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First of the Summer Evenings
by Karen Anderson

      It was one of those long summer evenings. The kind in which the crickets chirp and a breeze softly rustles
the trees. It was the kind of evening that follows a scorching hot day when nobody has the energy to do
anything and nobody really wants to anyway.
      David's parents were in the city for a few days, so he was staying at Stephen's place. After dinner Stephen
suggested to his friend that they take their eeling forks and some stale bread and try their luck catching
Awesome the eel.
      Awesome lived in Cooper's River and was the talk of the town.
      According to local sources, no one had ever been close to catching him.
      "If I catch him, I'll be a hero at school," said Stephen.
      In the garden shed the boys filled an old canvas bag with the gear they would need, including Stephen's
father's fishing knife, some rope, a net, and a flashlight.
      His mother insisted they take their sweatshirts, as it would get colder later, and also put in a bottle of orange
juice. The old canvas bag was almost bursting at the seams.
      Grabbing their eeling forks, they set off.
      The two friends walked for a long time along the dusty road, sitting down every now and then to scratch
mosquito bites and to get rid of the stones that became wedged in their sneakers.
      They talked about the eel.
      It lived under the overhanging bank in the bend of the river, and was almost as big as an alligator—they
both agreed on that!
      It had teeth—no, it had fangs, which were stained red from the blood of its many victims, and the floor of
the eel's den was covered with human bones, of all sizes and shapes.
      The eel was crafty too, so crafty he had been seen by only one person in living memory—scrawny little
Sam Tunney from across the river. Sam told the story of his life-and-death struggle with the eel when he turned
up on the school bus covered with cuts, bruises, and bandages.
      From that day on all the kids in the town had tried to get that crafty old eel, and some said they had seen it,
but they couldn't prove anything. Not like Sam, who had the bandages to prove it!

Used by permission of the Wright Group

1.       Why did Stephen want to catch Awesome the eel?

A. to overcome his fear of the eel
B. to prove to David that he could do it
C. so that he would be a hero at school
D. because the eel was a dangerous animal

2.       The word crafty in paragraph 14 means

A. tricky.
B. ugly.
C. mean.
D. bashful.
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3.       Which word means the OPPOSITE of scrawny in paragraph 13?

A. big
B. tiny
C. short
D. fragile

4.       Stephen and David took stale bread with them to

A. throw away.
B. feed to the birds.
C. use as bait for the eel.
D. eat in case they got hungry.

5.       Which sentence BEST explains the meaning of paragraph 4?

A. All of the people in town say the eel can't be caught.
B. Everyone in town says that no one has eeling equipment.
C. The local newspaper has not found anyone who could catch the eel.
D. The people in town say that no one has been able to catch the eel.

6.

Which statement is probably NOT true?

A. Other people had attempted to catch the eel.
B. Awesome the eel was almost as big as an alligator.
C. David and Stephen prepared themselves to catch the eel.
D. Sam turned up on the school bus covered with cuts, bruises, and bandages.

7.       The purpose of this passage is to

A. scare.
B. give information.
C. provide entertainment.
D. persuade.

8.       When did Stephen and David go to the river?

A. in the afternoon
B. during the evening
C. just before daybreak
D. in the middle of the night

9.       A synonym for the word wedged in paragraph 9 is

A. stuck.
B. divided.
C. pointed.
D. attached.
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The Locust

from On the Move

by Judi Tertini

     Locusts can migrate in swarms of millions of insects. These swarms can be as big as clouds and can block out
the Sun, turning day into night.
     Locusts live in tropical and subtropical areas of the world. Most species are found in Africa, where they
migrate in response to the rainy season. Locusts migrate to a wet, rainy area where they will find plenty of food.
Once they reach an area where it is raining, the locusts lay their eggs and then die. By the time the eggs have
developed into adults, the rainy season has moved on to a different area. The new swarm gathers and migrates to
the new rainy area.
     Every few years, huge swarms of locusts gather together and migrate. One swarm may contain millions of
locusts, each eating its own weight in vegetation every day. As the swarm moves through an area, the locusts
devour everything that is green, often damaging crops. Swarms have been known to tower over two miles into
the sky and to cover 100 square miles.
     In 1889, a large swarm of desert locusts was seen crossing the Red Sea. The swarm covered about 2,000
square miles. This is the size of Delaware. In the 1930s and 1940s, huge swarms damaged crops in the
southwestern states and along the Pacific Coast _ and also plundered fields east of the Rocky Mountains.

Used by permission of Wright Group Publishing.

10.       "Sub" in the word subtropical is a

A. root.
B. prefix.
C. suffix.
D. compound.

11.       Swarms of locusts in the past have been big enough to cover

A. Delaware.
B. Canada.
C. an ocean.
D. the Red Sea.

12.       What do locusts eat?

A. dead leaves
B. living plants
C. insects
D. cattle

13.       What is meant by the term "turning day into night" in paragraph 1?

A. traveling toward the Sun
B. making it dark outside
C. migrating early morning to dusk
D. resting during the day rather than at night
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14.       According to the passage, how much can a locust eat in a day?

A. half its own weight
B. its own weight
C. twice its own weight
D. three times its own weight

15.       After locusts lay their eggs they

A. die.
B. migrate.
C. gather with a new group.
D. continue to eat plants.

16.       The word devour in paragraph 3 means to

A. eat.
B. hit.
C. share.
D. waste.

17.       Which word best defines the word swarm?

A. large
B. circle
C. crowd
D. insect

May

     Many historically important and interesting events have occurred in the month of May. The first transcontinental
railroad was completed on May 10, 1869. And, unfortunately, the first auto accident ever recorded occurred in New
York City in May of 1896.
     Two great musicians were born on May 7 in the 1800s. The Russian composer Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky was born
in 1840 and Johannes Brahms, a German composer, was born in 1833. A great Italian painter, Alessandro di Mariano
Filipepi, also known as Sandro Botticelli, was born on May 17, 1445.
     Tragic events also occurred in the month of May. In 1838, the Cherokee people living in Georgia were put into
stockades and forced to leave their homeland. Many years later, in 1937, the Hindenburg airship exploded while
landing in New Jersey, affecting many people.
     Exciting firsts for women occurred in the month of May. In 1932 an American woman, Amelia Earhart, became
the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic. In 1975, Junko Tabei became the first woman to climb Mt. Everest.
The first African-American woman ambassador for the United States, Patricia Roberts Harris, was appointed by
President Lyndon Johnson in 1965.

18.       In 1932, Amelia Earhart became the first woman to

A. climb Mt. Everest.
B. fly solo across the Atlantic.
C. ride the transcontinental railroad.
D. be appointed ambassador for the United States.
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19.       Which sentence is an opinion?

A. The Hindenburg exploded in 1937.
B. Amelia Earhart was the best pilot in the world.
C. Junko Tabei was the first woman to climb Mt. Everest.
D. The first transcontinental railroad was completed on May 10, 1869.

20.       According to the passage, which event occurred in May 1896?

A. Johannes Brahms was born.
B. The Hindenburg airship exploded.
C. The first auto accident was recorded.
D. The first transcontinental railroad was completed.

21.              Amelia Earhart and Patricia Roberts Harris are alike because

A. they were both famous American women.
B. they are remembered because of tragic events.
C. they made important contributions to politics.
D. their personal accomplishments occurred because of presidential decree.

22.           Which person is known by two different names?

A. Patricia Roberts Harris
B. Amelia Earhart
C. Sandro Botticelli
D. Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky

23.              Which is NOT associated with tragedy?

A. New York City
B. the Hindenburg
C. the Cherokee people
D. Alessandro di Mariano Filipepi

24.              Which is the main idea?

A. There are famous birthdays in May.
B. Many important historical events have occurred in May.
C. Women have done important things during the month of May.
D. May is best known for the event that occurred in Georgia.

25.              Which event occurred in New Jersey?

A. Cherokee people were put in stockades.
B. The Hindenburg airship exploded.
C. Tchaikovsky was born.
D. The first auto accident took place.
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Answer Key

1. C) so that he would be a hero at school

2. A) tricky.

3. A) big

4. C) use as bait for the eel.

5. D) The people in town say that no one has been able to catch the eel.

6. B) Awesome the eel was almost as big as an alligator.

7. C) provide entertainment.

8. B) during the evening

9. A) stuck.

10. B) prefix.

11. A) Delaware.

12. B) living plants

13. B) making it dark outside

14. B) its own weight

15. A) die.

16. A) eat.

17. C) crowd

18. B) fly solo across the Atlantic.

19. B) Amelia Earhart was the best pilot in the world.

20. C) The first auto accident was recorded.

21. A) they were both famous American women.

22. C) Sandro Botticelli

23. D) Alessandro di Mariano Filipepi

24. B) Many important historical events have occurred in May.

25. B) The Hindenburg airship exploded.
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