
Name:_____________________________________________ Date:________________________

Some days at school are exciting no matter where you are. Read this story about an exciting day at school in
Japan and then answer the questions that follow.

from The Bicycle Man
by Allen Say

     When I was a small boy I went to a school in the south island of Japan. The schoolhouse stood halfway up a
tall green mountain....
     From the playground we could see the town, the ships in the harbor, the shining sea.
     One fine spring day we had our sports day. All the children and teachers were out in the playground long
before the first bell rang.
     "Did everybody remember to bring a headband?" asked Mrs. Morita. She was our first-grade teacher. Eagerly
we showed her our headbands. They were red on one side and white on the other. "Remember, we're on the red
team," she told us.
     We swept the playground with all the brooms in the school. We tied colored flags and streamers to bamboo
poles. We drew white lines on the ground with powdered chalk.
     Our parents came. . . .They spread their straw mats and sat around the oval track.
     When everything was ready Mrs. Morita rang the bell. It was nine o'clock. The principal stood on the
platform and said, "Parents, children, my fellow teachers, let us remember that we are gathered here in the spirit
of sportsmanship. Whether we win or lose, let us enjoy ourselves."
     We cheered and clapped our hands.
     The youngest children were the first to race. We lined up six at a time at the starting line.
     "Ready, set, go!" Mr. Oka, the art teacher, boomed at us. We first graders leaped out and dashed around the
track.

1.       What do Mrs. Morita and Mr. Oka both do in the story?

A. sit on straw mats with the parents
B. ask about the children's headbands
C. sweep the playground with brooms
D. help the children with their sports day
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This story tells about long-ago times and a girl named Minna. She cannot go to school. To find out why, read the
story and then answer the questions that follow.

from The Rag Coat
by Lauren Mills

     The summer I was eight, Papa called me over to his rocking chair. I climbed on his lap and he said, "You're
getting big, Minna."
     "Too big for laps?" I asked.
     "Not too big for mine," he said softly, "but too big to still be at home. It's nearing time you went to school."
     I could hardly hold back my smiling just thinking about all the friends I would have. But I didn't want to
leave Mama without a helper. "Papa," I said, "I can't go to school. Mama needs me here."
     Papa just looked at me real steady and said, "They have books at school, Minna. You can learn things from
those books that you can't learn at home."
     "But I don't have a coat, Papa," I quietly reminded him. . . .
     School started in September. Mama said I could go, but I decided not to. I still didn't have a coat to wear, and
I knew it was no use starting something I'd have to quit when the weather turned cold.
     Other mothers who had children in school came over to quilt with Mama. I called them the Quilting Mothers.
That fall they were all working on a pattern called Joseph's Coat of Many Colors. I looked at it and said, "That
Joseph sure was lucky to have such a coat. I wish I had one like that."
     "Why do you say that, Minna?" Mrs. Miller asked me.
     "Because then I could go to school," I said, a little embarrassed that I had mentioned it.
     "Well now, Minna," said Mrs. Miller, "I don't know that any of us has a spare coat we could hand you down,
but I'm sure we have some scraps to spare. We could piece them together, and you'd have a coat like Joseph's
after all." Mrs. Miller looked around the room, and the other mothers nodded. . . .

My eyes filled with tears, but I wasn't embarrassed anymore. . . . Mama smiled and shook her head, and I saw tears in
her eyes, too.
2.       What happens first in the story?

A. Minna decides not to go to school.
B. The Quilting Mothers come to quilt with Mama.
C. Minna and her mother both get tears in their eyes.
D. Papa tells Minna that it is time for her to go to school.
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Ferdinand is eager to reach the ocean in this story, "The Shell." Read the story to find out why, and then answer
the questions that follow.

from The Shell
by Paul Koning

      "Can you hear it?" asked Ferdinand, holding the huge conch shell up to his sister's ear. His eyes were wide
with excitement.
      "No," said Julia, leaning away from him on the long seat in the back of the minivan. "Leave me alone."
      Big sisters can be a real pain. And Ferdinand ought to know, because he has two of them.
      He put the shell to his own ear. He heard a mighty rushing sound and imagined huge waves breaking on a
deserted beach.
      The family was headed for the ocean right now, and Ferdinand could not wait to catch his first glimpse of the
sea. He had read about it in so many stories and, of course, he'd seen pictures of it on TV. But this was his first
chance to actually see it, jump in it, smell the salty air, and watch the seagulls bank and wheel in the sky. There
aren't too many oceans in North Georgia, their father always says, and then he tells a long story about grandpa's
fishing boat off the coast of Veracruz.

3.       Who is this story MOSTLY about?

A. Julia
B. the father
C. Ferdinand
D. the grandpa
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The Lemonade Stand

     Karen sat at the lemonade stand with her little brother Kevin. Kevin was only five years old, but he was good
at stirring the lemonade. Since Karen was ten years old, she was good at collecting the money from the customers.
It was a hot summer day, and a lot of people were outside walking their dogs. Karen and Kevin loved petting the
customers' dogs. They would sell glasses of lemonade to the customers and give bowls of water to the dogs. This
gave Karen an idea. She changed the sign on the table to say "Lemonade and Water for Sale." After working at
the lemonade stand for an hour, Karen and Kevin had made over $3.00. This made Kevin and Karen very happy
because they wanted to buy their father a nice Father's Day present. They knew that if they worked together at the
lemonade stand, they could have more fun, and they could make more money. When there weren't many
customers, Karen and Kevin would talk about what they might get their father.
     "What if we get him a new watch?" Kevin asked his sister.
     "I don't think we'll earn enough money to get him a watch," Karen replied.
     "What about a new pair of socks?" Kevin asked.
     "We have enough money, but I wouldn't want to receive socks as a present, would you?" Karen replied.
     "No, you are right. I don't like it when Mom gives us socks." Kevin said.
     "What if we took a nice picture of the two of us working at the lemonade stand? Then we could put it in a nice
frame and give it to him," Karen said.
     "That's a great idea, Karen!" Kevin said, jumping out of his seat. "I'll go get Mom to take the picture for us."
     "Great!" Karen exclaimed.
     When Kevin came back holding his mom's hand in one hand and the camera in the other, a friend of Karen's
came by with her dog. Karen asked her friend Dawn if they could use her and her dog in the picture. This would
show Karen and her brother selling to customers. Dawn said that would be great, and they gathered around the
lemonade stand. Karen's mom took the picture and said they could go shopping for the picture frame the next day.
Karen and her brother were very happy. They had earned money and thought of a great present for their father.

4.       The story took place during the

A. summer.
B. winter.
C. spring.
D. fall.

5.       Place the following story events in the correct order.

     1. Karen's mom took the picture.
     2. Karen changed the sign.
     3. Karen and Kevin set up the lemonade stand.
     4. Karen and Kevin decided on a gift.
A. 3, 2, 4, 1
B. 2, 4, 3, 1
C. 1, 4, 2, 3
D. 4, 3, 1, 2
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Johnny's Room

"JOHNNY!!!!!!"

Oh no—that's Mama yelling!
Is it your dirty sock mountain she has been smelling?
Could it be your room is a mess?
Johnny, please do confess!

Baseball cards stuck to banana peels hiding with cracker crumbs under the clothes pile
Dust bunnies, crumbled paper, crayons and toy critters line Johnny's sticky, sloppy mile
Mama is mad and standing with her shovel!
Where are you Johnny—boy are you in trouble!

"JOHNNY!!!!!!"

Mama yells again, and this time Johnny finally appears
She hands him the big shovel, and smiling she says, "Start digging through your mess, my dear!"

6.       When does Johnny finally appear before his mother?

A. after she yells once
B. after she yells twice
C. after Johnny has the shovel
D. after Johnny confesses
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Answer Key

1. D) help the children with their sports day

2. D) Papa tells Minna that it is time for her to go to school.

3. C) Ferdinand

4. A) summer.

5. A) 3, 2, 4, 1

6. B) after she yells twice
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