
Name:_____________________________________________ Date:________________________

How to Begin Your Own Book Club

Home / Suggested Reading / Links / Upcoming Events / Contact Us

How to Begin Your Own Book Club....

      Book Clubs can be a great way to make new friends while reading interesting books by your favorite authors. If
there is not a book club in your area for you to attend, you might as well start one yourself!
      Here are some hints for beginning a club of your own:
      1. Find a group of about 3–5 people that can commit to regular meetings. Your book club could meet once a
week, once a month, or once every other month; you decide. If you are looking to make new friends, you could post a
notice on the school bulletin board or at the local library. (Click here to find the libraries closest to you.) Make sure
your sign-up sheet is in a visible place so that interested people can find it easily.
      2. Choose a place to have your meetings and decide how long each meeting will be. Many book clubs choose to
meet in their local library where large rooms can be reserved for private use. Another good place is a nearby café.
Also, hosting a book club at your house can be fun, as long as your parents approve it, of course.
      3. After you have decided upon a good meeting place, work together to find a book that everyone will enjoy.
Make sure you select a book that can be easily read in the amount of time before your next meeting.
      4. You may even plan some activities for your meetings. Instead of just discussing each book, you could choose
passages to read out loud, or work together as a group to write an alternate ending. (Click here for more book club
activity ideas.)

Search here for some great new book ideas!
      Top picks for Grade 5 Top picks for Grade 6 Top picks for Grade 7

      Feel free to contact us with any new ideas you may want to share or any good books you have read!

Follow these links for some other great ways to share books:
 Storytelling to Younger Children
 Share a Book Overseas
 Tutoring Reading

1. What would be MOST important to consider as you choose a book for your book club?

A. How long ago was this book written?
B. Is everyone in the club familiar with this author?
C. Have other book club members heard of the book before?
D. Will everyone in the club be able to get a copy of this book?

2. Which information is MOST LIKELY to be found somewhere on this website?

A. titles of science and math textbooks
B. a story about how books are printed
C. the year that your local library opened
D. a way to get involved in tutoring reading

3. Based on the passage, how is reading with a book club different from reading alone?

A. You spend more time reading when you are alone.
B. You will read books that are more interesting when in a club.
C. You will experience books from different points of view when in a club.
D. You will find characters in the stories more realistic when you read alone.
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4. Which of these sentences states a fact?

A. A book club is a great way to make new friends.
B. Many book clubs choose to meet at local libraries.
C. The best place to have a book club is a nearby café.
D. You should start a book club during the school year.

5. According to this passage, what is the purpose of posting a notice at the local library?

A. to find people to join your book club
B. to find a book club to join in your area
C. to tell people when your book club meets
D. to tell people about a book they should read

6. How might a book club help people make new friends?

A. by reading the most popular books
B. by meeting in social places every time
C. by doing something during the afternoons
D. by doing activities regularly with club members

7. What is the main purpose of this webpage?

A. to improve people's reading skills
B. to explain how to start a book club
C. to encourage people to visit the library
D. to teach people to become good leaders

8. According to the passage, which of these would you do FIRST if you wanted to start a book club?

A. decide how often your book club will meet
B. choose a book that everyone will enjoy
C. plan activities for your meetings
D. reserve a space at the library
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The Trash Can Bandit

     I love a mystery. I am always reading stories about solving crimes. I really want to be a detective someday. I just
never thought it would happen so soon!
     In my house, I am in charge of trash. I collect it from the house and take it out before bed. Last week, after
finishing my job, I settled in to read my new detective story. A few pages into the book, I heard a loud crash outside
my window. I figured it was my brother being his usual graceful self. My dad came in to see if I had fallen or dropped
something. When I told him that the noise came from the garage, he turned on the outside light. To our surprise, both
trash cans were knocked over and garbage was spread all around.
     There was a big mess, but no sign of what had made it. My dad guessed that an animal was looking for its dinner.
I again thought of my brother. I helped my dad clean up the trash and then went back to bed. The rest of the night was
quiet, but I had trouble sleeping. I wanted to know what had knocked over those cans! The next morning, I decided to
solve the mystery of the trash can bandit. My brother asked if I needed a trench coat and magnifying glass so I could
look like a detective.
     That night I took out the trash and made sure to put the scraps from dinner right on top. I borrowed my dad's
instant camera and set up by the window in the kitchen. It gave me the best view of the trash cans. My brother agreed
to flip on the light switch once we heard the cans fall. My little sister ran around the house telling everyone to be
quiet because we were hunting bears.
     Just when I thought we were out of luck, we heard a scratching sound followed by a crash. My brother flipped the
light switch, and I began taking pictures. I was too excited to pay attention to what was out there. It was scared and
ran away quickly. I could only hope that one of my pictures would tell us what kind of creature was making such a
mess.
     We all stood over the pictures as they slowly developed. The first picture showed only a tail, but the second
picture showed my criminal in full view. I had solved the mystery of the trash can bandit, and the bandit was a
raccoon! Like a bandit in movies, it even wore a mask. My first case was solved. I also learned to move the trash cans
into the garage at night!

9. Why did the writer call this story "The Trash Can Bandit"?

A. because something was playing a joke on the family
B. because something was taking trash cans from homes
C. because something was looking for food in the garbage
D. because something was stealing from the family's home

Vidalia Onion

     Imagine you pick up an onion, peel off the skin, and take a big bite. What do you think would happen next? If it
were a famous Vidalia onion, you would probably smile and take another bite. Believe it or not, the Vidalia onion has
as much sugar as an apple.
     Sweet onions were also a surprise to their first grower, Mose Coleman. He was a farmer in Toombs County,
Georgia. In 1931, Coleman noticed something was strange about his onion crop. He expected the onions would taste
hot and make his eyes burn. He was surprised to find his onions tasted sweet and mild.
     At first, no one wanted to buy these new onions, but Coleman didn't give up. He kept working and finally
convinced people to give the new onions a try. He sold his onions for $3.50 per fifty-pound bag. That was a lot of
money for onions in those days. His success made other farmers want to try to grow this new sweet onion, too.
     In the 1940s, a farmer's market was built in the town of Vidalia, where the state's most traveled highways came
together. Many people came to shop there, and they usually left with some of the famous sweet onions. The onions
became known as "those Vidalia onions." From that time on, these onions were called Vidalias.
     The Vidalia onion was not just popular in Georgia. It became known throughout the country. The Vidalia was
even seen on morning television shows. In 1990, Georgia named the Vidalia onion the Official State Vegetable of
Georgia. Vidalia onions are picked fresh from April until late June. Luckily, today you can buy them until late fall
because farmers have found better ways to store them and keep them fresh.
     So the next time you reach for a sweet Vidalia onion, consider taking a bite. You will be pleasantly surprised!
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10. According to the passage, why did other farmers begin growing Vidalia onions?

A. They were having trouble selling their regular onions to customers.
B. They wanted to grow onions they could store and keep fresh longer.
C. They saw that Mose Coleman was successful at selling his onions.
D. They saw the new onions advertised on morning television shows.

11. Which word BEST describes how Mose Coleman behaved in paragraph three?

A. amazed
B. uncaring
C. determined
D. discouraged

12. What is the main purpose of this passage?

A. to inform
B. to compare
C. to entertain
D. to persuade

Olga Korbut

     Olga Korbut was a Russian gymnast. She was a teenager when she competed in the 1972 Olympic Games. She
charmed the audience with her smile and daring performance. Olga was the first person to do a backward somersault
on the uneven parallel bars in competition. This move is very difficult. She had practiced it for many years.
     In her final performance, Olga lost her grip and fell to the floor. She immediately jumped up and finished with a
smile. She walked to the sidelines with her head held high. When her coach put his arms around her, she burst into
sobs.
     Olga did not win an award for the bars. She did win one silver and two gold medals for other events. Her bravery
won the hearts and respect of people all over the world.
     Before Olga's performance in these games, women's gymnastics did not get much attention. Because of Olga,
many people are now interested in this sport.

13. The MAIN idea of this passage is that Olga Korbut

A. won one silver and two gold medals.
B. was a teenager when she competed in the Olympics.
C. won the hearts of many people.
D. was the first person to do a backward somersault.

14. How many gold medals did Olga Korbut win at the 1972 Olympic games?

A. one
B. two
C. three
D. four
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15. Which sentence below BEST describes Olga?

A. She always cries easily.
B. She is not sure of herself.
C. She is not easily defeated by failure.
D. She looks for the easy way to do things.

16. Which sentence below gives an opinion?

A. Olga burst into sobs.
B. Olga was a Russian gymnast who was in the Olympics.
C. Olga won gold and silver medals.
D. Olga was brave to finish performing after her fall.

17. In the second paragraph, the word immediately means

A. slowly.
B. finally.
C. to do next.
D. to do later.

What's Old and New in Eyewear

by Margery G. Nichelason

     The next time you see a falling star, count as quickly as you can until it disappears. During the fourth century it
was believed that a person would have one year of good eyesight for every number counted. This sounds strange, but
before the invention of eyeglasses, people relied on superstitions and remedies to “cure” their vision.
     Early Greek experiments with magnification started the search for vision aids. Long ago, scientists noticed that
when glass balls filled with water were placed over objects, the objects looked larger. Later, rocks, such as quartz,
were used as magnifiers. The Roman emperor Nero wore an emerald ring that served as his vision aid.
     The Chinese also worked with magnification. By the twelfth century, they had magnifying glasses made of rock
crystal and dark glasses of smoky quartz.
     Wearing glasses eventually became a sign of distinction and learning. In many places, eyeglasses were the rage. In
1700, King Philip V of Spain, his wife, and their five hundred ladies-in-waiting wore tortoise-shell spectacles. Soon it
was unthinkable for any Spanish man or woman of fashion not to wear eyeglasses.
     Keeping spectacles in place was a major problem, solved in a number of ways. A monocle was a single lens that
stayed in place when the wearer squinted one eye slightly. Lorgnettes were eyeglasses supported by one handle.
When the wearer wanted to see better, she picked them up and peered through the lenses.
     The first glasses held in place by side-pieces were not very comfortable. The first modern glasses were developed
around 1880. Their curved steel temples fit comfortably over the wearer’s ears.
     Ben Franklin combined two semicircular lenses into one larger lens. These bifocals allowed the wearer to see near
or far by looking through different parts of the lens.
     Contact lenses were invented and improved enough to wear by 1938. Only twenty-five years ago, the lightweight,
tough plastic lenses we depend on today were developed.
     More than half of all Americans wear glasses or contacts today. New advances are being made every day. Perhaps
by combining our understanding of what’s old with our imagination for what’s new or yet to come, we will someday
have a world where, thanks to vision aids, everyone can see!
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18. What happens when you look through a glass ball filled with water?

A. You see a range of light.
B. Objects look smaller.
C. Objects look larger.
D. You see unusual shapes and patterns.

19. Why is Ben Franklin mentioned in this passage?

A. He made the use of magnifying glasses popular.
B. He always wore eyeglasses in public.
C. He invented the first bifocals.
D. He introduced eyeglasses in the public schools.

20. Which of the following is an opinion?

A. Nero wore a ring that served as his vision aid.
B. Someday, everyone will be able to see.
C. A monocle is a single lens.
D. The first modern glasses were developed around 1880.

21. According to the passage, what is one advantage of the bifocal?

A. This type of eyeglasses cannot be broken or scratched.
B. Your vision can be improved two ways with the same eyeglasses.
C. You can see much better than with any contact lens.
D. These eyeglasses are specially designed for reading fine print.

22. People from which country had magnifying glasses made of rock crystal?

A. Greece

B. Italy

C. China

D. Spain
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A Letter to the class from Betsy Byars
    Dear Class,
    When I was growing up, I did not want to be a writer, but I had one thing in common with every writer I know. I
loved books.
    The whole family knew how much I loved to read, so I got books for my birthday, books for Christmas. At
Christmas I would sneak the books out from under the tree, one by one, carefully unwrap them, read them, and stick
them back under the tree. I just couldn't wait.
    In those days I read for one reason – to find out what was going to happen. Would the black stallion be captured?
Would the boys find the pirate's treasure? Did the mummy speak?
    I still read a lot, but I read differently now. I want to know what's going to happen, of course, but I also want to
find out how the writer made it happen. If a writer makes me feel sad or excited, I read that part again and again until
I see how the writer did it. For example, a writer makes a scene move faster by using more dialogue than description.
Reading carefully is how I learned how to write.
    Whether you read to find out what's going to happen or because you, too, are interested in writing, I hope you've
found lots of good books this year. And, yes, I still open anything that looks like a book immediately. I still can't wait.

Happy Reading!    

Betsy Byars

23.       What is the MOST IMPORTANT thing a reader can learn from Betsy Byars' letter?

A. why the author likes Christmas
B. how reading helps her as a writer
C. what the author's childhood was like
D. what the author does in her spare time

24.       According to the letter, how has reading parts of books helped Betsy Byars become a better writer?

A. It has shown her how other authors create excitement and a fast pace.
B. It has given her ideas for books.
C. She has met other authors.
D. It has shown her that the purpose of writing is to tell what happens.

25.       Which piece of advice would Betsy Byars give to someone who wants to be a good writer?

A. write letters to authors
B. ask for books as gifts
C. read a lot
D. always plan your ending first

26.       Betsy has organized this information in letter form. Why did she decide to do this?

A. She thinks other forms of writing are boring.
B. Letters are a friendly way to pass on information.
C. She writes everything in letter form.
D. Letters are shorter than other forms of writing.
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27.       How did Betsy Byars probably decide what information to put into her letter to the class?

A. She thought about what teachers like to know.
B. She remembered questions that students had asked her.
C. She asked her family for suggestions.
D. She reread her own books to see what was important.

28.       What about Betsy Byars has probably NOT changed over the years?

A. her love of books
B. the way she writes
C. the characters she writes about
D. the way she reads

29.       How do writers make a scene move faster?

A. They use shorter sentences.
B. They use longer sentences.
C. They use more dialogue.
D. They use less dialogue.
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A Noise in the Dark

from The Two Runaways (A Woodland Mystery)

by Irene Shultz

     Dave got home from high school later that afternoon. The Woodlanders ran to meet him, along with their
dog, Mop. As they headed into the kitchen, Bill told Dave about the fight. Dave said, "Bill, this guy sounds
pretty strange. You'll have to keep an eye on him."
     Sammy said, "Something's eating him, that's for sure."
     Mrs. Tandy said, "Well, how about if we eat THESE?" She put down a tray of oatmeal cookies.
     They spent the afternoon at the clubhouse. They were building a fireplace so they could take out the stove.
They had cut a big hole in one wall. They laid bricks outside it for the back and sides of the fireplace. Dave said,
"Let's do the chimney tomorrow. I'll close up the opening with this." He put a piece of plywood over the hole.
     Sammy shouted, "Come on!" He grabbed Dave's wheelchair and rushed him to the house. "Remember those
cheeseburgers!" In a second he had Dave inside.
     After dinner and homework, everyone was ready for bed. In the middle of the night, Kathy woke up
suddenly. She heard a noise. She listened for it again. Nothing. She said to herself, "That old raccoon must be
trying to get into the garbage cans." She went back to sleep. In a few minutes she woke up again. The noise was
louder this time. It didn't sound like garbage cans. It sounded more like rocks bumping each other. Kathy got up.
She saw that Sammy's door was open. She sneaked over to his room. She said, "Sammy! Sammy, wake up!
Something's making a weird noise in the backyard!"
     Sammy groaned under his covers, "Let me sleep...go away."
     She said, "Sammy, wake up! I'm scared!" She shook him.
     Sammy shouted, "WHAT IS IT!" He was awful when he was half-asleep. He threw the covers off of his
head.
     Kathy said, "I think I hear an animal out near the clubhouse."
     Sammy said, "Don't be silly! If something were over there, Mop would be barking his head off!"
     Just then they BOTH heard the noise. CLINK ... CLINK. Mop ran out of the closet where he had been
sleeping. He started barking his head off. Sammy hopped out of bed in his shorts. He said, "Kathy! Something's
out there! Why didn't you wake me up?"
     Kathy said, "Don't turn on any lights until we wake up the others."
     They flew across the hall to Mrs. Tandy's room. She was already coming out in her robe and slippers.
     Kathy said, "Something's out by the clubhouse." CLINK ... CLINK ... CLINK. They heard it again.
     Mrs. Tandy whispered, "Don't do anything yet. I'll go get Bill and Dave." She sneaked to the other end of the
house, to the big bedroom where they slept. She said, "Boys, wake up. There's something strange going on
outside."
     Dave got himself into his wheelchair, quick as a flash. He and Bill and Mrs. Tandy raced to the kitchen.
Everyone went to a window. They all had flashlights.
     Bill whispered, "Wait until we hear it again. Then I'll yell 'NOW!' and we can all shine our lights!"
     Dave whispered, "Ready."
     They waited. They were hardly breathing. All of a sudden they heard CLINK! CLINK! CLINK! CLINK!

Used with permission of Wright Group Publishing.
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30.       The word hardly is an example of a word containing a

A. prefix.
B. suffix.
C. possessive.
D. contraction.
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Answer Key

1. D) Will everyone in the club be able to get a copy of this book?

2. D) a way to get involved in tutoring reading

3. C) You will experience books from different points of view when in a club.

4. B) Many book clubs choose to meet at local libraries.

5. A) to find people to join your book club

6. D) by doing activities regularly with club members

7. B) to explain how to start a book club

8. A) decide how often your book club will meet

9. C) because something was looking for food in the garbage

10. C) They saw that Mose Coleman was successful at selling his onions.

11. C) determined

12. A) to inform

13. C) won the hearts of many people.

14. B) two

15. C) She is not easily defeated by failure.

16. D) Olga was brave to finish performing after her fall.

17. C) to do next.

18. C) Objects look larger.

19. C) He invented the first bifocals.

20. B) Someday, everyone will be able to see.

21. B) Your vision can be improved two ways with the same eyeglasses.

22. C) China

23. B) how reading helps her as a writer

24. A) It has shown her how other authors create excitement and a fast pace.

25. C) read a lot

26. B) Letters are a friendly way to pass on information.
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27. B) She remembered questions that students had asked her.

28. A) her love of books

29. C) They use more dialogue.

30. B) suffix.
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