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The Story of Andre is a book about a seal who really lived in Maine with a family. Read the
passage from The Story of Andre and then answer the questions that follow.

Andre Becomes a Celebrity
by Lew Dietz

As Daddy continued his training of the seal, more and more people began gathering at the
seawall to watch. When they clapped, it was easy to see that Andre enjoyed the attention.

My father put a beach ball into the pen and taught the seal to swim about with the beach
ball balanced on his nose. Then Andre would toss it into the air for Daddy to catch. One day
we heard a lady say, "Why that seal is almost human!"

Daddy said to Andre, "Perhaps we ought to tell the nice lady that you're only acting like a
seal. Doesn't she know that seals were pushing things around with their noses a million years
before humans learned to throw a rock?"

So it wasn't at all hard to have Andre do things seals had been doing for a million years.
Since seals leap into the air when they are feeling playful, Andre leaped through a motorcycle
tire hung up in his pen. Seals are curious, too, so when objects were thrown into the water,
Andre would chase after them and bring them back.

When a little boy in the audience yelled, "Hey, how do you catch a seal?" my father tied a
knot on the end of a rope and tossed it into the water. Andre grabbed the knot and began
tugging. Daddy hauled Andre onto the dock. "That's one way to catch a seal, son," he said.
"But first you should get to know the seal."

I suppose a bear has to be taught to ride a bicycle, and a poodle has to be taught to stand on
its hind legs and drink tea. Daddy didn't bother with that sort of nonsense. He asked Andre
only to do things that seals have always done, except, of course, for a few silly things.

For instance, this is how he taught Andre to pretend to be ashamed of himself. One day,
seeing Andre stretched out with one flipper over his eyes, he said, "Andre, aren't you ashamed
of yourself?"—and right away gave him a fish. The very next time he asked Andre, "Aren't
you ashamed of yourself?" the seal stretched out and hid its eyes with its flipper.

It was just a wonderful game to Andre.

1.       This writing is BEST described as

A. a friendly letter.
B. a poem.
C. fiction.
D. nonfiction.
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Some animals are little and cute, some animals are big and brave, and some animals are dirty! Read the story
about a very dirty animal and then answer the questions that follow.

Dirty Henry
by Lucy Dickens

     Henry never looked neat. Even when Lily brushed him, he still looked wild and wooly. As soon as Lily
turned her back, Henry ran off with his friends and got dirty.
     He jumped into muddy ponds, played hide and seek at the farmer's, searched the trash for tasty bones, dug for
rabbits in burrows, and always rolled in the blackberry patch at the bottom of the garden before he came in for
supper.
     One day, Lily and her mother met him in the garden. "You're not coming in until Miss Pink has given you a
shampoo and haircut!" scolded Lily's mother.
     Lily dragged Henry to Miss Pink's. Henry looked at Miss Pink. "I do like a challenge!" she exclaimed to Lily.
"Come back in two hours."
     She grabbed Henry and plunged him into a sink full of hot soapy water. Just as Henry started to recover from
the shock, Miss Pink turned a cold shower over his head.
     At last, Henry was swept up into a warm, dry towel and rubbed all over. He even opened his eyes again. But
there was worse to come.
     Miss Pink whipped out a large brush and started pulling at the tangles and knots in Henry's hair. And when
that was finished, she started to cut his hair with a snip! snap! snip!
     Henry watched his hair fall to the floor in chunks. Then she put what was left of his hair into curlers and
popped him under the hairdryer. Henry closed his eyes once more.
     When Henry dared to open his eyes again, he blinked. "There!" stated Miss Pink with satisfaction. "Don't you
look nice!"
     But when Lily arrived to take him home, Henry wouldn't look at her. He slunk down the street. He wouldn't
come out from under his favorite chair for supper.
     But when no one was looking, Henry came out and ran into the garden. And that's where Lily found him—in
the blackberry patch, rolling on his back.
     "Oh, Henry!" she said as she hugged him. "I like you better when you're happy and dirty!"

2.       What kind of writing is "Dirty Henry"?

A. poetry
B. nonfiction
C. folktale
D. fiction
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How can a bird use its feet to fly? You will find out how when you read "Feet for Flight." Read the story, and
then answer the questions that follow.

Feet For Flight
by Michael L. May

      Birds fly with their wings, right? But did you know that many birds also use their feet to fly? Some birds
need them for takeoffs and landings. Other birds use their feet to control flight speed.
      In order for the American coot to get off the ground, it must make a running start across the water. Other
birds, such as the mallard duck, can jump right out of the water and into flight. But coots are too heavy and need
to build up speed. Like an airplane rolling down the runway, a coot runs across the surface of the water until it
reaches flight speed, then lifts off and flaps away.
      Being airborne doesn't mean that the footwork is over. Some birds use their feet to slow down in flight. Now,
it might seem that a bird could just stop flapping its wings and reduce speed. But it's not that simple. If you stop
pedaling your bicycle when you're going downhill, you'll eventually slow down when you reach the bottom. But
you still need brakes. Without brakes, flying birds and speeding bicycles can't stop fast enough.
      One bird that uses its feet as air brakes is the graylag goose. When this bird comes in for a landing, it dangles
its feet like small parachutes. The rushing air pushes against the broad, webbed feet and slows the goose down,
allowing it to make a smooth landing in the water.
      For some birds, even air brakes are not enough. Mute swans extend their webbed feet forward when landing.
When their feet hit the water, the swans ski across the surface until they gradually slow and plop safely into the
pond or lake.
      So bird flight is more than just feathers and wings. It's feet, too. Whether taking off or landing—birds depend
on their feet for flight.

3.       "Feet for Flight" is which kind of writing?

A. folktale
B. fiction
C. poetry
D. nonfiction
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Sometimes children are made to do things they do not wish to do. "My Mom Made Me Go to Camp" tells how
one child felt about going to camp. Read it and answer the questions.

from My Mom Made Me Go to Camp
by Judith Delton

     "Camp," I said. "I'm not old enough to go to camp."
     "Sure you are," said my mom. "Camp is fun. You will weave baskets and swim and fish and learn the names of
wildflowers. You will put up a tent and gather firewood. You will roast hot dogs and marshmallows over an open
fire."
     The marshmallows sounded like fun.
     The grass got greener. The sun got warmer. Flowers started coming up in our yard. And school was out. I knew it
was summer.
     "We have to shop for your camp things," said my mother.
     "What things?" I said.
     "Shoes and a swimsuit and a sleeping bag. Shorts and bug spray and a first-aid kit."
     "I don't want to sleep in a sleeping bag. I hate bugs. And I don't want any first aid."
     "You'll have a good time," said my mother. "We have a lot to do. I have to sew labels in all your clothes."
     "Don't they know who I am?" I cried. "I don't want to be labeled!"
     "That's just in case they lose your things," she said.
     "Or if they lose ME," I muttered.
     Soon it was time to go to camp. It was pouring rain. I didn't know anybody. And my new sneakers gave me a
blister.
     "Good-by!" called my mother, outside of the bus window. "Have a good time! Don't go into deep water! Be
careful near the fire! Take your vitamin pill! Write me a postcard!"
     The bus started and soon my mother was just a little dot in front of the drugstore. I was on my way to camp.

4.       What kind of writing is "My Mom Made Me Go To Camp"?

A. a poem
B. a story of everyday life
C. a letter
D. a folk tale
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Ferdinand is eager to reach the ocean in this story, "The Shell." Read the story to find out why, and then answer
the questions that follow.

from The Shell
by Paul Koning

      "Can you hear it?" asked Ferdinand, holding the huge conch shell up to his sister's ear. His eyes were wide
with excitement.
      "No," said Julia, leaning away from him on the long seat in the back of the minivan. "Leave me alone."
      Big sisters can be a real pain. And Ferdinand ought to know, because he has two of them.
      He put the shell to his own ear. He heard a mighty rushing sound and imagined huge waves breaking on a
deserted beach.
      The family was headed for the ocean right now, and Ferdinand could not wait to catch his first glimpse of the
sea. He had read about it in so many stories and, of course, he'd seen pictures of it on TV. But this was his first
chance to actually see it, jump in it, smell the salty air, and watch the seagulls bank and wheel in the sky. There
aren't too many oceans in North Georgia, their father always says, and then he tells a long story about grandpa's
fishing boat off the coast of Veracruz.

5.       "The Shell" is an example of which kind of writing?

A. poetry
B. fiction
C. folktale
D. nonfiction
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Many thousands of years ago, people did not have books. They had other ways to pass on messages. Read the
story to find out about some of these ways, and then answer the questions that follow.

The Story of Books
by Harry Ellwood

Getting the Message Across

     A long, long time ago, people tried to think of different ways to pass on messages to each other. The first
people lived in caves. They sometimes drew pictures on the cave walls to tell stories. We can still see some of
these pictures today.
     In Africa, some people sent messages by beating drums. Different rhythms had different meanings. The
ancient Greeks used a shiny piece of metal to flash messages using the sun's rays.

How Writing Began

     Then people invented writing. Some people, such as the Egyptians, used pictures to represent words. We call
this kind of writing hieroglyphics.
     Later, people began to write using an alphabet. They wrote a different symbol for each sound in their
language. We call these symbols the letters of the alphabet. There are many different kinds of alphabets in the
world today.

From Clay to Paper

     Finding something to write on wasn't always as easy as it is today. In the early days, people tried writing on
slabs of clay. Then they baked the clay. Sometimes it broke, and the writing could not be read.
     People also tried cutting letters into stone. This was hard work—and just imagine carrying a stone block to
school with your homework written on it!
     Then, in Egypt, people discovered that a plant called papyrus could be made into thin sheets for writing on.
(You can see where we get our word paper.)
     The Egyptians rolled up long sheets of paper and attached wooden rods to the ends. These were called
scrolls. Later, someone had the idea to cut the scrolls into pieces and tie the pieces together down one side.
     And that's how the first book was made!

6.       This story is called nonfiction because it tells about

A. cave people of long ago.
B. people living in Egypt.
C. true events in history.
D. people writing messages.

Healthy Bones: How to Make Strong Bones
By: Center for Disease Control

So you've got the message that you need to eat and drink plenty of foods with calcium and do lots of weight-bearing
physical activity. But I bet you're wondering why these things give you powerful bones. Check it out...

Calcium Makes Bones As Strong as Steel!
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When your body makes new bone tissue, it first lays down a framework of collagen. Then, tiny crystals of calcium
from your blood spread throughout the collagen framework. The hard crystals fill in all the nooks and crannies.
Calcium and collagen work together to make bones strong and flexible.

Too Little Calcium Makes Bones Weak!

Your body needs calcium to do lots of things. Calcium helps your muscles work so you can throw a softball. It helps
send out nerve impulses. If you touch something hot, for instance, your brain quickly gets the message to say, "Ouch!"
and move your hand away. It also helps your body heal cuts and scrapes.

Every cell in your body needs calcium. Your bones store calcium for your blood and cells. If your body doesn't get
enough calcium, which can be found in some foods and drinks, it takes it from your bones. And that can make your
bones weak.

From the day you're born, your bones are built and strengthened with calcium. In fact, when you're in your 20s (like,
forever from now), your bones will be their strongest ever.

To make sure your bones are still powerful, even after you're 30, 40 or even 50 (ancient!), you need to get enough
calcium now and keep getting it.

Run, Jump, And Dance To Make Bones Strong!

Are you saying, "I get the whole calcium thing, but why is weight-bearing physical activity so important?" Here's
why: activities like walking and soccer make your bones work against gravity (the force that keeps us from floating
out to space). Bones are living tissue. Weight-bearing physical activity stimulates new bone tissue to form, making
them stronger. Also, weight-bearing physical activity makes muscles stronger, and muscles push and tug against
bones, making them even stronger.

Swimming, which is good for your heart and other muscles, isn't the #1 choice for building bones. Ever notice how
you feel a lot lighter in a pool? Water cuts down on the pull of gravity, so your bones really don't get a good workout.

It Takes Two!

Strong bones need both calcium and weight-bearing physical activity. It's not enough to just eat right or just do lots of
weight-bearing physical activity. It takes both to make bones strong. So jump to it, girlfriend!

7.

Which type of passage would this be considered?

A. play
B. poem
C. fiction
D. nonfiction
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Pandas

     Not very long ago, the giant pandas of China were beginning to starve. The bamboo plants they usually ate were
dying out, so they didn't have enough food. Scientists from both China and the United States began looking for the
hungry pandas. The scientists gave them food and tried to make them healthy again. Chinese and American children
donated pennies to help pay for the special care given to these animals. Now that the pandas are doing better,
scientists are spending more time watching them.

8.          This passage is an example of

A. a poem.
B. a report.
C. a story.
D. a letter.

Chipmunks

     Chipmunks are small rodents related to squirrels. They usually have four or five babies born in late spring or
early summer. The mother chipmunks take care of the babies until they are about three months old. Chipmunks
usually live for about four years.
     Chipmunks mainly eat berries, fruits, nuts, and seeds. In autumn, chipmunks begin to prepare for the winter. They
eat a lot so that their bodies build up a fat layer to keep them warm. Before the winter months when food is hard to
find, they also gather nuts and seeds that won't go bad and store them away in their underground dens where they
sleep for long periods of time. Every so often the chipmunks wake up to eat some of their food. On a sunny day, they
may even run around outside for a while. After playing in the sun, they return to their comfortable homes and go
back to sleep.
     Since they wake up at different times to eat and leave their dens, chipmunks do not really hibernate like other
animals such as some bears and certain bats. Animals that truly hibernate do not eat. They survive off the fat stored
in their bodies and do very little physical movement. Their body temperature is lowered and their breathing and heart
rate slow down considerably. They do not wake up until the temperature rises in the spring.

9.       The passage is an example of

A. a report.
B. a play.
C. a poem.
D. a story.
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Dear Grandma and Grandpa,
     How are you? I am doing fine. What's new? I've been enjoying my summer. I have a paper route to earn some
extra money. I am putting some of it in the college fund that you started for me.
     Besides my paper route, I've been taking swimming lessons from Uncle Vincent. I asked him to help me with my
front crawl. I always seem to get water in my nose and mouth whenever I do that stroke. I'm really good at
swimming the backstroke and the dog paddle. And, if I ever get into any real trouble in the water, I can always tread
water.
     How's the weather in Florida? Here in Georgia it's been very warm. To keep cool, I've been running through the
sprinkler and drinking lots of lemonade. I'm thinking of opening a lemonade stand after my swimming lesson today.
     School starts in about four weeks. I'm going to be in 3rd grade. Can you believe it? My teacher will be Mrs.
Reese. I have heard that she is very nice and makes you work really hard. I will do my best to make you proud of me.
     Mom says that if I keep my grades up that I can take flute lessons at school. I want to be able to play a song or
two for you when you come for the holidays. I can't wait to see the two of you. You might not be able to recognize
me! Maybe, I'll wear a nametag! I've grown two inches and I have grown my hair to my shoulders. Finally, Mom has
let me grow my hair to where I want it. Now, I can wear my fancy barrettes and put my hair in a ponytail.
     Well, that's all for now. Give each other a hug from me. Keep healthy and keep safe.

With love,
Marybeth     

10.       Which of the following BEST describes this passage?

A. fiction
B. nonfiction
C. letter
D. folktale
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Frog Life

Hopping from place to place...
With great ease
With great haste...

Traveling from one pond to another
With a sister or a brother
Or a friend
From one end
To another...

Frogs can walk with their four legs
But would rather jump
From land to stump...

Wouldn't you?
4 fingers on their front feet
5 on their back feet
Sticky tongues to eat
Their treats

A fly, a spider, a worm,
Small animals and more . . .

Watch it roll out its tongue and
Catch one for lunch!

11. This passage is an example of

A. a story.
B. a report.
C. a folk tale.
D. a poem.
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Answer Key

1. D) nonfiction.

2. D) fiction

3. D) nonfiction

4. B) a story of everyday life

5. B) fiction

6. C) true events in history.

7. D) nonfiction

8. B) a report.

9. A) a report.

10. C) letter

11. D) a poem.
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