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1. An extinct volcano is one that

A. erupts only once.
B. erupts once every 100 years.
C. is expected to erupt soon.
D. has not erupted in many years.

2.

Which of these constructive processes results in a build up of earth material through a slow process over a long period
of time?

A. faults
B. earthquakes
C. deposition
D. volcanoes

3. Which is a device that is used to gather information about formations on the ocean bottom?

A. sonar
B. radar
C. MRI
D. laser

4.

A conservation group wants to control some of the destructive processes created by erosion in a costal area. Which
action should the group take?

A. place a series of mesh panels perpendicular to the beach
B. build underwater walls 100 miles from the shore line
C. introduce non-native plants and animals to the area
D. restore a lighthouse to warn ships of the rocky coast line

5.

The Grand Canyon is a result of which of these destructive processes?

A. earthquake
B. erosion
C. tornadoes
D. volcanoes

6. "Rivers" of water in oceans and other bodies of water are called

A. currents.
B. tides.
C. surf.
D. sandbars.

 05 WLE Science Earth (05wlescienceearth)

1



7. Which is NOT an effect of sewage put into the ocean?

A. growth of bacteria
B. growth of algae
C. growth of coral
D. death of marine life

8. Twice a day, the ocean level at the coast rises and falls. These ocean level changes are called

A. currents.
B. waves.
C. undertow.
D. tides.

9.

How could human interaction decrease the destructive force of hurricanes on coastal areas?

A. create levees to control water flow
B. research the impact of organisms in the Mississippi Delta region
C. study storm drain management in the South American rain forests
D. assess the effects of seismological activity on metropolitan areas

10. Which causes some parts of the ocean to be saltier than other parts?

A. cruise ships
B. river sediments
C. fishing industry
D. ocean organisms

11. The flattest part of the ocean floor is the

A. trench.
B. abyssal plain.
C. continental shelf.
D. mid-ocean rift valley.
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12.

Which of these processes caused the change in surface features resulting in Crater Lake, Oregon?

A. earthquake
B. volcano
C. weathering
D. flood control

13. When volcanoes erupt, they overflow with

A. molten lava.
B. oil.
C. hot water.
D. clay.

14.

Which human intervention should be used in an area prone to flooding?

A. digging wells to hold excess water
B. building deltas to hold back flood waters
C. storm drain management to redirect water
D. studies to monitor the effects of volcanoes on flooding

15. How were the Hawaiian islands formed?

A. by an earthquake
B. by volcanoes
C. by tidal waves
D. by wind erosion
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16. The constant motion of ocean water is partly due to

A. sandbars.
B. sand dunes.
C. ocean currents.
D. ocean organisms.

17. During winter's cold weather, water within cracks in rocks freezes, expands, and causes the rocks to break. This
process is called

A. weathering.
B. erosion.
C. despoiling.
D. purging.

18. Limestone is a sedimentary rock. How does acid rain affect limestone?

A. Acid rain causes limestone to become magma.
B. Acid rain turns limestone into slate.
C. Acid rain builds up limestone.
D. Acid rain breaks down limestone.

19.

Which of Earth's surface features is described below?

An opening in Earth's crust through which molten lava, ash, and gases are ejected.

A. earthquake
B. hurricane
C. volcano
D. tsunami

20. In which state would an earthquake MOST LIKELY occur?

A. Kentucky
B. Georgia
C. California
D. Oklahoma

21. Water inside a rock crevice can split it apart when the temperature drops because

A. cold water dissolves rock.
B. water expands when it freezes.
C. water causes the growth of plant roots.
D. the cold makes the rock very brittle.

22. In many farm areas, slightly hilly farmland is plowed in curves rather than straight lines. This kind of plowing is
called "contour plowing." Why is this type of plowing done?

A. to prevent loss of topsoil
B. to make crops more attractive
C. to increase safety during harvest
D. to reduce the number of insect pests in crops
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23. Waves on the Atlantic Ocean are caused by

A. the Gulf Stream.
B. the tidal current.
C. the wind.
D. the jet stream.

24.

Which is a way local residents can help preserve coastal islands?

A. encourage large-scale building projects that occupy coastal beaches
B. encourage building barriers to stabilize the coastal islands
C. discourage repeated surveying of the barrier islands
D. discourage new species of animals from settling on coastal islands

25.

Which of these statements explains the use of technology to prevent earthquake damage?

A. study the impact of organisms on fault lines
B. to build dams and levees along floodplains
C. reclaim coastal beaches in earthquake prone areas
D. the invention of seismology tools to predict earthquakes
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Answer Key

1. D) has not erupted in many years.

2. C) deposition

3. A) sonar

4. A) place a series of mesh panels perpendicular to the beach

5. B) erosion

6. A) currents.

7. C) growth of coral

8. D) tides.

9. A) create levees to control water flow

10. B) river sediments

11. B) abyssal plain.

12. B) volcano

13. A) molten lava.

14. C) storm drain management to redirect water

15. B) by volcanoes

16. C) ocean currents.

17. A) weathering.

18. D) Acid rain breaks down limestone.

19. C) volcano

20. C) California

21. B) water expands when it freezes.

22. A) to prevent loss of topsoil

23. C) the wind.

24. B) encourage building barriers to stabilize the coastal islands

25. D) the invention of seismology tools to predict earthquakes
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