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How does a boy get to be a king? Read this story about King Henry to find out and then answer the questions
that follow.

The Green Time
from Henry and Mudge in the Green Time

by Cynthia Rylant

Beside Henry's House was a big green hill.
Late on summer days, Henry and Mudge went to the top of the green hill.
They looked down.
They saw Henry's white house.
They saw Henry's blue bike.
They saw Henry's wooden swing.
On top of the green hill, Henry felt big.
He felt like a king.
He saw his things below him, and he felt very big.
"I am King of the Green Hill," Henry said.
He looked at Mudge.
"You are my dragon."
Mudge wagged his tail.
"Your name," Henry said, "is Fireball."
Mudge wagged again.
"And you are very scary," Henry said.
Mudge wagged some more.
Henry and Mudge marched all over the top of the green hill.
They met other kings who had dragons.
They chased them away.
They met monsters.
Mudge ate them.
They marched and marched till they could march no more.
Then they found a magic tree on the green hill.
It was a tree for kings and dragons who were tired.
Henry and Mudge sat down under the tree.
Henry put his arms around Mudge.
They were glad for a magic tree.
They closed their eyes.
And a boy and a dog slept, together, on the green hill in their green time.

1.       Where did Henry and Mudge go to sleep?

A. in Henry's house
B. on Henry's swing
C. next to the blue bike
D. under the magic tree
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2.       When Henry was a king, what was Mudge?

A. a monster
B. a prince
C. a dragon
D. a dinosaur

3.       Where did Henry and Mudge go on summer days?

A. to the white house
B. to the wooden swing
C. to the top of the green hill
D. to the bicycle path in the park

Moving to a new home is sad if you have to leave a pet behind. Read this story about Faith and her pet, Josefina,
and then answer the questions that follow.

from The Josefina Story Quilt
by Eleanor Coerr

     It was May 1850. Faith was excited. They were going to California in a covered wagon. "Please," Faith asked
Ma, "can I take Josefina?"
     Josefina was her pet hen and Faith loved her. She liked the way Josefina snuggled in her arms. She liked the
way Josefina followed her around. Ma was baking bread for the long journey. "Ask your Pa," she said.
     Pa and Faith's brother, Adam, were loading the wagon. "Please, Pa," Faith said, "please can I take Josefina?"
     "There is no room in the wagon for pets," Pa said.
     "That isn't fair," said Faith. "Adam can bring his colt."
     "A colt is not a pet," said Pa. "A colt can carry a load of corn. . . ."
     Faith's eyes filled with tears. She ran back to the house. Ma sat down in the rocker and held Faith on her lap.
"We all must leave things behind," she said gently. "I love this rocker, but there is no room for it in the wagon."
Faith gulped down her sobs.
     "I have looked after Josefina since she was a little chick," she said. "What will happen to her?"
     "Perhaps a neighbor will take her," said Ma. . . .
     Early in the morning the wagon was ready. It had blue trim and a white cloth roof. Ma stood back to admire
it. "A big flowerpot on wheels!" she said. "Isn't it beautiful?"
      Faith did not answer. She was worried about Josefina.
     "Did you pack the food?" Ma asked Pa. "And my kitchen things?" Pa nodded. "Then that is everything except
the bedding," said Ma. Faith thought sadly, "And Josefina."

4.       Who decided that Josefina could not come?

A. Pa
B. Ma
C. Faith
D. Adam
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5.       Which kind of animal was Josefina?

A. a cat
B. a hen
C. a dog
D. a colt

6.       Which did Ma have to leave behind?

A. her colt
B. her rocker
C. her flowerpot
D. her kitchen things

Many thousands of years ago, people did not have books. They had other ways to pass on messages. Read the
story to find out about some of these ways, and then answer the questions that follow.

The Story of Books
by Harry Ellwood

Getting the Message Across

     A long, long time ago, people tried to think of different ways to pass on messages to each other. The first
people lived in caves. They sometimes drew pictures on the cave walls to tell stories. We can still see some of
these pictures today.
     In Africa, some people sent messages by beating drums. Different rhythms had different meanings. The
ancient Greeks used a shiny piece of metal to flash messages using the sun's rays.

How Writing Began

     Then people invented writing. Some people, such as the Egyptians, used pictures to represent words. We call
this kind of writing hieroglyphics.
     Later, people began to write using an alphabet. They wrote a different symbol for each sound in their
language. We call these symbols the letters of the alphabet. There are many different kinds of alphabets in the
world today.

From Clay to Paper

     Finding something to write on wasn't always as easy as it is today. In the early days, people tried writing on
slabs of clay. Then they baked the clay. Sometimes it broke, and the writing could not be read.
     People also tried cutting letters into stone. This was hard work—and just imagine carrying a stone block to
school with your homework written on it!
     Then, in Egypt, people discovered that a plant called papyrus could be made into thin sheets for writing on.
(You can see where we get our word paper.)
     The Egyptians rolled up long sheets of paper and attached wooden rods to the ends. These were called
scrolls. Later, someone had the idea to cut the scrolls into pieces and tie the pieces together down one side.
     And that's how the first book was made!
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7.       Who used a shiny piece of metal to flash messages using the sun's rays?

A. Greeks
B. Africans
C. Egyptians
D. cave people

8.       How are books and scrolls alike?

A. Both were invented by Egyptians.
B. Both are made from paper.
C. Both were invented by Greeks.
D. Both are used for writing on clay.

What kind of person has a name like Tooter? Read the story to find out and then answer the
questions that follow.

from Tooter Pepperday
by Jerry Spinelli

"Bye, old house."
Chuckie waved as they drove off. He rode in the truck with his mother.
Tooter and her father followed in the car. Tooter did not wave. She did not even look. She

grumped in the backseat.
The Pepperdays were moving to Aunt Sally's farm, two states and three hundred miles

away. They were moving because they could live for free at Aunt Sally's.
Living for free was a good idea, because the Pepperdays did not have much money. Mr.

Pepperday had quit his job, and Mrs. Pepperday did not earn much driving a school bus.
Aunt Sally had said they would all be "happy as hogs in slop."
Mr. Pepperday was happy. Now he could spend all his time writing books for children.
Mrs. Pepperday was happy. Now she would have help with the chores. And she could give

more time to her beekeeping.
And Chuckie was happy. Now he would get to sleep with Harvey. Harvey was Aunt Sally's

rusty, shaggy dog.
"I'm a hog in slop!" Chuckie kept laughing.
Everybody was happy but Tooter. Tooter had a perfectly good life in Morgantown.

McDonald's. The tire tunnel at the playground. Saturday morning yard sales. T-ball. Her
friends. Especially Matthew Kain, her sidewalk skating buddy.

Tooter had no desire to move to a stupid farm. Farms didn't even have sidewalks.
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9.       How were the Pepperdays traveling to Aunt Sally's farm?

A. in a car and a truck
B. on a train
C. on a bus and a train
D. in a plane

Jamie's family is moving. He is worried about it. Read the story to find out why he is worried and then answer
the questions that follow.

What About My Goldfish?
by Pamela Greenwood

      We're moving. Dad got a new job. Mom told me today. I went out on the porch and hugged my dog. Mom
followed me.
      "What if Freckles won't leave home?" I asked.
      "Her home is with us," Mom said.
      "What if we can't find her when it is time to move?"
      "Don't worry, Jamie. We won't leave without her."
      I took Freckles for a walk through our neighborhood. I didn't want her to forget it.
      The next day I told my teacher we were going to move.
      "We'll miss you, Jamie." Ms. Dillow put her hand on my shoulder. "When are you moving?"
     "Dad said we have to sell our house first." Maybe no one will buy it, I thought. I told my friends at recess.
     "Where?" "Why?" "When?" they asked.
     "Can we still be friends?" asked Joe.
     "I think so," I answered.
     "Can I have your goldfish?" Terry asked. "The water will spill out if you try to move them."
     Mom fixed apple slices for my after-school snack.
     "What about my goldfish?" I asked.
     "What about them?" Mom said.
     "Freckles will miss them," I said. "She likes to watch Skunk and Merlin play together when I am at school."
     "We'll take them with us," Mom said.
     "Won't the water spill?"
     "We'll put them in a big jar. With a lid."
     "Oh," I said. "Freckles will be glad."
     "What about Joe?"
     Mom laughed. "We can't take him with us."
      "Can we still be friends?"
      "You can always keep your friends."

10.       Who is this story mostly about?

A. Joe
B. Jamie
C. Freckles
D. Ms. Dillow

Healthy Bones: How to Make Strong Bones
By: Center for Disease Control
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So you've got the message that you need to eat and drink plenty of foods with calcium and do lots of weight-bearing
physical activity. But I bet you're wondering why these things give you powerful bones. Check it out...

Calcium Makes Bones As Strong as Steel!

When your body makes new bone tissue, it first lays down a framework of collagen. Then, tiny crystals of calcium
from your blood spread throughout the collagen framework. The hard crystals fill in all the nooks and crannies.
Calcium and collagen work together to make bones strong and flexible.

Too Little Calcium Makes Bones Weak!

Your body needs calcium to do lots of things. Calcium helps your muscles work so you can throw a softball. It helps
send out nerve impulses. If you touch something hot, for instance, your brain quickly gets the message to say, "Ouch!"
and move your hand away. It also helps your body heal cuts and scrapes.

Every cell in your body needs calcium. Your bones store calcium for your blood and cells. If your body doesn't get
enough calcium, which can be found in some foods and drinks, it takes it from your bones. And that can make your
bones weak.

From the day you're born, your bones are built and strengthened with calcium. In fact, when you're in your 20s (like,
forever from now), your bones will be their strongest ever.

To make sure your bones are still powerful, even after you're 30, 40 or even 50 (ancient!), you need to get enough
calcium now and keep getting it.

Run, Jump, And Dance To Make Bones Strong!

Are you saying, "I get the whole calcium thing, but why is weight-bearing physical activity so important?" Here's
why: activities like walking and soccer make your bones work against gravity (the force that keeps us from floating
out to space). Bones are living tissue. Weight-bearing physical activity stimulates new bone tissue to form, making
them stronger. Also, weight-bearing physical activity makes muscles stronger, and muscles push and tug against
bones, making them even stronger.

Swimming, which is good for your heart and other muscles, isn't the #1 choice for building bones. Ever notice how
you feel a lot lighter in a pool? Water cuts down on the pull of gravity, so your bones really don't get a good workout.

It Takes Two!

Strong bones need both calcium and weight-bearing physical activity. It's not enough to just eat right or just do lots of
weight-bearing physical activity. It takes both to make bones strong. So jump to it, girlfriend!

11.

Which of these would help to build strong bones?

A. dieting
B. drinking soda
C. playing cards
D. lifting weights
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Alexander Graham Bell

     Alexander Graham Bell was born in Scotland in 1847. Like his father, Bell became a teacher of students with
hearing problems. Bell moved to Canada with his family and continued teaching speech. Later he moved to Boston,
Massachusetts, and opened a school to train others to teach students with hearing problems how to speak. Because of
his studies, he became interested in how voices carry through the air. For nine years he worked on a new invention,
the telephone. In 1876 he had the very first telephone conversation. This conversation was with his assistant, Thomas
A. Watson. The next year, he formed the Bell Telephone Company. Bell's telephone is one of the most important
inventions of the 20th century.

12.               In his FIRST conversation on a phone, Alexander spoke to

A. his father.
B. his students.
C. his assistant.
D. his teacher.

The Lemonade Stand

     Karen sat at the lemonade stand with her little brother Kevin. Kevin was only five years old, but he was good
at stirring the lemonade. Since Karen was ten years old, she was good at collecting the money from the customers.
It was a hot summer day, and a lot of people were outside walking their dogs. Karen and Kevin loved petting the
customers' dogs. They would sell glasses of lemonade to the customers and give bowls of water to the dogs. This
gave Karen an idea. She changed the sign on the table to say "Lemonade and Water for Sale." After working at
the lemonade stand for an hour, Karen and Kevin had made over $3.00. This made Kevin and Karen very happy
because they wanted to buy their father a nice Father's Day present. They knew that if they worked together at the
lemonade stand, they could have more fun, and they could make more money. When there weren't many
customers, Karen and Kevin would talk about what they might get their father.
     "What if we get him a new watch?" Kevin asked his sister.
     "I don't think we'll earn enough money to get him a watch," Karen replied.
     "What about a new pair of socks?" Kevin asked.
     "We have enough money, but I wouldn't want to receive socks as a present, would you?" Karen replied.
     "No, you are right. I don't like it when Mom gives us socks." Kevin said.
     "What if we took a nice picture of the two of us working at the lemonade stand? Then we could put it in a nice
frame and give it to him," Karen said.
     "That's a great idea, Karen!" Kevin said, jumping out of his seat. "I'll go get Mom to take the picture for us."
     "Great!" Karen exclaimed.
     When Kevin came back holding his mom's hand in one hand and the camera in the other, a friend of Karen's
came by with her dog. Karen asked her friend Dawn if they could use her and her dog in the picture. This would
show Karen and her brother selling to customers. Dawn said that would be great, and they gathered around the
lemonade stand. Karen's mom took the picture and said they could go shopping for the picture frame the next day.
Karen and her brother were very happy. They had earned money and thought of a great present for their father.

13.       The main idea of this story is

A. dogs like water and people like lemonade.
B. Karen and Kevin earn money to buy a gift.
C. Karen and her brother are very happy.
D. it was a hot day and people were walking their dogs.
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14.       What did Karen and Kevin do when there were no customers?

A. They read books about gifts.
B. They made lemonade to sell.
C. They discussed gifts for their father.
D. They walked dogs to earn money.

Pandas

     Not very long ago, the giant pandas of China were beginning to starve. The bamboo plants they usually ate were
dying out, so they didn't have enough food. Scientists from both China and the United States began looking for the
hungry pandas. The scientists gave them food and tried to make them healthy again. Chinese and American children
donated pennies to help pay for the special care given to these animals. Now that the pandas are doing better,
scientists are spending more time watching them.

15. The problem of the giant pandas is that

A. they would not eat in the zoos.
B. they got lost and couldn't find food.
C. the plants they ate were dying.
D. the scientists could not afford to feed them.

Princess Poem
 I have a dog named Princess

 Her coat is golden brown
 She always helps me laugh and smile

 Whenever I feel down.
 If I am feeling joyful

 She's there to join the fun
 We run and jump and tumble

 We play out in the sun.
 Sometimes I feel silly

 I dress her up in clothes
 I even put a hat on her
 Or glasses on her nose.

 Princess is my best friend
 She's loyal and she's smart

 If I could have my wish come true
 We'd never be apart.

 Next year I go to first grade
 I wonder how it will be

 Will the teacher be a good one?
 Can Princess come with me?

   I will meet a lot of new friends
   And learn to read and write

   If I can take my Princess there
   Then it will be all right.
   But if I have to leave her

   All day at home alone
   I know that she'll be lonely
   Just chewing on her bone.

   Someday when I am grown-up
   I'd like to start a school

   Where every child must bring a dog
   And it would be a rule.
   But since I am still little

   And I still don't call the shots
   When I go off to school next year

   I'll miss my Princess lots.
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16.          This passage is mostly about

A. a special dog.
B. a beautiful day.
C. going off to school.
D. meeting new friends.

17.          The author wishes that Princess

A. will like going to school.
B. will always be close by.
C. would make new friends.
D. would stay in dress-up clothes.

18.          What problem does the writer have near the end of the passage?

A. The writer wants to go to first grade.
B. Princess has a new best friend.
C. The writer can't take Princess to school.
D. Princess doesn't have any bones to chew.

Chipmunks

     Chipmunks are small rodents related to squirrels. They usually have four or five babies born in late spring or
early summer. The mother chipmunks take care of the babies until they are about three months old. Chipmunks
usually live for about four years.
     Chipmunks mainly eat berries, fruits, nuts, and seeds. In autumn, chipmunks begin to prepare for the winter. They
eat a lot so that their bodies build up a fat layer to keep them warm. Before the winter months when food is hard to
find, they also gather nuts and seeds that won't go bad and store them away in their underground dens where they
sleep for long periods of time. Every so often the chipmunks wake up to eat some of their food. On a sunny day, they
may even run around outside for a while. After playing in the sun, they return to their comfortable homes and go
back to sleep.
     Since they wake up at different times to eat and leave their dens, chipmunks do not really hibernate like other
animals such as some bears and certain bats. Animals that truly hibernate do not eat. They survive off the fat stored
in their bodies and do very little physical movement. Their body temperature is lowered and their breathing and heart
rate slow down considerably. They do not wake up until the temperature rises in the spring.

19.       What is another good title for the passage?

A. Chipmunks Play Outside
B. Chipmunks Love To Play
C. The Hibernating Chipmunks
D. The Life of the Chipmunk

20.       To prepare for the winter months, chipmunks

A. lose weight.
B. gain weight.
C. have babies.
D. build nests in the trees.
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Kite Page Marker

by Tanya Turner Fly

1.      Cut two small kites the same size from paper.
2.      Decorate one side of each kite with ribbon, paper, or markers.
3.      Cut a piece of yarn 10 inches long. Place one end of the yarn between the kites and glue them together.
4.      Cut four small bows from fabric or paper.
5.      Glue two bows at a time, back to back, with the yarn in between them and let dry.
6.      Mark your place with your kite bookmark.

21.       After you cut the yarn, you

A. decorate the kite.
B. put it between the kites.
C. cut the bows.
D. mark your place.

Instructions for Wrapping a Gift Box

Gather all the supplies you will need to wrap the gift. You will need scissors, tape, wrapping paper, and a
bow. The paper and bow should be right for the occasion. Examples of occasions include weddings, baby
showers, or any other special day.

1. 

Measure the wrapping paper so that there is enough to cover the entire gift. To make sure you have enough
paper, put the gift in the middle of the paper and loosely fold the paper around the gift. The gift should not
show when the paper is folded around it. If the gift is showing, you do not have enough paper. Get a larger
piece of paper.

2. 

Turn the gift upside down and put it in the middle of the wrapping paper.3. 
Fold one side of the wrapping paper around the gift and tape the paper to the gift. This will hold the paper in
place while you work on the other side. Fold the other side of the wrapping paper around the gift and tape it.

4. 

Turn the gift so that one of the unwrapped sides is facing you. Fold the paper down from the top of the gift.
If there is too much extra paper, cut the paper so that you have only about 3 inches on all sides. Repeat this
process on the other unwrapped side if necessary.

5. 

Now fold the paper in from the left side and the right side. Crease the paper so that it holds the fold. If
necessary, use tape. Fold the paper down from the top and up from the bottom. Tape the paper. The side of
the gift should now be completely covered. Repeat these steps on the other side.

6. 

On the top of your gift, tape the bow.7. 
You're now ready to give your wrapped present to a special person!8. 

22.       When wrapping the last two sides of the gift, what do you do if the paper is too long?

A. Place extra tape on the side that is too long.
B. Fold the sides over and crease them.
C. Cut the ends of the paper to three inches from the box.
D. Set the gift on its side when you're wrapping.
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23.       According to the passage, which of the following do you NOT need to wrap a gift box?

A. tape
B. ribbon
C. a bow
D. wrapping paper

24.       What is the FIRST step in wrapping a gift box?

A. fold the sides of the paper
B. gather the supplies
C. measure the wrapping paper
D. tape the paper to the box

25.       You would need different instructions to wrap

A. a box of crayons.
B. a board game.
C. a beach ball.
D. a book.

26.       When picking out paper, you need to

A. remember what colors the person likes.
B. think about what occasion the gift is for.
C. decide what you like best.
D. choose plain colors every time.

27.       What do you do after you fold the first side of the paper around the gift?

A. hold it with one hand, as you find the bow
B. crease the folds so it stays
C. quickly fold up the next side
D. tape it so it stays on the box
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Fixing Lunch

     One evening, Polly's mom reminded her to make her lunch for the next day. "But I don't know what to fix,"
Polly said.
     "That really surprises me, Polly," Mom said, "You ate peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for lunch all summer.
You make them every weekend, and sometimes for after school snacks. Why is this such a hard choice for you?"
     "They don't taste as good at school. The jelly comes through the bread and they get all sticky. Then my hands
get messy. I just don't like it."
     Mom thought for a while. "Let's go in the kitchen and figure this one out," she said to Polly.
     They went in the kitchen and got out peanut butter, strawberry jelly, and bread. Mom said, "Tell me how you
make your sandwiches."
     "I get two slices of bread. I spread one with peanut butter and the other with jelly. Then I put them together and
cut them in half. When I'm done, I put them in a plastic bag and in my lunch box," Polly reported.
     "Good. Now does the jelly come through both slices of bread?" asked Mom.
     "Hmm. Let me think. I think that the jelly only comes through the slice I put it on. The peanut butter slice
doesn't get sticky," said Polly. "Wait—that gives me an idea!"
     Polly set to work on making a sandwich. She got out two slices of bread. She put peanut butter on both slices,
then spread jelly on only one slice. Then she put the slices of bread together and cut the sandwich in half.
     "What did you do that was different?" Mom asked.
     "I put peanut butter on both slices of bread. That might keep the jelly from soaking through." Polly said.
     "Great idea, Polly. I think you may have solved the problem," Mom said.
     After school the next day, Mom asked Polly how her sandwich had been. "It was great, Mom. No sticky
fingers!" Polly reported.
     Mom smiled. "I'm glad you solved that problem, Polly. Sometimes you only have to make a little change to
make a big difference."

28.       The passage is mostly about Polly

A. helping her mother.
B. eating a sandwich.
C. making a sandwich.
D. going to school.

Elena

     The big day had finally come for five-year-old Elena. She was going to ride her bike without training wheels for
the first time. Elena knew her twin siblings, Tomas and Carlotta, had learned to ride without training wheels when
they were five. She knew she could do it, too.
     Tomas got the pliers from the toolbox and took off the training wheels. Carlotta helped Elena get started. She
was shaking like a leaf and fell four times. Tomas told Elena that he would buy her an ice cream cone if she didn't
give up. Carlotta ran along beside her saying, "You can do it, keep pedaling!"
     Every day Elena practiced riding her bike. Finally, after seven days, she got so good she was able to ride to the
ice cream parlor with her siblings.
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29.       Which is the main idea?

A. Training wheels are easy to take off.
B. Don't give up on something you know you can do.
C. Ice cream is a good reward.
D. Riding bikes is fun.

30.       Why did Elena fall four times?

A. She was listening to Carlotta.
B. She was in a hurry to eat ice cream.
C. She wasn't watching what she was doing.
D. She was learning to ride a bike without training wheels.
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Answer Key

1. D) under the magic tree

2. C) a dragon

3. C) to the top of the green hill

4. A) Pa

5. B) a hen

6. B) her rocker

7. A) Greeks

8. B) Both are made from paper.

9. A) in a car and a truck

10. B) Jamie

11. D) lifting weights

12. C) his assistant.

13. B) Karen and Kevin earn money to buy a gift.

14. C) They discussed gifts for their father.

15. C) the plants they ate were dying.

16. A) a special dog.

17. B) will always be close by.

18. C) The writer can't take Princess to school.

19. D) The Life of the Chipmunk

20. B) gain weight.

21. B) put it between the kites.

22. C) Cut the ends of the paper to three inches from the box.

23. B) ribbon

24. B) gather the supplies

25. C) a beach ball.

26. B) think about what occasion the gift is for.
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27. D) tape it so it stays on the box

28. C) making a sandwich.

29. B) Don't give up on something you know you can do.

30. D) She was learning to ride a bike without training wheels.
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