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1.

Which of these statements explains why graphic features are included with text?

A. to give the reader a break between paragraphs
B. to help the reader better understand the text
C. to make the text more colorful
D. to keep illustrators in business

Few people have been able to look into the center of a tornado and live to tell anyone what they saw.
Will Keller has. Read the article below to find out what he saw, and then answer the questions.

DEADLY FUNNEL
by Malcolm Weiss

      In one out of a hundred thunderstorms, a whirling, twisting, roaring funnel grows downward from the base of
the storm. The funnel touches the ground and becomes dark, as dust and dirt are sucked up. A tornado—the most
violent storm on earth—has been born. Few people have looked into the heart of a tornado and lived to talk about
it. But one who did was Kansas farmer Will Keller.

Keller was out in his field on a hot, stormy June afternoon when he looked up and saw a tornado bearing down
on him. He ran to his tornado cellar, which he had built underground.

Keller was about to close the door when he turned for a last look at the tornado. He noticed that the whirling
bottom of the funnel-shaped cloud was beginning to rise off the ground. He knew that as long as the funnel wasn't
touching the ground, he would be safe, even if it passed directly overhead. As he watched at the edge of the cellar,
he was fascinated by what he saw.

"Steadily the tornado came on, the end gradually rising above the ground. I could only have stood there a few
seconds, but it seemed like a long time.

"At last the great, shaggy end of the funnel hung directly overhead. Everything was as still as death. There was
a strong gassy odor, and it seemed I could not breathe. There was a screaming, hissing sound coming directly
from the end of the funnel. I looked up, and to my astonishment, I saw right into the heart of the tornado.

"There was a circular opening in the center of the funnel, about 50 or 100 feet in diameter, extending straight
upward for a distance of at least one-half mile, as best I could judge. . . . The walls of this opening were of
rotating clouds . . . made brilliantly visible by constant flashes of lightning which zigzagged from side to side.
Had it not been for the lightning, I could not have seen the opening . . . ."

Mr. Keller was lucky to reach his cellar in time. Hundreds of people are killed each year by tornadoes, and
thousands more are injured. Damage runs over a billion dollars. Much of this destruction is caused by the terrible
speed of the winds swirling around the tornado's center. Scientists estimate that they range from a low of about
200 miles an hour to a high of 600 miles an hour, perhaps even higher . . . .

2.       Which is the MOST LIKELY reason Mr. Keller's account was included in this article?

A. He is the only person ever to survive a tornado.
B. He was a tornado expert at the time of the tornado.
C. He observed a tornado from an unusual point of view.
D. He was the first Kansan to experience a tornado.
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3.       From this article we can tell that Mr. Keller is

A. curious.
B. timid.
C. lazy.
D. angry.

4.       Which does the author say is a major difference between a thunderstorm and a tornado?

A. where the weather occurs
B. the direction traveled
C. if there is lightning
D. whether there is a funnel

Planting Peach Trees

  To plant a peach tree you will need: shovel
bare-root peach
tree
fertilizer
water hose
tree stake and
tie

     Visit a nursery in the springtime to select a peach tree that is good for your area and take it to the planting spot.
     Dig a hole more than twice as deep as the tree's roots with the shovel. Mix the fertilizer with the soil from the
hole. Make a cone out of the soil in the bottom of the hole so that this will support the tree's roots.
     If any roots on the tree are broken, cut them off just above the break. Put the tree into the hole and make sure that
the roots make a fan over the cone of soil. The tree should be planted deep enough so the graft, where the young tree
is joined to the roots, is two to four inches above the surface of the soil. Add or take out soil until it is just right.
     Fill the hole with more of the dirt and fertilizer mixture. When the hole is almost full, fill it with water and let it
settle into the soil. Put the support stake in six to ten inches from the trunk and tie the tree to it.
     Make sure you water the tree every week. It will soon sprout leaves, but it will take several years before it will
produce peaches.

5.       What will happen if you water the tree every week?

A. It will grow quickly.
B. It will soon sprout leaves.
C. It will soon produce seeds.
D. It will require more fertilizer.

6.       What is the next step after filling the hole with more of the dirt and fertilizer mixture?

A. Fill the hole with water.
B. Put in the support stake.
C. Make a cone out of the soil.
D. Cut off the broken tree roots.
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7.       If you plant a peach tree this year, how long will it take before you can harvest some peaches?

A. one year
B. one month
C. several years
D. several months

8.       What is the stake for?

A. to eat
B. to dig the hole
C. to support the tree
D. to hold water by the tree

9.       What is the next step after filling the hole almost to the top with the mixture of dirt and fertilizer?

A. Make a cone out of the soil.
B. Cut off the broken tree roots.
C. Fill the hole with water.
D. Put in the support stake.

10.       According to the passage, how deep should you dig the hole for the tree?

A. six to ten feet deep
B. two to four inches below ground
C. more than two times as deep as the tree's roots
D. deep enough to cover just above the broken tree roots

11.       What is the MAIN idea of the passage?

A. how to plant a tree
B. fertilizing for fun and profit
C. making sure to water your trees
D. the fun of visiting a nursery in the spring

12.       In which book would you MOST LIKELY find this passage?

A. Our Earth
B. Let's Recycle
C. Dynamic Roses
D. Springtime Gardening

13.       According to the passage, how deep should you dig the hole for the tree?

A. two to four inches from the surface of the soil
B. more than two times as deep as the tree's roots
C. deep enough to cover just above the broken tree roots
D. six to ten inches deep
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14.       What will happen if you water the tree every week?

A. It will die.
B. It will soon sprout leaves.
C. It will soon produce peaches.
D. It will soon require more fertilizer.

15.       In which book would you MOST likely find this passage?

A. Let's Recycle!
B. Our Earth
C. Springtime Gardening
D. Dynamic Roses

May

     Many historically important and interesting events have occurred in the month of May. The first transcontinental
railroad was completed on May 10, 1869. And, unfortunately, the first auto accident ever recorded occurred in New
York City in May of 1896.
     Two great musicians were born on May 7 in the 1800s. The Russian composer Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky was born
in 1840 and Johannes Brahms, a German composer, was born in 1833. A great Italian painter, Alessandro di Mariano
Filipepi, also known as Sandro Botticelli, was born on May 17, 1445.
     Tragic events also occurred in the month of May. In 1838, the Cherokee people living in Georgia were put into
stockades and forced to leave their homeland. Many years later, in 1937, the Hindenburg airship exploded while
landing in New Jersey, affecting many people.
     Exciting firsts for women occurred in the month of May. In 1932 an American woman, Amelia Earhart, became
the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic. In 1975, Junko Tabei became the first woman to climb Mt. Everest.
The first African-American woman ambassador for the United States, Patricia Roberts Harris, was appointed by
President Lyndon Johnson in 1965.

16.       In 1932, Amelia Earhart became the first woman to

A. climb Mt. Everest.
B. fly solo across the Atlantic.
C. ride the transcontinental railroad.
D. be appointed ambassador for the United States.

17.              Amelia Earhart and Patricia Roberts Harris are alike because

A. they were both famous American women.
B. they are remembered because of tragic events.
C. they made important contributions to politics.
D. their personal accomplishments occurred because of presidential decree.

18.              Which event occurred in New Jersey?

A. Cherokee people were put in stockades.
B. The Hindenburg airship exploded.
C. Tchaikovsky was born.
D. The first auto accident took place.
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19.              Which is NOT associated with tragedy?

A. New York City
B. the Hindenburg
C. the Cherokee people
D. Alessandro di Mariano Filipepi

20.       Which sentence is an opinion?

A. The Hindenburg exploded in 1937.
B. Amelia Earhart was the best pilot in the world.
C. Junko Tabei was the first woman to climb Mt. Everest.
D. The first transcontinental railroad was completed on May 10, 1869.

21.              Which is the main idea?

A. There are famous birthdays in May.
B. Many important historical events have occurred in May.
C. Women have done important things during the month of May.
D. May is best known for the event that occurred in Georgia.

22.           Which person is known by two different names?

A. Patricia Roberts Harris
B. Amelia Earhart
C. Sandro Botticelli
D. Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky

23.       According to the passage, which event occurred in May 1896?

A. Johannes Brahms was born.
B. The Hindenburg airship exploded.
C. The first auto accident was recorded.
D. The first transcontinental railroad was completed.
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24.

Look at the table on Gross Domestic Product(GDP) per capita.

Which of these statements is correct according to the table?

A. Qatar has twice as much GDP as Gabon.
B. Albania has the highest GDP of the countries listed.
C. Iran, Kazakhstan, and Tunisia have about the same GDP.
D. Saudi Arabia has the fourth largest GDP of the countries listed.
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25.

"She Walks in Beauty"
by George Gordon Byron

She walks in beauty, like the night
Of cloudless climes and starry skies;
And all that's best of dark and bright
Meet in her aspect and her eyes:
Thus mellow'd to that tender light
Which heaven to gaudy day denies.

One shade the more, one ray the less,
Had half impair'd the nameless grace
Which waves in every raven tress,
Or softly lightens o'er her face;
Where thoughts serenely sweet express
How pure, how dear their dwelling-place.

And on that cheek, and o'er that brow,
So soft, so calm, yet eloquent,
The smiles that win, the tints that glow,
But tell of days in goodness spent,
A mind at peace with all below,
A heart whose love is innocent!

Which of these would be the BEST illustration for the poem?

A. a raven
B. a heart
C. starry skies
D. a woman's face
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Answer Key

1. B) to help the reader better understand the text

2. C) He observed a tornado from an unusual point of view.

3. A) curious.

4. D) whether there is a funnel

5. B) It will soon sprout leaves.

6. A) Fill the hole with water.

7. C) several years

8. C) to support the tree

9. C) Fill the hole with water.

10. C) more than two times as deep as the tree's roots

11. A) how to plant a tree

12. D) Springtime Gardening

13. B) more than two times as deep as the tree's roots

14. B) It will soon sprout leaves.

15. C) Springtime Gardening

16. B) fly solo across the Atlantic.

17. A) they were both famous American women.

18. B) The Hindenburg airship exploded.

19. D) Alessandro di Mariano Filipepi

20. B) Amelia Earhart was the best pilot in the world.

21. B) Many important historical events have occurred in May.

22. C) Sandro Botticelli

23. C) The first auto accident was recorded.

24. C) Iran, Kazakhstan, and Tunisia have about the same GDP.

25. D) a woman's face
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