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1. One of the most important rights and privileges for United States citizens is voting. How could voting lead to
political change?

A. Voting raises money for the government.
B. Voting ensures that people belong to a political party.
C. Voting keeps the same people in office for life.
D. Voting leads to putting new and different people in office.

2. Why is democracy referred to as self-government?

A. The government runs itself.
B. People pay for the government themselves.
C. People choose representatives who make decisions.
D. The citizens are free to do whatever they want.

3. In 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech in Washington, D.C. This was an
example of

A. freedom of religion.
B. freedom of speech.
C. freedom of petition.
D. freedom of the press.

4. The Bill of Rights lists certain basic freedoms guaranteed to Americans. One is freedom of the press. Which is an
example of freedom of the press?

A. Mary writes articles in the paper about city government.
B. Brenda moves to another city.
C. Blake helps in a clean-up campaign.
D. Jose attends one of the state universities.

5. One of the freedoms of United States citizens is freedom of speech. Which of the following is the BEST reason
why it is important to allow others the right to speak freely?

A. People like to talk to people.
B. It is important to hear different viewpoints on issues.
C. People like to listen to other people.
D. It is important for people to meet in groups.

6. Thomas Paine was famous for his writings during the struggle for independence from Great Britain. Today, his
writings would be protected by

A. freedom of religion.
B. freedom of the press.
C. freedom of petition.
D. freedom of assembly.
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7. Which right is listed in the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights?

A. the right to vote
B. the right of assembly
C. the right to free housing
D. the right to a trial by a jury

8. The national government of the United States divides the powers between three branches. Which branch is
responsible for making the laws?

A. the international branch
B. the executive branch
C. the judicial branch
D. the legislative branch

9. Who makes the laws that the president signs?

A. Congress
B. governors
C. businessmen
D. commissioners

10. American citizens may get involved in the political process to try and make changes. Which of the following is
the BEST way a responsible citizen can help to make a change?

A. by refusing to vote
B. by breaking the law
C. by helping on a campaign
D. by having a job

11. One of the most important rights and privileges for citizens of the United States is voting. Why is voting so
important?

A. Citizens who vote do not have to pay as many taxes.
B. It gives citizens the right to decide if they will obey a law.
C. Citizens who do not vote are breaking the law.
D. It gives citizens the right to choose people to represent them.

12. Federalism is the division of powers between the different levels of government__national, state, and local. The

part of government at the state level that makes the laws is the

A. legislature.
B. governor.
C. state court.
D. governor's cabinet.

13.

Why does the Preamble to the Constitution start with the words "We the people...."?

A. These words were written to represent the people being governed.
B. These words were written for members of the Congress and Senate.
C. These words were written for the committee who wrote the document.
D. These words were written for the British who supported our country.
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14. Federalism is the division of powers between the different levels of government__national, state, and local. Which

part of government at the state level enforces the laws?

A. governor
B. state legislature
C. state court
D. assembly

15. The Constitution of the United States includes the idea of federalism. What does this mean?

A. The branches of government can check and control each other.
B. The Constitution can be changed by adding amendments.
C. The powers are divided between the different branches of government.
D. The powers are divided between the federal government and the state governments.

16. Citizens are expected to be involved in their community. Which of the following would be the BEST example of
serving your community?

A. picking up litter in the park
B. riding a bike
C. taking your dog for a walk
D. going to a movie

17.

What was the purpose of the Preamble to our Constitution?

A. The Preamble was a famous speech given by President Lincoln about our Constitution.
B. The Preamble was a newspaper written about the need to free slaves.
C. The Preamble was written to explain the purpose of the Declaration of Independence.
D. The Preamble was written to explain the purpose of the Constitution.

18. Which of the following is ONE responsibility of a good citizen?

A. owning a house
B. obeying the laws
C. raising a family
D. attending a college

19. The members of Congress are considering passing a law to protect lakes and rivers from pollution. You support
the law, but the United States senator from your state is undecided. As a citizen, the MOST effective way to help get
the law passed would be to

A. contact your United States senator and tell him you support this law.
B. call your mayor and tell this person your views.
C. write to your state legislator telling him of your support.
D. tell family members that rivers are polluted.
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20.

Which answer explains a provision of a federal type of government?

A. powers are only given to the President
B. powers are for the state government only
C. powers are for the national government only
D. powers are to be shared between states and the national government

21. For citizens of the United States, voting is a

A. law.
B. rule.
C. right.
D. privilege.

22. Who carries out the laws for the state?

A. a judge
B. a mayor
C. the governor
D. the congress

23. The members of Congress are considering passing a law lowering the speed limit on highways. You do not think
this is a good law. As a citizen, what would be the most effective action you could take?

A. Write to your mayor and tell him/her your views.
B. Contact the head of the highway department and tell him/her your views.
C. Write to your city council and tell them your views.
D. Contact your members of Congress and tell them your views.

24. Your teacher has invited a guest to speak to your class. Some of the students do not care for the speaker. As good
citizens, the MOST appropriate action for those students to take is to

A. listen to the speaker.
B. put your heads on their desks.
C. talk to friends.
D. work on homework.

25.

Which branch of the government decides if a law is constitutional?

A. the Executive Branch
B. the Judicial Branch
C. the Legislative Branch
D. the Presidential Branch
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Answer Key

1. D) Voting leads to putting new and different people in office.

2. C) People choose representatives who make decisions.

3. B) freedom of speech.

4. A) Mary writes articles in the paper about city government.

5. B) It is important to hear different viewpoints on issues.

6. B) freedom of the press.

7. B) the right of assembly

8. D) the legislative branch

9. A) Congress

10. C) by helping on a campaign

11. D) It gives citizens the right to choose people to represent them.

12. A) legislature.

13. A) These words were written to represent the people being governed.

14. A) governor

15. D) The powers are divided between the federal government and the state governments.

16. A) picking up litter in the park

17. D) The Preamble was written to explain the purpose of the Constitution.

18. B) obeying the laws

19. A) contact your United States senator and tell him you support this law.

20. D) powers are to be shared between states and the national government

21. C) right.

22. C) the governor

23. D) Contact your members of Congress and tell them your views.

24. A) listen to the speaker.

25. B) the Judicial Branch
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