
Name:_____________________________________________ Date:________________________

1.

Dear School Board Member,

At River Edge School, the PTA has purchased new playground equipment. Our school is growing and really
needs the new equipment. However, the plans are to put the equipment where a grove of trees now stand. These
are the only trees on that half of the playground. Those trees were here when this area was a forest and then a
hunting preserve. We think the trees could be over a hundred years old. Also, the trees provide a shady place for
both teachers and students to hang out on hot days.

My teacher has taught us about the importance of saving our trees in order to help the environment. If the trees are
cut down, the squirrels won't have a home anymore. The leaves are very pretty, too.

If the school board would allow the PTA to move a set of old rotting benches and a water spout that does not
work, the new equipment could be placed there. Then the trees could remain and shade our playground. This
might cost a little more money, but the trees would be saved and our school would help save the environment.
Please consider our request and help us be good citizens.

Which of these, when included in the persuasive essay, would BEST develop reader interest.

A. a study showing the age of the trees on the playground
B. a history of playground equipment development over the years
C. pictures of what the land looked like before the school was built
D. student and teacher interviews about the new playground equipment

2. Which sentence has a compound subject?

A. The pants were hanging on the clothesline.
B. Maria found that she was in the lunchroom all by herself.
C. He played soccer, basketball, and baseball, all for the same school.
D. The church and the hospital are right across the street from each other.
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3.

Dear Dr. James,

I would like to get permission to add more time to my teaching days. My class has a five day specials rotation.
Two of those days we go to Physical Education (PE). In order to have more time to teach, I want to ask that on PE
days my students not go out for recess. They have already played and exercised for fifty minutes. Specifically, by
them not going out to recess, I would have an extra twenty to thirty minutes on those two days.

This extra hour would be enough time to teach spelling and grammar everyday and give us more writing time. In
my opinion it is not unreasonable to ask students to give up play time in order to get more instructional time.
However, I feel that students and parents may not agree with me in the beginning, but eventually they will realize
it will help them become better students. Thank you for considering this request. I am sure you will agree it is in
the best interest of the students. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Ms. Johnson

What position does the writer state?

A. She wants to extend the school day.
B. She wants more time to teach.
C. She wants to have more PE.
D. She does not like recess.

4.

She danced beautifully in the school musical.
      Which word does beautifully describe?

A. she
B. danced
C. school
D. musical

5.

Dear School Board Member,

At River Edge School, the PTA has purchased new playground equipment. Our school is growing and really
needs the new equipment. However, the plans are to put the equipment where a grove of trees now stand. These
are the only trees on that half of the playground. Those trees were here when this area was a forest and then a
hunting preserve. We think the trees could be over a hundred years old. Also, the trees provide a shady place for
both teachers and students to hang out on hot days.

Which of these statements provides important information that supports the position of the author?

A. The playground scenery would not be complete without the old trees.
B. A company came by and designed the landscape for the new playground area.
C. On the other side of the playground exists an open area that would be a better place for the new equipment.
D. Trees provide oxygen which is needed for children and adults alike and can only be found on one side of the
playground area.
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6. Which word BEST fills in the blank in the sentence below?
         Juan sat near the window, staring ______ at the clouds.

A. dream
B. dreamily
C. dreamy
D. dreamed

7.

Jamaal's dog loves going to the lake on weekends; ______________, his cat
regrets it.

Which of these transition elements completes the sentence using a compare/contrast relationship?

A. however
B. similarly
C. thus
D. unlikely

8.

Dear School Board Member,

At River Edge School, the PTA has purchased new playground equipment. Our school is growing and really
needs the new equipment. However, the plans are to put the equipment where a grove of trees now stand. These
are the only trees on that half of the playground. Those trees were here when this area was a forest and then a
hunting preserve. We think the trees could be over a hundred years old. Also, the trees provide a shady place for
both teachers and students to hang out on hot days.

My teacher has taught us about the importance of saving our trees in order to help the environment. If the trees are
cut down, the squirrels won't have a home anymore. The leaves are very pretty, too.

If the school board would allow the PTA to move a set of old rotting benches and a water spout that does not
work, the new equipment could be placed there. Then the trees could remain and shade our playground. This
might cost a little more money, but the trees would be saved and our school would help save the environment.
Please consider our request and help us be good citizens.

Which answer is extra information that can be omitted?

A. Please consider our request and help us be good citizens.
B. Then the trees could shade our playground.
C. The squirrels won't have a home.
D. The leaves are very pretty, too.
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9.

Dear Dr. James,

I would like to get permission to add more time to my teaching days. My class has a five day specials rotation.
Two of those days we go to Physical Education (PE). In order to have more time to teach, I want to ask that on PE
days my students not go out for recess. They have already played and exercised for fifty minutes. Specifically, by
them not going out to recess, I would have an extra twenty to thirty minutes on those two days.

This extra hour would be enough time to teach spelling and grammar everyday and give us more writing time. In
my opinion it is not unreasonable to ask students to give up play time in order to get more instructional time.
However, I feel that students and parents may not agree with me in the beginning, but eventually they will realize
it will help them become better students. Thank you for considering this request. I am sure you will agree it is in
the best interest of the students. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Ms. Johnson

Which organizational structure has the writer used in this letter?

A. teaching a lesson on the benefits of physical activity through fact and example
B. informing the principal about the schedule so that he can make up his own mind
C. stating the problem then offering a solution
D. asking a question and hoping for an answer

10.

Angelina asked her mom if she could bake a cake. Her mom said yes. She got out the recipe and read it.
Angelina really likes her mom. She pulled out the ingredients and baked the cake. Angelina baked a
delicious cake.

Which sentence in the paragraph above does NOT support the main idea?

A. Angelina asked her mom if she could bake a cake.
B. She got out the recipe and read it.
C. Angelina really likes her mom.
D. She pulled out the ingredients and baked the cake.
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11.

Dear Dr. James,

I would like to get permission to add more time to my teaching days. My class has a five day specials rotation.
Two of those days we go to Physical Education (PE). In order to have more time to teach, I want to ask that on PE
days my students not go out for recess. They have already played and exercised for fifty minutes. Specifically, by
them not going out to recess, I would have an extra twenty to thirty minutes on those two days.

This extra hour would be enough time to teach spelling and grammar everyday and give us more writing time. In
my opinion it is not unreasonable to ask students to give up play time in order to get more instructional time.
However, I feel that students and parents may not agree with me in the beginning, but eventually they will realize
it will help them become better students. Thank you for considering this request. I am sure you will agree it is in
the best interest of the students. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Ms. Johnson

Which answer BEST describes how the writer wraps up her ideas and closes the letter?

A. The writer thanks Dr. James and asks that he contact her with any questions.
B. Ms. Johnson gives him many reasons why this is a good idea.
C. Ms. Johnson wrote a good letter with no mistakes.
D. Sincerely, Ms. Johnson

12. Nick has chosen scuba diving as his topic for a research report. What is the next thing he should do?

A. write an outline
B. take notes
C. gather information
D. write a first draft

13.       What would be the BEST closing sentence for the paragraph below?

Carlos loves to play at the park. He likes to go down the slide. The swings and monkey bars are also
fun. Carlos especially loves to play basketball with his friends.

A. The circus is Carlos' favorite place to be.
B. The park is Carlos' favorite place to be.
C. The zoo is Carlos' favorite place to be.
D. The baseball field is Carlos' favorite place to be.
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14.

School Lunches

I feel that school cafeterias should serve better lunches. Students should be allowed to vote on their favorite
meals, and then the cafeteria staff would know what kids will eat. If the students like what is being served,
they will eat all of their lunch and not throw it away. Some kids hide their food in the milk carton so they
don't have to eat it. Parents would be willing to pay more money for lunches their kids would eat.

By serving student's favorite foods, everyone will be happy. The kids will be happy with the food choices.
Parents will be happy that their kids are eating. Teachers will like it when their students are not hungry and
can learn. The cafeteria will make a lot more money. Having students make the food choices sounds like a
great idea!

What can you tell from the speaker's voice about the intended audience?

A. The speaker is encouraging school lunch choice by the decision makers at the school.
B. The speaker is talking to a peer group trying to dissuade them from buying school lunches.
C. The speaker is addressing the cafeteria manager in hopes of increasing the price of school lunches.
D. The speaker is trying to convince the audience of parents to participate in a survey on school lunches.

15. Which sentence contains a simple subject and a simple predicate?

A. The students worked hard in reading class.
B. Some students read books and drew pictures.
C. The teacher read a story and asked questions.
D. The teacher and the students listened to the story.

16.

Chapter 1 The New Beginning 1
Chapter 2 The Work Continues 29
Chapter 3 Early Success 44
Chapter 4 The Money Rolls In 75

      In which part of a book would you find the information above?

A. the glossary
B. the appendix
C. the title page
D. the table of contents
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17. Use the paragraph below to answer this question.

1School starts soon so I went shopping for my school supplies. 2I bought pens, pencils, and paper. 3I always need

plenty of those. 4Then I purchased a calculator that can compute fractions.

Where does the sentence below BEST fit in the paragraph above?

   My favorite purchase, however, was a red backpack.
A. after sentence 1

B. after sentence 2

C. after sentence 3

D. after sentence 4

18.

Dear School Board Member,

At River Edge School, the PTA has purchased new playground equipment. Our school is growing and really
needs the new equipment. However, the plans are to put the equipment where a grove of trees now stand. These
are the only trees on that half of the playground. Those trees were here when this area was a forest and then a
hunting preserve. We think the trees could be over a hundred years old. Also, the trees provide a shady place for
both teachers and students to hang out on hot days.

My teacher has taught us about the importance of saving our trees in order to help the environment. If the trees are
cut down, the squirrels won't have a home anymore. The leaves are very pretty, too.

If the school board would allow the PTA to move a set of old rotting benches and a water spout that does not
work, the new equipment could be placed there. Then the trees could remain and shade our playground. This
might cost a little more money, but the trees would be saved and our school would help save the environment.
Please consider our request and help us be good citizens.

Which of these statements describes the position the writer is taking in this letter?

A. The writer is a student representative arguing to save the old trees on the playground.
B. The writer is a PTA member hoping to gain support for the purchase of new playground equipment.
C. The writer is a science teacher trying to show the importance of old growth trees in the community.
D. The writer is a parent unsure about the need for new playground equipment at the expense of the old trees.
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19.

Dear Dr. James,

I would like to get permission to add more time to my teaching days. My class has a five day specials rotation.
Two of those days we go to Physical Education (PE). In order to have more time to teach, I want to ask that on PE
days my students not go out for recess. They have already played and exercised for fifty minutes. Specifically, by
them not going out to recess, I would have an extra twenty to thirty minutes on those two days.

This extra hour would be enough time to teach spelling and grammar everyday and give us more writing time. In
my opinion it is not unreasonable to ask students to give up play time in order to get more instructional time.
However, I feel that students and parents may not agree with me in the beginning, but eventually they will realize
it will help them become better students. Thank you for considering this request. I am sure you will agree it is in
the best interest of the students. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Ms. Johnson

What evidence does Ms. Johnson give to support her position?

A. She thinks the parents will agree with her.
B. Students have PE, so they have already exercised.
C. The students have asked the teacher to take away recess.
D. The principal asked teachers to find more teaching time.

20.

Which word in the sentence below is incorrect?

Twelve geese, making obnoxious honking noises and waking me early every morning, flies in a triangular formation
over our house.

A. flies
B. making
C. honking
D. waking

21.

Seth woke up late for school; _____________, he missed the bus and had to
walk.

Which of these transition elements completes the sentence using a cause/effect relationship?

A. because
B. therefore
C. although
D. while
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22.

School Lunches

I feel that school cafeterias should serve better lunches. Students should be allowed to vote on their favorite
meals, and then the cafeteria staff would know what kids will eat. If the students like what is being served,
they will eat all of their lunch and not throw it away. Some kids hide their food in the milk carton so they
don't have to eat it. Parents would be willing to pay more money for lunches their kids would eat.

By serving student's favorite foods, everyone will be happy. The kids will be happy with the food choices.
Parents will be happy that their kids are eating. Teachers will like it when their students are not hungry and
can learn. The cafeteria will make a lot more money. Having students make the food choices sounds like a
great idea!

Which statement would be extra information and does not need to be included in the persuasive essay?

A. Parents might even like to come and have lunch with their kids if they liked the food.
B. To stop students from throwing away food, choice of lunches is the only answer.
C. Pizza is a favorite food of students and parents alike.
D. One idea would be to choose the top 20 favorite foods.

23.

School Lunches

I feel that school cafeterias should serve better lunches. Students should be allowed to vote on their favorite
meals, and then the cafeteria staff would know what kids will eat. If the students like what is being served,
they will eat all of their lunch and not throw it away. Some kids hide their food in the milk carton so they
don't have to eat it. Parents would be willing to pay more money for lunches their kids would eat.

By serving student's favorite foods, everyone will be happy. The kids will be happy with the food choices.
Parents will be happy that their kids are eating. Teachers will like it when their students are not hungry and
can learn. The cafeteria will make a lot more money. Having students make the food choices sounds like a
great idea!

Which of these organizational structures is BEST suited for the author's purpose?

A. State all of the supporting details in the introductory paragraph, then close with the main idea.
B. Addressing the audience directly by including large, technical words and illustrations.
C. Using strong facts at the beginning and the end of the essay with more information about personal opinion in the
middle.
D. Beginning with humor try to grab the readers' attention, then follow up with a chronological listing of school lunch
history.
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24.

School Lunches

I feel that school cafeterias should serve better lunches. Students should be allowed to vote on their favorite
meals, and then the cafeteria staff would know what kids will eat. If the students like what is being served,
they will eat all of their lunch and not throw it away. Some kids hide their food in the milk carton so they
don't have to eat it. Parents would be willing to pay more money for lunches their kids would eat.

By serving student's favorite foods, everyone will be happy. The kids will be happy with the food choices.
Parents will be happy that their kids are eating. Teachers will like it when their students are not hungry and
can learn. The cafeteria will make a lot more money. Having students make the food choices sounds like a
great idea!

Which of these closures is BEST suited for this persuasive paragraph?

A. Here are a list of people who support school lunch diversity.
B. With a group effort, choice of school lunch can be decided fairly.
C. I think having good school food choices will help students in math and science.
D. You, too, can improve school lunches by telling people about what you've read.

25.

carpool
barefoot
speadway
crosswalk

Which of these compound words is misspelled?

A. carpool
B. barefoot
C. speadway
D. crosswalk
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Answer Key

1. D) student and teacher interviews about the new playground equipment

2. D) The church and the hospital are right across the street from each other.

3. B) She wants more time to teach.

4. B) danced

5. C) On the other side of the playground exists an open area that would be a better place for the new equipment.

6. B) dreamily

7. A) however

8. D) The leaves are very pretty, too.

9. C) stating the problem then offering a solution

10. C) Angelina really likes her mom.

11. A) The writer thanks Dr. James and asks that he contact her with any questions.

12. C) gather information

13. B) The park is Carlos' favorite place to be.

14. A) The speaker is encouraging school lunch choice by the decision makers at the school.

15. A) The students worked hard in reading class.

16. D) the table of contents

17. D) after sentence 4

18. A) The writer is a student representative arguing to save the old trees on the playground.

19. B) Students have PE, so they have already exercised.

20. A) flies

21. B) therefore

22. C) Pizza is a favorite food of students and parents alike.

23. C) Using strong facts at the beginning and the end of the essay with more information about personal opinion in
the middle.

24. D) You, too, can improve school lunches by telling people about what you've read.

25. C) speadway
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