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The Lucky Stone

     Teddy had a flat, smooth, green stone. He called it his lucky stone.

     At school, Teddy wrote with his left hand. His right hand held the stone. When he scored well on a test, he
thought it was because of the stone. When Teddy played softball he put the stone in his shoe. When his team won, he
thought his stone was the reason.

     One day Teddy got ready for school as usual. He grabbed his backpack and his lunch. He said goodbye to his
parents and got on the bus. As he sat down, Teddy put his hand in his pocket. His stone wasn't there!

     Teddy had a math test that day. He needed his lucky stone. Teddy worried all the way to school. He worried
during reading. He worried during lunch. He worried as his teacher passed out the test. "Well," Teddy thought, "I
have studied hard for my test. I will just have to do my best." He finished his test and handed it to his teacher. He
watched her grade it. He did very well!

     Later, Teddy found the stone on the kitchen table. "You forgot your stone," his mother said.

     "It's okay," Teddy replied happily. "I didn't need it after all."

1. Where did Teddy look for his lucky stone FIRST?

A. in his pocket
B. in his lunch bag
C. in his backpack

Ad for School Play

2. Who is the main character in this show?

A. the author
B. the parent
C. the emperor
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Dear Grandpa

Dear Grandpa,

     Thank you very much for the presents you sent me! I was so happy on the day they came. I had a feeling they
would be delivered on Friday. I was right! I ran into the house and started to rip them open.

     The first box I opened was the set of books. I have already read two of them. I love to read about animals, so they
are perfect. I have learned a lot of facts from the books. I also liked the joke book. I have been telling everyone I
know some of the jokes I read.

     I also like the basketball. I have used it every day since I got it! Mom, Dad, and I were playing with it all
weekend. I think I am going to be a good basketball player this season.

     Thank you so much for the presents. When you come over next week, I can tell you some funny jokes. Maybe we
can play basketball, too!

                                                 Love,
                                                 Mokeena

3. Which tells how Mokeena felt when her presents arrived?

A. excited
B. proud
C. silly

4. What are some of Mokeena's books about?

A. basketball
B. presents
C. animals

5. What is one thing Mokeena wants to do when Grandpa visits?

A. open presents
B. read books
C. tell jokes
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Show and Tell

     Sofia was shy. Next week was show-and-tell week. Sofia just shook her head when Mr. Robinson asked everyone
to be thinking of what to bring to school. She didn't want to speak in front of the class. She was scared.

     On Monday, show-and-tell week began. Martha brought in all kinds of shells that she found at the beach. Sofia
liked to look at them and say their names. Sofia liked what the others shared, too. She really liked the ball made of
hundreds of rubber bands.

     On Tuesday, Joe played the violin for the class. Steve was next. He brought in his pet rabbit.

     On Wednesday and Thursday more children brought things from home. They showed pictures, new games, books,
and favorite toys.

     By Friday, Sofia was the only one left. Mr. Robinson said, "Sofia, it is your turn to share."

     Sofia shook her head.

     Mr. Robinson handed Sofia some chalk. He whispered into her ear, "I know you can draw. Draw a picture on the
board."

     Sofia walked to the board and drew a picture of a horse with a girl riding it. It was a beautiful picture. All the
children in class clapped. Sofia smiled.

6. On what day did Sofia share her show-and-tell?

A. Wednesday

B. Thursday

C. Friday

7. Which happened FIRST in the passage?

A. Martha showed her shells.
B. Joe played the violin for the class.
C. Sofia drew a picture on the board.

Bees
      People keep bees in hives so they can keep the honey the bees make. The bees collect nectar and pollen from
flowers to make honey. The queen bee lays eggs. The big male bees are called drones.
8. Bees live in

A. flowers.
B. nectar.
C. hives.

9. Which sentence is true about the queen bee?

A. She is called a drone.
B. She makes pollen.
C. She lays eggs.
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10. Bees make honey from

A. drones.
B. eggs.
C. nectar.

Birdhouses

    The carpenter makes beautiful birdhouses. First, he cuts the wood with a saw. He uses sandpaper to make the
wood smooth. Next, he nails the wood boards together with his hammer. He picks out a pretty blue paint to color
the house. He moves his paintbrush back and forth to cover the wood. He lets the birdhouse dry overnight. The
last thing he does is glue on a hook to hang the birdhouse on a tree.

Used by permission of Measurement Incorporated

11.       What does the carpenter use to make the wood smooth?

A. a rag
B. a brush
C. sandpaper

12.       What animal did the carpenter make a house for?

A. a bird
B. a deer
C. a rabbit

13.       What is a good name for this story?

A. "Cutting Wood"
B. "How to Build a Birdhouse"
C. "Carpenters and Hardware Stores"

Fireman

When there is a fire, a fireman must act quickly. First, he must attach the hose to the fire
hydrant. Next, he unhooks the ladder from the fire truck. He puts on his mask to protect himself
from the smoke. The fireman climbs the ladder to a window. He turns on the hose and pumps
the water on the fire. After the fire is out, the fireman goes back to the station. He hangs the
hoses up to dry. His last job is to clean the fire truck.

Used by permission of Measurement Incorporated

 02 WLE Reading Main Idea (02wlereadmainidea)

4



14. When there is a fire, a fireman acts

A. quickly.
B. lazy.
C. scared.

15. The fireman needs a _______ to protect himself from the smoke.

A. hose
B. mask
C. ladder

16. The hose is hooked up to the

A. ladder.
B. faucet.
C. hydrant.

Gardening Instructions

     Gardeners enjoy planting seeds. First the gardener chooses a kind of seed to plant. She uses a shovel to put the
dirt into a pot. Next, she digs a small hole in the dirt with her finger. She puts the seed into the hole and covers it
with dirt. Lastly, she pours a little water onto the seed and places the pot beside a window. The seed now has
everything it needs. Soon the seed will begin to grow into a plant.

17. When does the gardener water the seed?

A. before she chooses the seed
B. after she covers the seed with dirt
C. after she places the pot in the window

How to Make Dumplings
Ingredients
2 cups flour
pinch of salt
1 cup water
Items You Need
a bowl
a pot
a spoon

Directions

Mix water, flour, and salt with spoon.1. 
Roll small pieces of dough into balls.2. 
Boil in water in pot for 15 minutes.3. 
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18.       Dumplings look like

A. pots.
B. balls.
C. bowls.

Octopus

          The octopus lives in the ocean. It has a soft body with eight rubbery arms. An octopus has
no bones. It can squeeze into tiny places. When it needs to hide, the octopus changes color. The
octopus has good eyesight to hunt for its food. It loves to eat crab. For the octopus, life under the
sea is very exciting.

19. An octopus has no

A. eyes.
B. arms.
C. bones.

20. The octopus changes color when it

A. is sick.
B. needs to hide.
C. is about to eat.

Our Vacation

Every summer, our family goes on vacation. We always go to the beach. Before we leave for
vacation, we get up very early and pack our suitcases in the car. My sister always packs way
too many clothes. When everyone is ready to go, we climb into the car and get on the
highway. It takes three hours to get to the beach. When we get to the beach, we are so excited.
We can hardly wait to feel the sand between our toes. Mom and Dad unpack all of our stuff so
that my sister and I can go for a swim. Afterwards, we all go out to dinner for seafood. I love
shrimp. During our week at the beach, we go swimming, we go shopping, we visit the
aquarium, and we play lots of games. We have so much fun that when it is time to go home,
no one wants to leave. Once we are back at home, we miss the beach, but we know we will go
back next year.

Used by permission of Measurement Incorporated
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21.       What does the family do before they leave for the beach?

A. eat dinner
B. pack the car
C. watch television

Road Building

          It takes many steps to build a road. The road workers follow a plan that shows where the
road is going to be. First the workers put up signs to warn any drivers. Then, a bulldozer clears the
dirt away. Next, a cement mixer pours cement on the cleared path. A roller truck makes the road
smooth. Last, a striper truck paints the yellow lines in the center of the road. Now the road is
ready.

22. A road building team needs

A. a roller truck, a striper truck, and a tow truck.
B. a bulldozer, a cement mixer, and a roller truck.
C. a bulldozer, a roller truck, and a street sweeper.

Seeds that Move

      Most plants grow from seeds. Trees grow from seeds, too. But do you know how a seed sprouts in a new place?
How do seeds move?
      Some seeds fly on the wind. They are small and the wind carries them.
      Some seeds stick to animals. They cling to animal fur. The animal goes to a new place. When the seed falls off it
has a new home.
      And the birds move seeds. They eat seeds. Then they fly to a new place and drop the seeds they ate.
      Seeds travel to a new home to grow! The wind, animals, and birds help.

Copyright © 2001 Measured Progress.

23. Seeds move by

A. wind, animals, and rain.
B. wind, animals, and birds.
C. animals, wind, and snow.

24. Animals carry seeds in their

A. teeth.
B. fur.
C. ears.

25. Which of these is NOT true?

A. Seeds fall off animals.
B. Seeds cannot move.
C. Birds drop seeds.
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Answer Key

1. A) in his pocket

2. C) the emperor

3. A) excited

4. C) animals

5. C) tell jokes

6. C) Friday

7. A) Martha showed her shells.

8. C) hives.

9. C) She lays eggs.

10. C) nectar.

11. C) sandpaper

12. A) a bird

13. B) "How to Build a Birdhouse"

14. A) quickly.

15. B) mask

16. C) hydrant.

17. B) after she covers the seed with dirt

18. B) balls.

19. C) bones.

20. B) needs to hide.

21. B) pack the car

22. B) a bulldozer, a cement mixer, and a roller truck.

23. B) wind, animals, and birds.

24. B) fur.

25. B) Seeds cannot move.
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