
1. I can identify a universal theme 

2. I can explain why a theme is universal AND provide details that show a theme is universal. 

3. I can identify an archetypal character

4. I can explain why a character is archetypal AND provide details that show the character is archetypal.

5. I can draw plot diagrams of various short stories. 

6. I can determine that some short stories do not contain all the elements of a plot diagram.

8. My answers to all questions in Task 1 are complete, thorough and grammatically correct.

Task 1. Boys and Girls by Alice Munro, p. 53 - 65.

a. disgusted & grossed out b. objective & analytical c. curious & questioning

2. Whose work, the mother's or the father's, seems more appealing to you? EXPLAIN.

4. How did the girl react when her father referred to her as "just a girl"?

5. What does the mother expect of her daughter?

6. Why does the narrator feel that her mother is her "enemy"?

7. Why does the girl find her father's work more interesting than her mother's?

9. What has the girl  decided when she says, "I was on Flora's side"?

Task 2. Two Kinds by Amy Tan, p. 95 - 103.

1. Why does the daughter want to become a prodigy?

2. What does the title of the story mean?

3. What might motivate the mother to push Jing-mei into being a prodigy?

4. What kind of daughter does the mother want Jing-mei to be?

Task 3. Geraldo No Last Name by Sandra Cisneros, p. 113 - 115.

2. Why did Marin wait around at the hospital?

3. Based on the details from the story, what do you know about Geraldo?

4. Analyze the plot.

4a Draw a plot diagram for this story (haha, this is a trick question….) NOTE 4B is on the next page!!!

4b In a few sentences, tell why drawing a plot diagram for this story was so hard.

Task 4. The Pit and the Pendulum by Edgar Allan Poe, p. 289 - 301.

ELACC9-10RL5: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and 

manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

5. Does the mother love Jing-mei? Explain your answer with specific examples and page numbers from the story.

Short Story Unit

ELACC9-10RL2: Determine a theme or central idea of text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including 

how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. (G)

CCGPS and "I Can" Statements

ELACC9-10RL3: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a 

text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

ELACC9-10W1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence.

ELACC9-10W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience.

7. I can support my claims of archetypal character, setting, action/event/situation, and universal them with specific details from the story. 

1. How would you characterize the narrator's reaction as she watches the father skin the foxes?

8. After the girl watches her father shoot Mack, how does her attitude toward men's work change?

10. How does this story represent an archetypal situation?  HINT: check out the archetypal situation listed in Task 

6. 

DIRECTIONS for Tasks 1 - 5: Read each of the short stories listed below and answer the questions that follow. All of these 

short stories are found in the 10th grade lit book (it is GREEN).

1. Re-read the first paragraph of the story. What do the details about the dances suggest about Marin's 

character?



1. What point of view is the story written in?

2. Describe in detail what the narrator can see.

4. How does the narrator discover the existence of the pit?

5. When he awakens, he is tied down on the floor. What does he see above him?

7. What other words or phrases does Poe use to create suspense?

8. Did the last minute rescue affect your enjoyment of the story? Why or why not?

9. Draw a plot diagram of this story.

Task 5. Through the Tunnel by Doris Lessing, 277 - 284. (NOTE: the story begins at the bottom right of p.277)

2. Does Jerry enjoy going to the beach with his mother? How do you know?

3. Why is it so important to Jerry to be with the boys on the wild beach?

4. How long could those boys stay under water?

6. What is the THEME of this story is? HINT: check out the univeral themes listed in Task 6. 

Task 6 - Unit Wrap-Up

DIRECTIONS: 

http://rgsmedicalinsight.homestead.com/archetypes1.html 

http://quizlet.com/3076381/setting-archetypes-flash-cards/ 

http://www.essortment.com/understanding-literary-archetypes-61301.html 

http://homeworktips.about.com/od/writingabookreport/a/themelist.htm 

1. Archetypal Character  - Two Kinds  by Amy Tan

1. Identify what archetypal character is represented

Examples of Archetypal Characters

Mother  Rebellious Spirit  Bully Victim Enchantress/Temptress 

Mad Scientist  Wicked Stepmother Hero Mentor The Snob 

Underdog Trickster  Cynic Scapegoat

Classic Villain The Social Climber Giant  The Innocent 

2. Archetypal Setting - Through the Tunnel by Doris Lessing OR The Pit and the Pendulum by E. A. Poe

2. identify what archetypal setting is represented

Examples of Archetypal Settings

Islands  Night/Darkness River  Bridge

Garden  Caves/tunnels Ship at sea Day 

The sea/ocean  Forest Trees Paradise

Mountains  Desert Outer space

3. Archetypal event/action/situation  - Boys and Girls by Alice Munro

1. Identify what archetypal event or action is represented

Examples of Archetypal Actions or Events

Quest for material wealth  Women's roles Loss of innocence Initiation

1. Create a power point (or poster or some other creative visual) that shows and explains your answers to the following 

assignments on archetypal character, setting, situation, and universal theme.

2. The following links will also be helpful in answering the "WHY" for each assignment.

6. On p. 298, right column, re-read the 3 paragraphs that begin with "Down - ". What effect does the repetition of 

this word have as you read?

1. Re-read the 1st paragraph of the story. What kind of relationship does Jerry have with his mother?

5. What physical AND mental tortures does Jerry go through, first as he prepares for his ordeal and then as he 

swims through the tunnel?

2. Tell why the character in the story is archetypal, using specific examples and page numbers from 

the story to support your answer.

3. Tell why the setting in the story is archetypal, using specific examples from the story to support 

your answer.

2. Tell why the action/event in the story is archetypal, using specific examples from the story to 

support your answer.



Quest for self-identity  Men's roles  The task Sleep

Journey  Water (baptism) Change

4. Universal (archetypal) theme  - Geraldo No Last Name by Sandra CisnerosGeraldo No Last Name  by Sandra Cisneros

1. Provide title of the story

2. Identify what universal (archetypal) theme is represented

Examples of Universal (archetypal) Themes

Power corrupts  Star-crossed lovers Good triumphs over evil

Relationships  Force/Influence  The search for freedom

Rags to riches  Overcoming injustice  The American dream

Crime Doesn't Pay Birth/Death/Rebirth Overcoming adversity

Importance of Family  Death is a Part of Life  Man against Nature

Man against Society  Sacrifice Brings Reward

Task 7. Final Exam Project Slides for this unit 1 class period

1. Open the Final Exam Project that you started in the Basics Unit

2. Scroll to the last page of the project

5. For each task you will include the FIVE following things

NOTE: You will have ONE task PER slide.

a. GRAMMAR b. LITERATURE c. WRITING d. CRITICAL THINKING

Task 8.  Grade yourself. 1 class period

1. Get blank self-assessment sheet from your teacher. 

5. Bring all your work and the completed rubric to your teacher to discuss your work and 

3. At the top menu bar, select the NEW SLIDE icon to create a new blank slide

4. In the slide title bar, type the name of the unit you are completing (see 

example)

4.) ADDRESSED. Tell whether each activity/assignment address one or more of the following:

5.) WHAT I LEARNED Tell what you learned in each activity/assignment. 

2. Write each "I Can" statement above in a separate box.

3. Then rate yourself based on the criteria. 

4. Put all of your work in the order it is listed in the syllabus.

The Final Exam Project consists of a Power Point presentation that reflects upon each unit you complete for this course. As 

you complete each unit in this course, you will add to the Final Exam Project so that it will be complete when you finish up 

the last unit in the course. 

1.) TASK.  Name the task (see example at right)

2.) PURPOSE. Tell the purpose of each TASK. NOTE: This may or 

may not be stated directly on your syllabus … you might have to 

INFER (gasp!) what the purpose is.

3.) "I CAN" statement. For each TASK  completed, list the "I Can" 

statements that address the activity. (NOTE: you might have to 

figure this one out for yourself (or ask your teacher!!)

3. Tell why the theme of the story is archetypal, using specific examples from the story to support 

your answer.


