C. may
D. mane

11. The root word of dying is

A. dye.
B. did.
C. die.
D. died.

12. A reserve is a place where

A. pandas are kept in cages.
B. villagers can cut bamboo.
C. pandas are protected.
D. people go to catch pandas.
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How does a boy get to be a king? Read this story about King Henry to find out and then answer the questions
that follow.

The Green Time
from Henry and Mudge in the Green Time

by Cynthia Rylant

Beside Henry's House was a big green hill.
Late on summer days, Henry and Mudge went to the top of the green hill.
They looked down.
They saw Henry's white house.
They saw Henry's blue bike.
They saw Henry's wooden swing.
On top of the green hill, Henry felt big.
He felt like a king.
He saw his things below him, and he felt very big.
"I am King of the Green Hill," Henry said.
He looked at Mudge.
"You are my dragon."
Mudge wagged his tail.
"Your name," Henry said, "is Fireball."
Mudge wagged again.
"And you are very scary," Henry said.
Mudge wagged some more.
Henry and Mudge marched all over the top of the green hill.
They met other kings who had dragons.
They chased them away.
They met monsters.
Mudge ate them.
They marched and marched till they could march no more.
Then they found a magic tree on the green hill.
It was a tree for kings and dragons who were tired.
Henry and Mudge sat down under the tree.
Henry put his arms around Mudge.
They were glad for a magic tree.
They closed their eyes.
And a boy and a dog slept, together, on the green hill in their green time.

13.       Which word means the opposite of late?

A. early
B. after
C. last
D. before

14.       Where did Henry and Mudge go to sleep?

A. in Henry's house
B. on Henry's swing
C. next to the blue bike
D. under the magic tree
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15.       When Henry was a king, what was Mudge?

A. a monster
B. a prince
C. a dragon
D. a dinosaur

16.       Where did Henry and Mudge go on summer days?

A. to the white house
B. to the wooden swing
C. to the top of the green hill
D. to the bicycle path in the park

17.       Which of these could happen in real life?

A. Henry and Mudge found a magic tree.
B. Henry and Mudge went to the top of the green hill.
C. Henry and Mudge met other kings who had dragons.
D. Henry and Mudge met monsters and chased them away.

18.       What made Henry feel like a king?

A. being with Mudge
B. having a blue bike
C. having a wooden swing
D. being on the hill
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Moving to a new home is sad if you have to leave a pet behind. Read this story about Faith and her pet, Josefina,
and then answer the questions that follow.

from The Josefina Story Quilt
by Eleanor Coerr

     It was May 1850. Faith was excited. They were going to California in a covered wagon. "Please," Faith asked
Ma, "can I take Josefina?"
     Josefina was her pet hen and Faith loved her. She liked the way Josefina snuggled in her arms. She liked the
way Josefina followed her around. Ma was baking bread for the long journey. "Ask your Pa," she said.
     Pa and Faith's brother, Adam, were loading the wagon. "Please, Pa," Faith said, "please can I take Josefina?"
     "There is no room in the wagon for pets," Pa said.
     "That isn't fair," said Faith. "Adam can bring his colt."
     "A colt is not a pet," said Pa. "A colt can carry a load of corn. . . ."
     Faith's eyes filled with tears. She ran back to the house. Ma sat down in the rocker and held Faith on her lap.
"We all must leave things behind," she said gently. "I love this rocker, but there is no room for it in the wagon."
Faith gulped down her sobs.
     "I have looked after Josefina since she was a little chick," she said. "What will happen to her?"
     "Perhaps a neighbor will take her," said Ma. . . .
     Early in the morning the wagon was ready. It had blue trim and a white cloth roof. Ma stood back to admire
it. "A big flowerpot on wheels!" she said. "Isn't it beautiful?"
      Faith did not answer. She was worried about Josefina.
     "Did you pack the food?" Ma asked Pa. "And my kitchen things?" Pa nodded. "Then that is everything except
the bedding," said Ma. Faith thought sadly, "And Josefina."

19.

Ma was baking bread for the long journey.
      In this sentence, what does the word journey mean?

A. job
B. trip
C. wagon
D. morning

20. In the story, Adam and Pa were loading the wagon. Which prefix could you add to the beginning of loading to
give it the OPPOSITE meaning?

A. re-
B. ex-
C. in-
D. un-
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21.

Ma stood back to admire the wagon.
      What does the word admire mean?

A. to decorate with paint
B. to load with boxes
C. to look at with pride
D. to clean and polish

22.       Which word means the opposite of early?

A. late
B. ever
C. soon
D. after

23.

Use an antonym of the bold faced word to fill in the blank.

A pauper is someone that is very poor, and a king is usually very ____________.

A. poor
B. kind
C. smart
D. wealthy

24.

Parker's mom purchased some pants that were too small for him. She bought the _____________ size.

Which of these words would BEST complete this sentence?

A. correct
B. incorrect
C. correctly
D. correcting

25.

Devon's family was going to the baseball game in three hours. He asked his mom again and again what time they
were leaving. She told him that he was being impatient.

Which of these explains the meaning of impatient?

A. waiting
B. not ready
C. not patient
D. more patient
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Answer Key

1. D) unmoving

2. C) making.

3. B) overcome.

4. A) without.

5. B) position

6. B) Calvin

7. D) Calvin showed Lou a picture.

8. C) He had worked very hard.

9. A) more

10. D) mane

11. C) die.

12. C) pandas are protected.

13. A) early

14. D) under the magic tree

15. C) a dragon

16. C) to the top of the green hill

17. B) Henry and Mudge went to the top of the green hill.

18. D) being on the hill

19. B) trip

20. D) un-

21. C) to look at with pride

22. A) late

23. D) wealthy

24. B) incorrect

25. C) not patient
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